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The "ths. SIMON BUTLER in | the Chair, 


| The following was Fed tor. a oy 5 


HEN we reflect how often the Freemen. - 
and Freeholders of Dublin have been convened, ' 
humbly to expreſs their Grievances to Parliament 
— how often they have ſolicited the enaction of 
„ and the repeal of bad Laws—how ofi 
or ſüreeſſive years, they have petitioned — 
the obnoxious and unconſtitutional Police 4 Act, 
2 and how often all theſe lications have been 
treated - ith the 1 pore n 


b 


purpoſe of dealing out Corruption to them—at the 


. Parliament ; becauſe it is obvious, that one Party 


YET oe on WOT DION 
contempt . When theſe facts are brought to re- 
collection is there an Honeſt Mau will lay, that 
the Houſe of Commons have the ſmalleſt reſpe& 
for the People, or believe themſelves their Legi- 

timate Repreſentatives The fact is, that the 
great Majority of that Houſe, conſider themſelves 
aJ the” Repreſentatives of their owh 'Moheyj or 
the” ſired ſervants bf the Engliſh Government, 

/ whoſe Miniſter here, ,is appointed for the ſole 


* 


expence of Iriſh- Liberty, Iriſh Commerce, and 

him Improvement.—This being the caſe, it na- 
tatally follows, that ſuch Miniſter is hot on! 

, * the repreſentative of the Engliſh Views — 

this Country, but is alſo The fole Repreſentative 

'of the People of Ireland. To elucidate which aſ- 

ertion, it is only neceſſary to aſk, whether a 

fingle queſtjon in favour of this oppreſſed Nation 

can be Ztattied- without his Conſent Land 

whether any meaſure, however inimical, may 

not through His influente be efiected? 

In this ſtate of abject Slavery, no hope remains 

for us, but in the ſincere and hearty Union of All 

the People, for a compleat and ragical reform of 


alone have been ever unable to obtain a ſingle 

\ » Bleſſing for their Country; and the Policy of our 

Rulers has been always fuch, as to keep the dif- 

ferent Sects at variance, in which they have been 
But too well ſeconded: by our'own fox. 

Fo the attainment then of - thus great and 

important object for the removal of abſurd and 

ruinous diſtinctions—and for promoting. a com 

ſete Coalition of the People Society has been 

| ery compoſed: of all Religious Perſuaſions, 
who: have adopted for thei Name, THE 

| ö 3 OF - UNITED TIKISHMEN. OF 

LIN, and have taken as ther 


. (0 23") 
 \/DE-CLARA'T ION. 

That of-a ſimilar Society in BELFAST, which 
z 

% IN the pr great era 5 
unjuſt Goveruments are falling in every quarter 
of Europe; when religions perſeeution is com- 
pelled to abjure her tyranny over eonſcience; when 
the Rights of Men are aſcertained in theory, and 
that theory ſubſtantiated by practice; when anti- 
quity can no longer defend abſurd and oppreſſive © 

| . againſt the common ſenſe and common in- 
tereſts of mankind; when all Government is ac 
knowledged to originate from the People, and to 
be ſo far only obligatory as it protects their rights 
and promotes their welfare; we think it our duty, 

as Iriſhmen, to come forward, and ſtate what we 
fer] to be our heavy grievance, and what we know 

to be its effectual remedy. 1188011 

Wmðä Fav xo NaTIONAL GOVERNMENT=— © 
We are ruled by Engliſtimen, and the ſervants of 
Engliſnmen; whoſe object is the intereſt of an- 
other country z whoſe inſtrument is corruption; 
whoſe {trength is the weakneſs of Ireland and 
' theſe men have the whole of the power and pa- 
tronage of the Country, as means to ſeduce'and * 

: ſabdue the honeſty and the ſpirit of — -« 1h 
ſentatives in the Legiſlature. Such an extruutic 7 
power, acting with uniferm force in a direttion ” 
too frequently oppolite to the true line of our ob- 
vious intereſts, can be reſifted with effect ſolely 

by manimiy, decifien, and fperit in the Prople; 

-. qualities which may be exerted moſt legally, con- 
ſtitutionally and effieaciouſſy, by that men- 
ſu. e eſſential to the proſperity and freedom of 

Ixelan , AN EQUAL KEPRESENTATION 

OF ALL THE ä IN PARLIAMENT. 

e > wh. 


04) 

% W do not here mention as grievances the 
rejection of a Place-Bill, of a Penhon-Bill, of a 
Reſponbility- Bill; the ſale of Peerages in one 
Houſe; the corruption publickly avowed in the 
other; nor the notorious infamy of Borough 
traffic between both; not that we are inſenſible 

of their enormity, but that we confider them as 
but ſymptoms of that mortal diſeaſe, which cor- 
rodes the vitals of our Conſtitution, and leaves 

to the People in their own Government ow the 
ſhadow of a name. IE, 
({AmPREsSED with theſe ſontiments we hw 
agreed to form an Aſſociation, to be called, THE 
. SOCIETY OF UNITED IRISHMEN : and we 
do pledge ourſelves to our Country, and mutually 
to each other, that we will ſteadily ſupport and 
, endeavour by all due means to carry into effect 
the following reſolutions : - 
1-41. RESOLVED, That the weight of Engliſh 
Influence, in the Government of this Country, 
is fo great as to require a Cordial Union among 
| ALL TH HE PEOPLF OF IRELAND, to main- 
| . that balance which is eſſential to the preſer. 
vation of our Liberties, and the extenſion of our 
Commei ce. 
i 6 II. THAT the ſole conſtitutional mode by 
- which this influence can be oppoſed, is by a com- 
pleat and radical reform of the Reproſdutation of 
the People in Parliament. 
„III. THAT no Reform is practicable, effiea- 
cious, or juſt, which ſhall not include 1ri/bmen of 
every Religious Perſuaſion. 

„ SATISFIED as we are, that the inteſtine di- 7 
vilions among Iriſhmen, have too often given en- 
- couragement and impunity to audacious and cor- 
- rupt- adminiſtrations, in meaſures which, but for 
theſe diviſiont they durſt not have attempted, we 
. ſubmit our Reſolutions to the Nation, 1 the baſe 
of our Political Faith, art 


E. Kd | 
t We have gone to what we conceive to be, 
the root of the evil; we have ſtated what we con- 
ceive to be the remedy. —With a Parliament thus 
reformed, every thing is eaſy ; without it, no- 
thing can be done. . And we do. call on, and 
moſt earneſtly exhort our Countrymen in general 
to follow our example, and form fimilar ſocieties 
in every quarter of the Kingdom for the promo 
tion of conſtitutional knowledge, the. abolition 
of bigotry in religion and politics, and the equal 
diſtribution of the | Rights of Man through all 
Sets and Denominations of Iriſhmen. _. | 
«© THE People when thus collected will feel 
their own weight, and ſecure that power whigh' 
theory has already admitted as their portion, and 
to which if they be not arouſed by their preſent 
rovocations to vindicate it, they deſerve-to\for- 

Feit their pretenſions FOR EVER. 4 2, 40 
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— T T. — tes 
I B. in the preſence of God, do pledge myſelf 
to my country, that I will uſe all 22 and 
influence in the attainment of an impurtial und ade: - 
quate " repreſentation of the Iriſh Nation in Parlia- 
men. And as @ mean of abſolute and immediate 
neceſſity in the etabli/bment this Chief Good of 
Ireland, I will endeavour, as much as lies in | 
ability, to forward a brotherhood of affet1on, an 
identity of intereſts, à communion 'of ＋ „ cnd 
' an, prion of power amon 8 of all religious 
unſions ;j without which every reform in par- 
2 Ne muff be partial, not national, inadequate 
to the wants, deluſtve to the wiſhes, and infufft- 
Heat for the freedom * happineſs of this Country, 
* 3 


1 
due. e , 
Herr or UNITED IRISHMEN or . 
* bun | 
The Hen, SIMON BUTLER in the Chair, 
Rygarvyzn, UNANIMOUSLY, Thet the following 


2 Letter, 72 2» — of 


ie, ae is lien „ Ven from the 
ing Committee of the Saviety of Ugit- 

ed 5 — in Dublin. ; 

We annex. the Declaration of Political Prin- 

which we haye ſubſcribed, aud the Teft 

ich we have taken, as a ſocial and ſacred com- 

to bind us mare claſely together. 

The objeR- of this _— is to make an 
United Society ot the Jriſh{Nation ; to make all 
Iriſhmen— Citizens; —all r 
vothin aring to us more nat at all times, 
and wh i ee 55 Europe more ſeaſonable, than 
that thoſe who have common intereſts, and com- 

on enemies, who ſuffer common wrongs, and 
h claim to common rights, ſhould know each | 


| ther and ſhould act together. In our opinion 
EN ys been the Demon of diſcord, which 
has, 15 lon 2 ived Iriſhmen, not only of the - 
well regulated government, t even 
15 nk benefits of Gn ſociety. Peace ia 
this iſland has hitherto been a peace on the prin- 
ciples and with the conſequences of civit war. 

or a century paſt there has indeed been 
guility, but to moſt of our ne countrymen 


7 


1 


1 3 


has "ET the PRs x dungeon and 
the land has lately 9 By s. . owing - 
to the goodneſs of 5 and the ſtron 
efforts of Human Nature refiſting and over cm 


the malignant influence of a miſerable aqui * 


ſtration. 
Ta reſiſt this influence, which rules by diſcord 
and embrolls by ſyſtem, N a ind 
viduals or as parties 3—It becomes be of 
an union of minds, and a know] ea 
Other, to will and to act as a nation, 0 
each other 1s to know ourfelves—the wer 
one and the ſtrength of many. Union, reſort, 
is —it is Wiſdom—it 4 prove liberty, 
Bor Cg, l in forming this Ys 
"F- give an example, which, when well follow 
ed, muſt collect the Public will, and concentrate 
the public power, into one ſolid nafo the effect 
of which once put in motion, muſt be rapid, 105 | 
mentous, and conſequential 
Tn thus aPoclating we we have thought little about ; 
our anceſtors - mu poſterity. Are wa © 
for ever to walk like Ke of prey, over fields 
which 'thele anceſtors tained with blood? Im _ © 
king back, we ſee nothing, ar ihe op Je 
875 favage force ſucceeded by 
the other, an unfortunate *. vo Carers EE 
peeled, meted out and trodden down! ” W 
A ö intolerance, and a common c 
the firſt moral emotions of the heart, vy meh | 
us to eſteem and place confidence in gur td | 
creatures. We bee this, ny are ſilent, But w 
bY look forward to brighter N 
iamen 


united in the fellowſhip of freedom to 
t the _ {s image that Peg 


e— 
2255 


W eſtab blihed f on a 
ious Liberty— I 
1 d of men bt 


1 


1 | 635 ü 
their wrongt, but that ſtable Tranquility which 
| Teſts on the rights of human e 
"the Z vanes theſe rights are to be main- 
dur principal rule of conduct has been, to at- 
1 tend to thoſe things in which we agree, to ex- 
1 | clude from our thoughts thoſe in which we dif- 
{4 fer. We agree in knowing what are our rights, 
/ and in. daring to aſſert them. If the rights of 
8 men be duties to God, we are in this: reſpe& of 
| /..one religion. Our, creed of civil faith is. the 
| Came. We agree in thinking that there is not an 
| , -individual re our millions, whoſe happineſs 
| can be eſtabliſhed on any foundation ſo rational 
and fo ſolid, as on the happineſs of the whole 
community—We agree, therefore, in the neceſſity 
of giving political value and tation to the great 
majority of the people; and we think that who- 
ever deſires an amended Conſtitution, without 
1 IR including the great body of the people, muſt on 
9 his own. principles be convicted of political per- 
fſecution, and political monopoly. If the pre- 
ſent electors be themſelves a morbid part of our 
couſtitution, where are we to recur for, redreſs 
| | but to the whole community? “A more \ unjuſt 
and abſurd conſtitution cannot be deviſed, than 
# that which condemns the natives of a country to 
perpetual ſervitude, under the arbitrary dominion 
1 of ſtrangers and ſlaves .. 
| | We agree in thinking, that the firſt and moſt 
indiſpenſable condition of the laws in a free 
ſtate, is the aſſent of thoſe whoſe obedience 
| they require, and for whoſe benefit only they 
| | ; are deſigned. Without, therefore, an impartial 
| 
| 


— — 


and adequate Repreſentation of the community, 

we agree in declaring, We can have no conſti- 
tution—n Country no Ireland. Without this, 

our late revolution we declare to be fallacious 


/ 


. 


and NE Neve FAIR of, but net”. 
has? 


felt nor ſeen. The act of Iriſh Soverei 
deen merely taſſed ot of the Engliſk. 
into the Cabinet of the Miniſter; and nothing 
remains to the People, who S 
thing, but a in 1 Inde 
penden ce. 

. extualtly'rn very gre aud gold) 
Man, who at the late ra ſpoke or acted for his 
Country, to conſider leſs of what was done than 
of What there remains to do. We call upon 
their ſenatorial wiſdom: to conſider the monſtraus 
and immeaſurable diſtance which ſeparates, in 
this iſland, the ranks of ſocial life, makes labour 
ineffe&ual, taxation unproductive, and divides: 
the nation into petty deſpotiſm. and public miſe- 
ry. We call upon their. tutelar genius, to re- 
member, that government is inſtituted to, re- 
medy, not to render more grievous the natural 
inequality of mankind, and that unleſs the rights 
of the whole community be aſſerted, anarchy” 
(we cannot call it government) muſt continue 0 
| prevail, where the ſtrong tyrannize, the rich op- 


eſs, and the maſs are brayed in à mortar. 
We call upon them, therefore, to build their ar- 
guments and their ations. on the broad platform 


of general good. 


Let not the rights of nat nature beenjoyed merely by 


connivance, and the rights of conſcience merely 


by toleration.. If you raiſe. up a prone people, 


let it not be merely to tneir knees, 
nation ſtands. Then will. it caſt away the bad 


habit of ſervitude, which has brought with it 


indolence, ignorance, an extinction of our fa- 


culties, an abandonment of our very. nature. 
Then will every right obtained, every franchiſe 
exerciled, prove a ſecd of ſobriety, induſtry, and/ _ 
3 to 2 and the manners of che 


As 


> 4 
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. 
ö a the propri of 


* 
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and by political 
: cations, witbhold the Rights of Nature from 
| Brother vou to rally all the 
Friends of Liberty within your cirole round a/ 
. Society of this kind as a centre. Draw her 
and braveſt thoughts, your beſt and 
Gravel men. You will experience, as we have: 
done, that theſe Points of Union will quickly 
attract numbers, ee of - foed 
Societies, acting in concert, moving as one body, 
with one impulſe and one direction, will, in no 
Jong time, become not parts of the nation, but 
the nation itſelf ; ſpeaking with its; voice, ex- 
preſſing its will, reſiſtleſs in its power. We 
again entreat you to look around for Men fit to 
form thoſe ſtable Supports on which Ireland may 
reſt the Lever of Liberty. If there be but Ten, 
take thoſe Ten. If there be but Two, take 
tboſe Two, and truſt with confidence to the ſin- 
cerity of your intention, the juſtice of your cauſe, 
and the ſupport of your Country. 
Two of; s intereſt the; Nation—A Plan of 
Repreſentation—and the means of accompliſhing 
it.—Theſe ſocjeties will be a moſt powerful 
means. But a popular Plan would itſelf be a 
means for its own accompliſhment. We have, 
therefore, to requeſt, that you will favour- us 
wich your ideas reſpecting the Plan which. ap- 


- 


your n | 
the means of promoting it, on 
ſtate and diſpoſition of the county 


the greater probably will be the xebſance. Y 

w that | G18 that requires be 
brought into miaſs, as well as much maſſy body | 
that muſt be refined into ſpirit. We 99 many 
enemies, and no enemy is contemptible. We 
do not deſpiſęe the enemies of the Unjon, the 
rA dut we are not 
of a nature, nor have we encouraged the habit 
A fearing 12 or any Body of Men, in 
bare e like the preſent, we declare that we 
ave found it always more difficult to attempt, 
than to accompliſh. . The of Ireland muſt | 
perform, all that they wi they attempt all 
uat Whey calle. Br 


Signed by Order, 
JAMES NAPPER T ANDY, Sec. 


To wwhom Letters un this ſubje@t are to be addreſſed. 
; | | 2 "IH : 
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URCHIBALD HAMILTON Ro OV AN, 
| Eg. in the Cart 
[Ra Hom. Pony — hoving been, Ben im no- 
8 But of perfonal dehcacy, requeſted to leave it.) 


' RESOLVED. UNANIMOUSLY, | 4. 
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Laar the exerciſe of e | 
11 is as dangerous to the Liberty of the Sub- 
ject, as the exerciſe of unlimited prerogative 
and equally unrecognized by the true 7228 of 
the Laws and Conſtitution. 

II. Tua r having aſſociated for the attainment 
of great national objects, and to promote 
union among Iriſhmen of all religious per- 
ſuaſions, this Society is entitled to the re- 
ſpect, which objects of ſuch importance na- 
turally claim. 

1 THAT an inſolent menace having been 
publicly thrown out, reſpecting this Society, 

e think it incumbent on us to declare that 
we do not ſhrink from, but auxiouſly deſire 
to meet any conſtitutional inquiry into our 

* -principles, and conduct; and reterving tor 
that occaſion the juſtification of our actions, 
we reſign to merited contempt, the ſcorn of 


ofirtal ſtation, or the ſcoff of unprincipled 
UVeraily.' 


, 


— 


F 


V. Tuer Five Thouſand Copies of our De- 


e 
Fur Committee of Correlpandence. © rut; 
© "THEO. WOLFE TONE, Pro, Sec, 


a * 


** 


. 44-4 . 4 7 1 4 BE * 
ro THE SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN 
e is BELFAST. .. 

d E 5 f ö a 7 | 

Pro MP TED by Duty as well as Inclination 
to make always an early Anſwer to your Letters, 
our Delay in the preſent Inſtance was at firſt occa- 
fioned by trivial Circumſtances, made important 
merely by their Number, but latterly has been 


owing to a ſimple and a ſerious. Cauſe.— The 
compelled Abſence of our Secretary Mr. NAPPER 


.TANDY, a Man who with an ere& Mind, and 


an honeſt Heart, has during a long courſe of 
Years,' ſtem'd the torrent 7 7 corruption, in the 
midſt of a corrupt City; who at the Riſk even 
of his Popularity the ſole Reward of a Lite 


ſpent in the public-ſervice, entered with: Adour 


into your ſcheme of coaleſcing all religious Per- 
ſuaſions in the we of a common Cauſe; and 


who, if he now ſuffers, has the Contolation to 


think that he ſuffers ig common with Magna 
Charta. The fundamental Principles of the 
Conſt itution are violated in his Perſon: the per- 
ſonal Liberty of the Subject is laid proſtrate at 
the Mercy of a Reſolution of one branch of Le- 


 Sgiflature, the priva lex becomes equivalent to an 


act of Legiſlation.: s Proclamation foreruns law, 


4 N 
N * 


t 69 5 


2 r thieves of the * Fare & 
. 66 the one hand, and 
Preroga Fe on a” While we are 5 


of EjeQive Frapchiſe LS PoliticaF Power, let 
s take heed that we are not loſing even civil 
iberty, and that a cuſtom of Parliament does 


| Hot operate as-a real Lettre de Cachet, againſt 


Perſonal Security and freedom. Whether the 
1 which the Houſe of Cn ik 


MEmberys Sr r the pri hi n 
1 em from the abuſe of Pravgative, ay ee 


de converted into An” omn inſtrument of 
miniſterial Vengeadce againſt the people, ſtretch- 


ity Arm acroſs the Nation, and ſuſpending 
as naturat Proceſs of Law, (all Crimes bein 
<ognizable in their proper Courts) whether ſi » Wy 
à power not founded on any Principle, not der 


ned by any rule, and juſtified ny, by acc; rnd 


ice, be conſiſtent with the Liberty o 
ation, the ſacred trial by jury, the law of 8 
land, judge ye | We ſhall only aſk what is ty- 
ranny but the five and injurious exertioh of 


; > orgy: and indefinite Authority, where 


oy who do Injuſtice commit it with Impunity, 
he who ſuffers it, is without Redreſs, however 
Innocent he may be, however Meritorious, We 
Join with you in thinking that the reciproca} Ad- 
miſſion of Members ſubje& to the Regulations 
you mention would ſerve to draw the bonds o 
33 Brotherhood more cloſely between our 

ieties, and the adoption of ſuch a Seal as you 
bio deſcribed has the ſtamp of our appro- 

ation, | 


Fobrory 28th, 179% | 
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| SOCIBTY or UNITED NAB. on 


The Has. SIMON BUTLER in the Chairs 
| The llowing Let was nad from the Chair. 


MY DEAR six, 


Lege rt tar yori 6 6 pot 
as to lay the — 3.— | 
Society of United Iriſhmen, as the = 2 
Abſence from that moſt reſpectabie Pod 
On the 22d Day of Feb. laſt, L Com 
having been made to the Houſe of 5 wy 
— its Members, of a Breach of we fo: 
— by me, the Houſe, without 
moning me to anſwer the Complaint, 
that I ſhould be immediately taken into bo ws 
of the Serjeant at Arms, and brought forthwi y 
to the Bar of the Houſe. The Serjeant at Arms 
informed the Houſe, that he had diſpatched three 
of the Meſſengers attending the Houle to execute 
the Order for taking me into his Cuſtody ;' one 
of whom being brought to the Bar, informed 
the Houſe, that he went to the Houſe of Mr. 
James Tandy, in Chancery-lane, where he ar- 
reſted me, and ſhewed me the Warrant and his 
Authority; that I went into a Parlour, as if 
for my Hat, but ſhut the Door, and — my 
Eſcape, as he ſuppoſed, through a Window. 
The tbuſe then reiolved, that I, having been' 
arreſted by a Warrant from Mr. Speaker, ifſued 
by the Order of the Houſe, and having made my 
Etcape trom the Officer of the Houte who arreſted 


me, was guilty of a groſs Violation of the Pri“ 

vileges of the Houſe, and reſolved, that an hum- 

ble Addreſs be ted to the Lord Lieutenant, 

| that he would graciouſly pleaſed to direct, 

b that a Proclamation might iſſue for apprehending 

me, with à Promiſe of Reward for the ſame, and 

that ſaid Addreſs be forthwith preſented to the 

Lord Lieutenant by ſuch Members of the Houſe 

as were of his Majeſty's Moft Hon. Privy Coun- 

cil. The Addreſs having been accordingly pre- 

ſented by the Houſe to the Lord Lieutenant, a 

Proclamation was inſtantly iſſued by the Lord 

Lieutenant and, Council for apprehending me, 

with a Promiſe of Reward for the ſame. The 

, | Proclamation recites the Information given to 

. - the Houſe by the Serjeant at Arms and Meſſen- 

ger, and the Reſolution of the Houſe, ſublequent 

to the ſame, but does not ſet forth the original 

Complaint, or the immediate Order in Conſe- 

' quence thereof; but direts the Perſon who 

Trould apprehend me, to carry me before ſome of 
the Juſtices of the Peace, or Chief Magiſtrates . 
of the County, Town, or Place where I ſhould 
be apprehended, who are reſpectively required 
to ſecure me, ald thereof given ſpeedy Notice to 
the Speaker of the Houſe, the Serjeant at Arms 
.* attending the ſaid Houſe, and to the Clerk of 
the Council, to the Emi that I might be torth- 
coming to be dealt with or-proceeded againit ac. 

cording to Law]; and for Prevention bf my Eſcape | 
into Parts beyond Seas, it commands all Officers 
of the Cuſtoms, and other Officers and Subjects, 
of and in the reſpective Ports and maratime 
-,, "Towns and Places within the Kingdom, to be 
careful and diligent in the Examination of all 
' Perſons that ſhall paſs or endeavaur to paſs be- 
_.yond the Seas; and it alſo ſtriftly commands ail 
9 as they will anſwer the contrary at their 
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Perils, not any ways to conceal, but to-diſcover 
me, to the End that I may be ſecured. | 


L have the Honour to be, 
5 Very truly and ſincerely yours, 
March JAMES NAPPER TANDY. 
26, 1792. 5 
P. 8. Iencloſe you the Proclamation and Votes. 
To the Hon. Simon Butler, Prefident + 2 
Society of United Iriſbmen. 


* 


The foregoing Letter was ordered to be enter- 
ed on the Journals of the Society. 
0 8 0 , a 


RxsolvE Db, UNANIMOUSLY, That the Power 
aſſumed by the Houſe of Commons to order the 
Serjeant at Arms to take into r a Subje& 
of this Realm, not a member of that Houſe, 
"yy Complaint made by one of its Members 
of a Breach of Privilege, without ſummoning 
the Party complained of, to anſwer the Com- 
plaint, is unwarranted by the Laws of the Land, 
' RESOLVED, UNANIMOUSLY, That the Procla- 
mation iſſued in this Caſe is not warranted by Law. 

RBSOLVED, UNANIMOUSLY, That the Liberty 
of the Subject is 'violated in the Perſon of Mr. 
Tandy, that his Cauſe muſt now be conſidered 
as that of the Public, and brought forward to 
receive a judicial Deciſion. * 

RE80LVED, UNANIMOUSLY, That a Committee 
of Secrecy be appointed to carry the laſt mentioned 
Reſolution into Effect, and impowered to draw 


tte inſidious 4 em ＋ to ſtifle the Ca- 


(uw) 
on the Treaſurer ſuch Fums as it rea 

jan ap boy woe? ogg 1 

5 | Signed by Order, 

TIO: n TONE, Pro. Fee. o 


on 


| FEED $47h. 1752. | 
sochry or UNITED — ar 


DUBLIN. 


The Ho. SIMON BUTLER in the Chair 


Tye FOLLOWING | 2 
ADDRESS 
WAs brain Aangv TO FROM THIS zent ” 


TO THE NATION, 


V 3 indignation 


tholic Voice in its hum preſentation of = 
Grieyances which afflict the le, and of the 
Remedy ſpecified ta redreſs them, We —.— 


that men af any pretenſions to common ſenſe and 


public ſpirit mould have been blindly ſeduced 


into het publication of the moſt flagrant, abſur- 
dities, calumnies, and libels, dena the 3 


Ned, patient, and numerous deſeri 3 
nn Citizens. That ſuch publications 


ſhould have iflyed the Grand- Jury- Room 
cannot be matter 1 ＋ Sinee the naomi; 
been transferred from tho 


nation 181 Sheriffs b 


6 
deople t the Crown, Grand Juries,' which are 
turnable by theſe officers, have loſt their ori- 
ina] character of Independence, and are now 


jotoriouſly ſubordinate to. Ariſtocratic Intrigue 
nd Miniſterial Corruption. As therefore theſo 
ncient bodies, which ſhould be the ſacred Or- 
rans of Truth, as well as the Guardians of the 
onſtitution, have in this inſtance degenerated 
nto inſtruments of prejudice and eivil diſſention, 
e feel it a duty which we owe ary ng juſtice 
s well as to our country, to appeal from the un- 
uſt ſentence of a few influenced men to the Tri. 
dunal of a rational Nation. 


It 1 that a ſmall diſperſed number of In- 
lividuals of 


hority from the body at large, were, in the 
ourſe of laſt Seſſion, cajoled into the meaſure ot 
preſenting an eleemoſynary Addreſs to Govern - 
nent, and this was craftily- made the vehicle of 
obſcure and ill- founded cenſure upon the 
onſtitutional conduct of the Catholie Committee. 
he embarraſſment occafioned by this ſtale ar- 
tifice determined the Committee to obtain an 
nequi vocal expreſſion of the Catholic ſentiment z 
and with this view they printed, publiſhed, and 
irculated throughout Ireland ſeveral. thouſand 
opies of a Letter, ſubmitting to the Catholic 
people a Plan for elefting Delegates to the Ge- 
zera} Committee: a Plan at once the moſt ſimple, 
prderly, and the beſt calculated for framing an 
nqueſtionable organ of public opinion. The 
Letter ſolicits the attendance of ö — ap- 
pointed for the expreſs purpoſe and with the ex- 
preſs inſtruction of 1MPLORING and SUPPLI- 
ATING from the Legiſlature and the Soverei 
u participation in the Elective Franchiſe and the 
deneſit of the Trial by Jury.—It is worthy of 

emark, that this Letter is utterly ſilent upon 


* 


the Catholic perſuaſion, without au- 


8 62 1 
the ground of conſtitutional right, and "never 
» ſtates this application as intended to be made 
upon any other principle than as a neceſſary 
means of ſecuring to the Catholics anzequal ac- 
ceſs to Leaſehold Property and a fair Diſtribution 
of "Juſtice, Upon this proceeding, ſo ſimple, 
and ſo obviouſly conformable to the fundamental 
principles of Law and Conſtitution, Pettifogging 
Chicane, ſitting in council with Bigotry and 
- Nonſenſe, having ingeriouſly diſcovered that the 
Letter was circulated with great ſecrecy, pro- 
nounces the publication to be of a moſt dange- 
rous, ſeditious, and inflammatory tendenry— 
the phantom of a Popiſh Congreſs is raiſed— the 
ſcare- crow image of a French National Aſſembly 
is conjured up— the viſion of a Gun- powder plot 
appears —and the ſuppliant Committee of an en- 
ſlaved people is identified with Sovereign Legiſ- 
Jative Bodies. 22 8 
We ſay * enſlaved”, for it will not be denied 
that * are enſlaved, who being excluded 
from all ſhare in the Legiſlature of their coun- 
try, are nevertheleſs ſubject to Laws and "Taxes 
impoſed on them without their conſent. “ Law 
to bind all muſt be -afſented to by all.“ —It is 
not in a ſyſtem of extirpation by penal laws 
it js in the free agency of the people that we 
are to ſeek for the true and permanent principle 
of a free and proſperous government.— The man 
who ſays that a political conſtitution can be up · 
held by penal laws, may ſay that the human 
conſtitution can be nouriſhed by the uſe of flow 
iſon. IT KY 
Where ſo ſmall a portion of ſo large a maſs 
exerciſes the Elective Franchiſe, - and -a decided 
majority of that ſmall portion forms the-noto- 
rious property of a, venal Ariſtocraey, we con- 


„* 9 
ſider the EleQive Body of the people as nothing 
more than the ſemblance of a larger Species of 
Corporation.— Hence, that political Ignorance, 
de chat ſelfiſh ſpirit of monopoly, that jealous hoſti - 
'Y Wity to the general happineſs, which muſt ever 
c- acharacteriſe theſe avaricious retailers of freedom, 
on nave alſo inſected a great number of the Elective 
e, Body of the nation. A 2 
al Hirelings, whom we have at all prices, cry 
out, THAT THE CATHOLICS PREFER THEIR: 
ad WW courLaints IN A 8TILE OF DEMAND.—Such 
he language could not have been uttered in a FREE 
0- and; it is the inſolent dictation of deſpotiſm; 
e Wits authors may wiſh for fellow flaves, but we 
imc for fellow. citizens. The Catholics have 
be Never addrefſed the Legiſlature with due reſpect; 
ly Wthcir ſubmiſſive conduct is unqueſtionable: hut 
ot in our mind they only ſhew themſelves wor- 
n- Wthy of their rights, when they reclaim them. 
Is it meant to deny them the right of petiti- 
oning ?— To queſtion their right of meeting 
praceably for that -purpoſe amounts to ſuch a 
denia'. This would be a falſe as well as a moft 
miſchievous doQtrinez for it would neceſſarily 
throw the ſubje& upon the alternative of vio- 
-nce, He, muſt either ſuffer or reit ;—and. of 
ourſe he mult filent,y fink under Deſpotiſm or 
break out into Anarchy.—When, the Inno- 
re puniſhed by law, the ſeverity of Negro-ſer- 
tude alone could preclude them from the right 
df petitioning. | "uf ; 
* If the charges made againſt the Catholic Com- 
mittee were founded in truth, Grand Juries, 
nder the obligations of their oath and public 
ation, ſhould have preſented them if falle, then 
dave 2 Grand Juries bern, guilty of defama- 
ory ubels, Wot WS Fes 4 


- 


brethren Political miſtruſt has not yet deviſed 


chiſe and the Trial by Jury. Popery is no _— 
' Catholics" ſtand before us as POLITICAL PRo- 


review, and the treacherous conſiſtency of their 


of univerſa] emancipation and repreſentative Le- 
giſlature, we cannot ſeparate our duty to our 


nation; the relief they ſolicit is the relief of the 


: . 
What ſecurity do we 


e of our Catholie 


a teſt, which = have . not cheerfully taken, 
They diſclaim thoſe abominable principles 


' Inconſiſtent with good government which have 


been falſely imputed to them by thoſe whoſe mo. 


nopoly was ſuſtained by the divifions of their 
country. They ayow their ſupport of the church 


eſtabl t. They are even willing to wor- 


Ahip that new born Chimera, The Proteſtant 


endency, provided the jealous Idol may be ap- 

ed without the ſacrifice of the Elective Fran- 

to be met with, but in the ſtatute book. The 
TESTANTS, for the eſt againſt the errors of 
'the State, and 1.4 liſh the REFOR, 
Marion of the Conſtitution. © 
Will the men who ſuborn this upſtart zeal for 
the inte ity of the Conſtitution, ſubmit their 
labours for its preſervation during ſome years paſt 
to a candid and critical examination ?P—Short is 
the catalogue of THEIR ſervices—what has ſigna- 
lized their political career? What, but an uni- 
form exertion” to ſtifle all efforts for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of Iriſh freedom. —Indignant at the odious 


preſent conduct, we gladly turn away to acknow- 
[edge with pride, that the virtuous founder o 
the Revolution of 1782 is alſo the leader in the 
great patriotic work of this day. . 

As for our part, aſſociated for the attainment 


country from our duty to our countrymen. The 
grievances they ſuffer are the grievances of the 


” 2 5 
Fx 


„ | 
natlon ; and ds the true policy of ſtates as 
well ad of idee . Juſtice; we cheriſſi the 

ateful hope that the riſing * of Union in a 
Feral age — its triumph, ' 


THOMAS WRIC HT, Sr. 
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UNITED IRISHMEN or DUBLIN. NF. 
The Hon. SIMON. BUTLER in the Chair. 
Tur $6ery of UniTED IriSHMEN in 
DuBLIiN, Addreſs the F&1EnDs of the PEOPLE 
at-LonDoN. Impreſſed with the reſemblance in 
the title, nature and deſtination of their reſpe&ive 
inſtitutions; and acting under that fraternity of feel. 
ing, which ſuch a co-infidence naturally inſpires. 
The title which you bear is a glorious one, and 
we. too are Friends of the People. If we be 
aſked © who are the People? we turn not our 
eyes. here and there, to this party, or to that 
222 and ery, Lo! the people; but we 

K around us without partiality or predilection, 
and we anſwer, the multitude of human beings, 
the living maſs of humanity. aſſociated to exiſt, 
to ſubliſt, and to be happy. In them and them 
only. we find the etiginal of facial authority, the 
WE Zn e 14 7 
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RES > 
" meaſure of political value, and the pedeſtal of 
legitimate power. N e be . bd SES 
As friends of the People, upholding their 
rights, and deploring their ſufferings, the great 
object of this — is a real repreſentation of 
the Iriſh Nation in an Iriſh Parliament; and 
as friends of the whole people, we ſupport the 
neceſſity of Catholic emancipation as a means 
of making repreſentation what it ought to be, 
e and Entire. If the people of one 
country be not obliged to obey the laws of an- 
other, on the ſame principle when the people re- 
ſident in a country, have no ſort of influence 
over. the legiſlature, that legiſlature will receive 
rather x diſcretional acquieſcence than legitimate 
_ obgdlience; and as this diſcretional ſtate is dan- 
gerous, becauſe. precarious, a change becomes - 
neceſſary for the peace and happineſs of the na- 
tion, violence being the laſt meaſure to which ra- 
tional beings will reſort. T7” 2 
The preſent ſtate of Ireland with regard to 
Population is upwards of four millions, three of 
which are of the Catholic Religion; and with 
regard to Political freedom. „ 
1. The State of Ay nay repreſentation is as 
follows: 17 Boroughs have no reſident elector; 
16 have but one; 16 have from 2 to 5; 90 have 
13 electors each; go perſons return for 106 venal 
boroughs, that is 212 members out of 300, the 
. whole number. 54 Members are returned by 
five noblemen and four biſhops, and borough in- 
fluence has given landlords ſuch power in the 
counties as makes them W alſo— 53 peers 
nominates 124 Members, influence 10, {6 


- that-228 are returned by 105 Individuals, leav- 
ing only 72 out of zoo to the free election of the 
ople. One Lord who nominates 4 Members, 
is not à Peer of Ireland, and eleven Lords who 


- _— „ 


an r r 


ito placed, in mockery, for js I encireled with. . 


— 
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are Triſh Peers, are abſentees, and ſpend their for- 


tunes out of the realm; to the repreſentation of 
which they ſend their commands and are obeyed, 
notwithſtanding two ſolemn votes of the Com- 
mons againſt this high infringement of their Li- 
berties and Privileges. In ſhort, entation, 
which in its nature is only a t, has been 
converted into a property, and that conſtitution 
which is founded on equal - liberty, and which 
declares that = tax ſhall be levied 8 — 
« good will'“ of the le, is totally pervert 

in Ts principles and corrupted in its ai, 
yet the majeſty of the people is ſtill quoted with 
affected veneration; and af the crown be offen- 
ſibly placed on a part of the Proteſtaiſt portity 


thorns. 2 
2. With regard to the Catholics, the following 
is the ſimple and ſorrowful fact: Three millions, 
every one af whom has an intereſt in the ſtate, 
and | give it its value, are taxed without 
being reprefented, and bound By laws to which 


8 thay have not given conſent“ They now. require 


2 of political liberty, in the participation 
of the EleQive Franchiſe, and of Ant dert in 
the privilege of ſerving on Grand Juries. ere 
can be no civil without political liberty, and in 
requiring the right of ſuffrage they in reality de- 
mand only à ſafeguard for their religion, their 
property and'their lives. 

he code'of penal Laws againſt the Catholics 
reduced oppreſſion into a ſyſtem : The action and 
preſſure of this & op continually accumulating 
without any te- action on the part of the ſufferers, 
ſunk in the lethargy of ſervitude, have confirmed 
the rning portion of the people in a habit 
of domination, This Habit, mixing with the 


rn and the irritations of 
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the moment, has impreſſed a ſtrange perſuafion, 
that the rights of the plurality are Proteſtant pro- 
| „and that the birth-right of millions, botn 
and to be born, continue the ſpoils of war and 
booty of conqueſt. The perverſion of the un- 
derſtanding perverts the heart, and this Proteſ- 
tant aſcendancy, as it calls it. lf, ùniting power 
with paſſion, and hating the Catholics becauſe ' it 
has injured them, on a bare inquiſitorial ſuſpicion, 
inſufficient to criminate an individual, would 
eraſe a whole people from the roll of citizenſhip, 
and for the * (if they were ſins) of remote 


anceſtors would attaint their remoteſt poſterity. 
We have read, and read with horror, that Louis 
* 113th, ordered the children to be placed under the 
* ſcaffold where the father was beheaded, that the 
might be ſprinkled wich his blood. / 
Is it, we think, by this unequal diſtribution 
of popular privilege, that its very nature has, 


in this kingdom, been corrupted, and from the 
moment that equality of rights was overturned, 
and general liberty became particular power, the 
public mind has been ſplit into a conflict of fac- 
tions. General diſtribution af the (I ctive fran- 
chiſe would make corruption impracticable, but 
'when common right becomes the. property of 
perion, party or. perſuaſion, it acquires a value 
_ equally unnatural and unconſt tutional; is bought 
and fold; rites or falls, like any marketable 
. commodity. The deprivation of the elective 
tranchiſe, on the one hand, robs a-great majority 
of the nation of an invaluable bleſling; and us 
accumulation in the hands of the Protettaut por- 
tion, operates on that very portron as à curfe, 
Tune right of all, heaped up and hoarded by the 
fea, becomes a pubiic — and the nutriment 
of the conſtitution is changed into its poiſon. 


The iniquitous monopoly rots in boroughs; 


_ * 
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ſpreads its contagion through counties z taint® 
morals and manners; makes elections mere fair“? 
fer the traffic of franchiſe and the ſale of men ; 
in place of that nationality. of mind which-ſpreads 
its parental embrace around a whole people, ſub- 
ſtitutes the envious, excluding ſpirit of ſelfiſn 
corporations; and ſwelling, at length, into mon- 
ſtrous and - gigantic - aſcendancy, holds forth a 
hundred. thouland hands to bribe and betray, 
and tramples with a hundred thouſand feet on 
thoſe miſerable millions who have loſt their only 
guarantee againſt injuſtice and oppreſſion. 

Inſtructed by the Genius of the Conſtitution, 
and the genuine Spirit of the Laws; inftrufted, 
of late, by all that has been- ſpoken, or written, 
or ated, or ſuffered in the cauſe -of freedom ; 
inſtructed by the late revolution in America, by 
the late revolution in Ireland, by the late revo- 
in France; hearing of all that has been done 
over the face of the globe for Liberty, and feel-' 
ing all that can be ſuffered from the want of it; 
reading the charter of independence to Ireland, 
and liſtening to the ſpirit-ſtirring voice of her 
great deliverer; actuated, in fine, by that im- 
periſhable ſpark in the boſom of man which the 
ſervitude of a century may ſmother, but cannot 
extinguiſh, the Catholics of this country have 
been leſſoned into liberty, have learned to know 
their rights, to be ſenſible of their wrongs, and 
to detail by peaceable delegation, their griev- 
ances, rather than endure without - obedience. 
You!—in either kingdoms, who reproach the 
Catholics of Ireland tor aſſerting the rights of 
nature, burn your, books, tear your charters, 
break down your free preſs, and crumble to 
Pieces thoſe moulds which have caſt liberty in ſo 


Lair a form, as to make Catholics feel what Pro- 
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46 
teſtants have felt, and join their admiration and 
love with thoſe of a worſhipping world. 
This Society and many other Societies have 
aſſociated to create that union of power, and that 
brotherhood of affection among all the inhabi- 
tants of this Iſland, which is the intereſt as well 
as duty of all. We are all Iriſhmen,. and our 
object is to unite the different deſcriptions of 
religion in the cauſe of our comman country. 
From: the moſt oppoſite points in the wide cir- 
cumference of religions we tend with increafing 
velocity to the ſame, centre of political union. 
A. reform in parliament preceding Catholic en- 
franchiſement would be in its nature partial and 
excluſive, and unleſs a reform i iately fol- 
Jows that emancipation (which it will certainly 
do) the extenſion of elective franchiſe, would 
only add to the maſa of corruption. The centre 
af our union is fixed and immoveable. The 
Preſbyterian wiſhes for national freedom. The 
-atholic aſpires. to nothing more; nor can either 
of them be brought to believe that thoſe varie - 
ties of religious faith, which may be deemed 
the pleaſures of the Creator, ſhould be made the 
engines of political torture to of his -crea- 
. tures, , Too long have our e been ſet in 
array of battle againſt each other; too long have 
the  rancour and revenge of our anceſtors been 
. - left as a legacy of blood to their poſterity ; too 
long has one limb: of the ſocial body been tied 
down, until it had nearly loſt all feeling, life 
and energy. It is our wiſh, it is our hope, to 
ive Ireland the full and free poſſeſſion of both 
her arms, her Catholic arm as well as her Pro- 
eftant arm, that ſhe may the better embrace her 
Friends or grapple with her Foes. — 
Buch are the principles and practice of our In- 
ſtitution, which having neither power nor patron- 
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629 | | 
but merely the energy of honeſty, has not 
js 74 been 00 by the calumnies of. thoſe 


who are born only to bite the heel, and be cruſhed 
under foot, but has been honoured by the oblo- 
quy of men who fill the firſt offices in the ſtate. 
From them we appeal to natural right, and eternal 
Juſtice, which ought ever to be eſtabliſhed without 
compromiſe or r tion. From them we appeal 
to thoſe who call themſelves Friends of the People. 
Look not upon Ireland with an eye of indifference. | 


The period of Iriſh infignificance is paſſing faſt 


away. If the nation ever a contemptible, ( 
it was becauſe the nation did not act; but no f 
{Toner in the late war was it — by G- 
vernment, than it roſe to diſtinction as a People. 
As to any union between the iſlands, believe us f 
when we aſſert that our union reſts upon our mu- 
tual independence. We ſhall love each other, f 
awe be left to ourſelves. It is the union of minds _ 
which ought to bind theſe nations together. Reci- — 
procal intereſts and mutual wants will ever ſecure 
mutual affection; but were any other union to be - | 
forced, and force only could any end > would: 
endanger your liberties, and we ſhould loſe our 
rights; you would feel the influence of the crown 
increale beyond all ſufferance, and we ſhould Joſe ( 
the name and energies of a people, with every hope . 
of raiſing to its merited ſtation in the map of man- 
kind this noble and neglected Iſland “ for which 


Ood has done ſo much and Man ſo little.“ 


signed by Order, | 
' THOMAS WRIGHT, Seryetary; 
Dublin, OHober 26th, 1792. 
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8 WO of the Catholics of Dublin, R 
am tart to beg a copy of their proceed- 
.ings on W October 31ſt. 

| Ive truft you oy; frfd in that paper, a juſt re- 
Rection of your own principles, no leſs hopgur-, 
able to yourſelves, than advantageous to the true 
intereſts of your Country. 
With every ſentiment of gratitude for the ſer⸗ 
vices which the Cat olic cauſe molt received 5 
your hands, we are Sir, your moſt ob] 
We vr, | 7 pi 


By order of the Meeting, 
' THOMAS BRAUGHAL, . 
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CATHOLIC MEETING « or * DUBLIN... | 


RESOLVED 


N we embrace t ha to 2 
t our Thanks to the 1 opportunity to 

th Houſes of Parliament, who bond nobly See Roo 
forward in ſupport of Catholic Emanci 
and the Right of the Subject to Petition for Rev 
dreſs of Grievances. | 

That our warmeſt Gratitude is due and rad 
reſpectfully offered to our countrymen the Citi- 
zens of Belfaſt, for the 1 and — ex- 
ertions which they have o a all occaſions made 
in ſupport of icky The 2 the example of 
liberality and genuine public ſpirit which Fey 
have thereby ſhewn ta the Kingdom at 5 

That our ſincere Thanks àre likewiſe due to 
the different Volunteer Corps lately reviewed in 
Ulſter, to the Societies - of United Iriſhmen of 
Dublin and Belfaſt, to the Proteſtant Freeholders 
of Cork, the different Gentlemen who at Grand 
Jui:s and County Meetings have ſupported our 
Cauſe, and. to all others among our Proteſtant 
Brethren, who have fnanifeſted a wiſh for our 
Emancipation ; and we truſt we ſhall evince by 
our conduct, that we are not inſenſible nor un- 
worthy of the kindneſs which they have ſhewn- 


us. 


That our Chairman be ordered to 3 
Copies of this Day's proceedings to the Chair- 
man of the Town- Meeting of Belfaſt, the Chair< 

man of the different Societics of United Iriſh- 


12 1 
men, the different Reviewing Officers in Ulſter, 
end the other diſtinguiſhed Characters who have 
intereſt themſelves in the Cauſe of Catholic Eman- 
cipation. . Ko nen l 
By Order of the Meeting 
SIMON Mc. GUTIRE, Secretary. 
4 f 23, 1793. 
ADDRESS -rzou THz SOCIETY or UNITED 
- IRISHEN in DUBLIN, To. Tye DELE- 


- GATES. FOR PROMOTING, a REFOKM 1N 
. SCOTLAND. . ow 


[ 


., WILLIAM DRENNAN, Chairman. | 


ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN, Sec. 


VV E take'theliberty of addreſſing you, in the 
ſpirit of civil union, in the fellowſhip of a juſt and 
a- common cauſe... We greatly rejoice that the 
fpirit of freedom moves over the face of Scotland; 
that light ſeems to break from the chaos of her 
internal government; and that a country ſo reſpect- 
ahle for her attainments in ſcience, in arts, and 
in arms; for men of literary eminence; for the 
intelligence and morality of her people, now acts 

from a conviction of the union between virtue, 
letters, and liberty: and, now riſes to diſtinction, 
not by a calm, conteuted, ſecret wiſh, for a Re- 
form in Parliament, but by openly, actively, and 
urgently aug it, with the unity and energy of 
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conſider as merged 
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an emhodied natign. Wa rejoice that you da not 
el and melted down 
inte another country, but that in this 1 
onal queſtion, you are ſtill-$cotland-the 3 
where Buchanan wrote, and Fletcher ſpake, and 
Wallace fought: #27 v3 94) 

Away from us and from pur children thaſe : 
antipathies ſo unworthy of the manhood © nat i- 


ons, which inſulate individuals as well as cou r 
and drive the citizen back to the favage. -: - 
teem and we reſpet you. We pan meritac K. 
nour to a nation in general well ated, and well 
informed, becauſe we know that the ignorance of 
the people is the cauſe and effect of all civil-and; 
religious deſpotiſm. We honour a nation regular 
in their lives, and ſtrict in their manners, becauſe 
we conceive private morality ta be the only ſecure 
foundation of public policy. We hanour a nation 
eminent for men of 1 and we truſt that they 
will now exert themſelves not ſo much in peruſing 
and penning the hiſtories of other countries, as in 
making their own a ſubject for the hiſtorian. * 
we venture to obſerve to them that mankind have 
been too ive; canonized antiquity, aud 
undervalued themſelves. Man has repoſed 
ruins, and reſted his head on ſome fragments 
the temple of liberty, or at moſt amuſed himſelf in 
pacing the meaſurement of the erlifice, and nicely 
imiting its ions ; nat reflecting that t 
temple is truly Catholic, the \ample earth its area, 


and thearch of heaven, its _— 97 80 

We will lay open ta you our hearts. cauſe 
is your gauſe If there is to be a ſtruggle between 
us, let it be which nation ſhall be foremoſt in the 
race of mind: let this be the noble animoſity kin-' 
— — hoo. ere wer — attain that free 
eonſtitution from ich both are equidiftant „ whe 
ſhall firſt be the faviour of the empf. 


- 


* 


: In YT 
the fenſe of both-countries with reſpect to the 
intolerable abuſes of the conſtitution has been 
clearly manifeſted, and proves that our political 
fituations are not diſſimilar; that our rights and 
wrongs are the ſame. Out of 32 counties in Ire- 
land, 29 petitioned for a Reform in Parliament: 
and out of 56 of the royal Burghs in Scotland, 
Fo petitioned for a Reform in their internal ſtrue- 
ture and Government. If we be rightly informed, 
there is no ſuch thing as popular election in Scot- 
land. The people who ought to poſſeſs that 
weight in the political ſcale, which might bind 
them to the foil, and make them cling. to the con- 
ſtitution, are now as duſt in the ballance, blown' 
abroad by the leaſt impulſe, and ſcattered through 
other countries, merely becauſe they hang ſo looſe- 
ly to their own. They have no ſhare in the nati- 
- onal Firm, and are aggrieved not only by irregular 
and illegal exaction of taxes j by miſrule and 
miſmanagement of ions; by miſcondu& 
of ſelf-eleed. and irreſponſible magiſtrates ; by 
waſte of public property; and by want of com- 
petent judicatures; but, in our opinion, moſt of 
all, by an inadequate Parliamentary repreſentation 
Hor, we afſert, that 45 Commoners and 16 Peers, 
are a pitiful] repreſentation for two millions, and a 
half of people; particularly as your Commoners 
confider themſelves not as the repreſentatives” of 
that people, but of the Councils of the Burghsby 
whom they are-clefted. e e e 
Excluſive charters in favour of Boroughs, mo- 
nopolize the general rights of the people, and that 
act muſt be abſurd which precludes all other towns 
from the power of being reſtored to their ancient 
freedom. 5 1 7 IP , » xt 
We remember that heretable juriſdictions and 
feudal privileges, though expreſſly reſerved 1 * 
act of union (acth art.) were ſet aſide by Act of 


/ 


'( 35) 

Parliament in de., and we — that there is 
much ſtronger ground at prefent, for reſtoring to 
the maſs of — people, their alienated rights, , 
and to the Conſtitution. its ſpirit and its inte- 
grity. \- 1 2 Make * * * . 
Look now we pray you upon IRELAND. ng 
was this — Land — of prejudic 
factions and ferocious parties. The * or ra- 
ther duties of conqueſt were dreadfully abuſed, 
and the Catholic religion was made the perpetual 
pretext for ſubjecting the ſtate by annihilating the 
citizen, and deſtroying not the 5 — perſuaſi- 
on but the man; not popery, but the people. It 
was not till very lately that the part of the nation 
which is truly ln reflected that though their 


anceſtors had. been victorious, they themſelves 
were now included in the general ſubjection; ſub- 
duing only to be ſubdued, and trampled upon by 
Britain as a ſervile dependency. When therefore 


the Proteſtants began to ſuffer what the Catholics 
had ſuffered and were ſuffering ; when from Terv- 
ing as the inſtruments they were made themſelves 
the objects of foreign domination, then they be- 
came conſcious they had a country : and then they 
felt—an. Ireland. They reſiſted Britiſh dominion, 
renounced colonial ſubſerviency, -and following 
the example of a Catholic Parliament juſt a cen- 
tury before, they aſſerted the excluſive juriſdiction 
and legiſlative gompetency of this Iſland, A ſud- 
den light from America ſhone through our priſon. 
Our Volunteers aroſe. The chains fell from our 
hands. We followed Grattan, the angel of our 
deliverance, and in 1782 Ireland ceafed to be a 
province and became a nation. But, with reaſon, 
ſhould. we deſpiſe and renounce this Revolution as 
merely a tranſient burſt through a bad habit; the 
ſudden graſp of neceſſity in deſpair, from tyranny 
in diſtreſe, did we not believe that the Revolution 


nces; 
of 
Catholic emancipation, as well as Proteſtant inde. 
ion indi 
and 


lays a foundation for advancing the whole people 
higher in the ſcale. of being, and diffuſing equal 
and permanent happineſs. "$4426 1-4 
+... Britiſh ſupremacy changed its aſpect, but its 
eſſence remained the ſame. Firſt it was force; - and 
on the event of the late Revolution, it became in- 
fuence; direct hoſtility thifted into ſyſtematic cor- 
rupt ion, ſilently drawing off the virtue and vigour 
of the ifland, without ſhock or exploſion. r- 
ruption that glides into every place, tempts every 
perſon, taints every principle, infects the political 
mind through all its relations and dependencies ; 
ſo regardleſs of public character as to ſet the high- 
eſt honours to ſale, and to purchaſe Boroughs with 
the price of ſuch proſtitution; ſo regardleſs of 
rogues — pe Es > er 8 els 
and m icious bling, and to 
extract a calamitous revenue face jnfatentivn 
and intoxication of the people. tent 
The Proteſtants of Ireland were now ſenſible 
that nothing could counteract this plan of gdebi. 
Jitating policy, but a radical reform in the Houſe 
.of the People, and that without ſuch reform, the 
Revolution itſelf was nominal and deluſive. The 
wheel merely turned round, but it did not move 
forward, and they were as diſtant as ever from the 
gaol. They reiolyed.— They convened—They 
met with arms. — They met without them. They 
yetitioned. But all in vain for, they were but 


. portion of the people. Then around 
and beheld 1 Gabel —— Three 


native land. = 1 of * =, mind 
changed anto Ys t an = 
of 2 — ahd ee 7. wy had 
they Ne. They had ae, They 
had hearts, and they” fe They ſaid . 

2 ive us our irn and po 2222 own 
Give ua a ſhare of civil 1 
elective franchiſe, and the fix by jury ö 
us as men and we ſhall treat you as brothers. * 
taxation without repreſentation a grievancę to three 
millions acroſs the Atlantic, and no grievance to 
three millions at your doors? Theor down down that 
pale of perſecution which ſtill Keeps up civil 
in Ireland, and make us one people. We th 
then ſtand, ſupporting and ſupported, in the 
ſertion of that liberty which is due to all, and 
which all ſhould unite toattain.” * / \ 

It was juſt—and immediately 2 inciple of w- 
heſion took place for the firſt time, among the 
inhabitants of Ireland. All religious per 


found in a political union their common duty and 
their common ſalvation. In this SOCIETY and 


its affiliated Societies, the Catholic and the Preſby- 


terian are at this inſtant holdin 42 their hands 


and opening their hearts to =. others ing ; 
in principles, — 6 in ce, e unite 


for immediate, ample, and bſtantial cuſtice to to . 
the Catholics, aud when that is at a com- 
bined exertion for a reform in Parliament is the 
condition of our compact, and the ſea] of our 


communion. 


( 38 ) 
« beſotted”” le.” A new artifice is adopted, 
and that geſlleld domination which, at firſt, Ped 
as open war, by the length of the fword z then, 
as covert corruption, by the ſtrength of the poi- 
ſon; now aſſumes the ſtile and title of Proteſtant 
Aſcendancy; calls down the name of religion 
from heaven to fow diſcord on earth; to rule by 
anarchy; to keep up diſtruſt and antipathy among 
parties, among periuafions, among families, nay 
to make the paſhons of the individuals ſtruggle, 
like Cain and Abel, in the very home of the heart, 
and to convert every little paltry neceſſity that ac- 
cident, indolence, or extravagance, bring upon a 
man, into a pandar for the purchiate of his honeſty 
and the murder of his reputation. W 
Me will not be the dnpes ot fuch ignodle arti- 
fices.' We ſee this ſcheme of ſtrengrnening poli- 
*tical perſecution and ſtate inquiſittn, by a freſh 
_ infuſion of religious tanaticiſm—burt. we will unite 
and we wilt be Free. Unirciſtil Emancipation with 
Repreſentative Legifleture is the polar principle 
which guides our Society und ſhall guide it through 
all the tumult of fattions and fluctuations of par- 
ties. It is not upon a coalition of oppoſition with 
miniſtry that we depend, bu: upon à coalition of 
Iriſhmen with Iniſhmen, and in that coalitiou 
alone we find an otject worthy of reform, and at 
the ſame time the ſtrength and finew botlr toattain 
and ſecure it. It is not upon external ci cumſtan- 
ces, upon the pledge of man or miniſter, we de- 
' pen:l, but upon the internal energy of the Iriſh 
Nation. We will not buy or borrow liberty from 
America or from France, but manufacture it our- 
4cives, and work it up with thofe materials which 
the hearts of Iriſhmen furniſh them with at home. 
Wie do not worſhip the Britiſh, far leſs the Iriſh 
' Conſt;tutiun, as tent down trom heaven, but we 
conſider at as human workmanthip, which man 


Fr T 0 © Two. 
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has made and man can mend. An -indlterible 


' Conſtitution, whatever be its naure, umiſt be deſ- 


tiſm. It is not the conſtitution but the People 


which ought fo be inviolable, and it is time to 


recognize and renovate the rights of the Engliſh, 


the Scotch,” and the Iriſh Nations.— Rights which 
can neither be bought nor fold, granted by char - 
ter, or foreſtalled by monopoly, but which nature 


dictates as the birth-right of all, and which it is 
the buſineſs of a Conſtitution to define, to enforce, 
and to eftabliſh. If Government has a ſincere 


regard for the ſafety of the conſtitution, let them 


comcide with the people in the ſpeedy reform of 
its abuſes, and not by an obſtinate adherence to 
them, drive that people into Republicaniſm | 

We have told you what our fituation was, what 


it is, what it ought to be: our end, a National 


Legiſlature ; our means, an union of the whcle 
people. Let this union extend throughcut the 
Empire. Let all unite for all, or each man ſuffer 
for all. In each countyy let the people aſſemble 


in peaceful and conſtitutional Convention. Let 


delegates from each country digeſt a plan of re- 
form, beſt adapted to the ſituation and circumſtan- 
ces of their reſpective nations, and let the Legiſ- 
latures be petitioned at once by the urgent and 
unanimous voice of England, Scotland, and Ire- 


land. 


You have our ideas. Anſwer us, and that 


quickly. This is not a time to procraſtinate. 


Your illuſtrious Fletcher has ſaid, that the hberties 


of a people are hot to be ſecured, without paſſing 


through great difficulties, and no toi] or jabours 


- ought to be declined to preſerve a nation from ſla- 


very. He ſpoke weil: and we add, that it is in- 
cumbent on every nation who adventures into a 


. c.nfli& for ſrerdom, to remember it is on the 


event (however —y depends the eſtimatien 
| 7 2 ; ; 


| ſedly into the committal of national character, or 
. if that be already made, let the fame conſideration | 
1 impel us all to advance with active not ve 
1 perſeverance, with manly confidence and calm 
14 determination, ſmiling with equal ſcorn at the 
Wl - bluſter of official arrogance, and the whiſper of 
Wl ivate malevolence, until we have planted / the 
5 fag of Freedom on the ſummit, and are'at once 
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15 HIS Society has paſſed a reſolution, « that 


| we do proceed immediately to effect a better or- 
, ganiation and a more intimate union with the dif- 

n Societies of United Iriſhmen than has hi. 
therto ſubſiſted. We are alſo enjoined by a ſubſe. 
quent order to communicate all the publications of 
_ this Body to the Confederated Societies. We ſhall 

accordingly now and henceforward tranſmit to you 
all ſuch papers and we ſolicit the ſatisſaction of 


your concurrence to carry theſe reſolutions inte 
E roy; 


PR oy Ry y— WY "_ _— — = = 


(. 4x ) 
principles and motives of affociation 
an: wan, detailed in our cireular letter and detcla- 
ration: but as our objects are of the firſt moment 
2 the 282 —_— of thoſe — rg 
co-operate us, 4 of corteſpondent im- 
portance. It appears to us, at this intereſting 
criſis, incumbent on patriotic aſſociations of vir- 
tuous and independent men to eſtabliſh f 
meetings, and a mutual communication of all 
their proceedings, Will aſſured that = fund of 
good ſenſe and patriotiim ill exiſts latent 
va, it is our. commoa duty to call forth this vulua- 
ble maſs into life. - Bilence now becomes vriminal, 
and neutrality treaſonable; The private advotate 
of Catholic emancipation and repreſentmtive ſegiſ- 
Jture will be xeckoned among our Enenvies; and 
empleyed as the paſſive inftrament of their urtiſi - 
ces, We ſhould therefore hold a ſtritt inqueſt of 
Kar meaſures, labour to give uniſoh to th 
public ſentiment, and fix its ſta It decetdes 
us to interfere, when Grand Juries follow the ex- 
mple of the Houſe of Commons and miſrepreſent 
the People. We ͤmuſt not ſuſftr Falſehood to ſtalk 
over the Land in Right Honourable Sdlemnity, ts 
invade the National Credit, and arraigu the Na- 
tional Character -e muſt arreſt its progreſs, and 
* its Authors at the Bar of the Nation. 

We cannot too ſtrongly impreſs upon the public 
mind, that the repeal of this or that dbhokious 
Law out of the multitude,—that the removal from 
power bf wp ei ran ſhift our pa · 
fition upon the Wheel of Political Torture. Par- 
ties have changed, and Palliative have beta admi- 
niſtered; but ths Trafhc of iriſh Freedom, and 
the Plunder of Eriſk Property have been atiiferm - 
und It becomes therefore out eſfen- 
tial duty 4d direct the Eye of the People to the 
Polar Star of their r ſalvation, a Repreſen. 

3 


= Can 
| tative Legiflature, while the Echo of that Watch. 
= 
| 


auord of Diſcord, that Motto of Proftitution, the 


| 
| —— Aſcendancy, dies away through reptile 
10 ns. 5 
Finally, in reliance that you have adopted the 
14 Letter of our Teſt, we recommend to your zcal 
my . to diffuſe irs Spirit; becauſe it engrafts the firſt 
lh! duty of gone: Citizen upon the firſt duty of a 
good Chriſtian z becauſe it is a practice ſubverſive ' 
of our Conſtitution, that the King and the Lords 
/ ſhould vote in the Commons Houſe: of Parliament, 
that the Maſs of the People ſhould be excluded 
, From their inalienable Share in the Legiſlature, 
not by the inſenſible abuſes of time, but by an 
expreſs Law; and becauſe this excluſion eſta- 
bliſhes, 'under the maſk of Freedom, a, Syſtem 
of Practical Deſpotiſm over the whole People. | 
| Preſcribing theſe Duties to ourſelves, we ſubmit" 
them to your conſideration, and requeſt the favour 
of your correſpondence. COU 
2 I am, Sir, with great Reſpe&, 
Pour obedient humble Servant, 
A. HAMILTON ROWAN, Secretary. 
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2 December 7, 1792. 
RESOLVED, 'S . 


| Tur having ſo frequently avowed our 
| ſentiments on Univerſal Emancipation, and Re- 
preſentative Legiſlature, it is not neceſſary for 
us at this time to repeat that the Delegates of the 
Catholic People in tbe faithful diſcharge of their 
ſacred truſt, as tending to the Eſtabliſhment of 
perfeft Freedom in the Nation, may be aſſured 
of our zealous co-operation, 5 


% 


Cay. - 

ene en, * Dietnbor 14,” 11980 

as SOCIETY . or UNITED IRISHMEN,, « 

Ar DUBLIN, 7» Tus VOLUNTEERS. 9 
n Of fer 6 

H DRENNAN, Chairman.” 


ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN, See, 


{ 


CITIZEN SOLDIERS, | 


Y 00 64 wks arms to protect your Countt 
from — 4 4 and — domeſtic Adar 
bance. For the ſame purpoſes, it now becomes 
neceſſary that you hould reſume them. A Pro-, 
clamation has been iſſued in England for embody- 
ing the Militia, and a. Proclamation has been. iſe 
ſued by the Lord Lieutenant and Council in Ire 
land, for repreſſing all ſeditious aſſociations. In 
conſequence of both theſe Proclamations, it. is 
reaſonable to apprehend danger from abroad, and 
danger at home. For. whence but from appre- 
hended danger are thoſe menacing preparations for 
war drawn through the Streets of this Capital, or 
whence, if not to create that internal commotion, 
which was not found, to ſhake that credit which 
was not  affedted, to blaſt that Volunteer honour 
which was hitherto invie/ate, are thoſe terrible ſug- 
geſtions and rumours. and whiſpers, that meet us 
at every corner and agitate at leaſt our old men, our 
women and children, Whatever be the motive, 
or from whateverquarter it ariſes, alarm has ariſen z, 
and. you, VOLUNTEERS or IRELAND, are, 
therefore ſummoned. To Arms at the inſtagce af 
Government, as _ as by the reſponlibility at- 
4 


— 


"So 
tachedd to your character, and the permanent obli. 


8 s of your inſtitution. We will not at this 
þ cndetund to quote authorities for. the right 
of having and of uſing arms, but we will cry aloud, 
even amidſt the ſtorm raiſed by the Witchcraft of a 
proclamation, That to your- formation was owing 
the peace and protection of this Mland, to your 
relaxation has been owing its relapſe into impo- 
tence and infi Rs oY your renovation muſt 
be owing its future fre: and its prefent tran. 
quillity.. You are therefore ſummoned to Arms, 


in order to preſerve your country in that guarded 


quiet, which may ſecure it from external hoſtility, 
and to maintain that internal regitnen throughout 


the land, which ſuperſeding a notorious Police 


2 Qed — may — the 
. a vigilant paration war. N 
„Seren dae e has oo 
Ke etdom; and the p. | of Peiee, Pere; 

the motive and end of Lets virtuous inſtitution. 
War, ah eceahenal duty, oaght never tobe made 
an pceupation. Every man ſhould become u Soft 
dier in the defence of his rights; no man ought 
to continve a ſoldier for uffending the rights of 
others. The ſacrifice of life in the ſervice of our 
country is a duty moch tos honourable to be in- 
truſted to merceharies, and at this tithe, when 
your country has by publie authority been deelar- 
ed in danger, we conjure you by your intereff, 
your duty and your glory, to ſtand to your arms, 
and in ſpite of a Police, in ſpite of a Fencibte 
Militia, in virtue of two Proclamations, to main - 

"tein good order in your vicinage and tranquility 
in Ireland.-It is only by the military array of 


men in whom they confide, whom they have 
axcc uſtomed to revere as the guardjans of domeſtic 


e, the protectors of their liberties and lives, 


* 4 
* 
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he preſent agitatio tion of the people can be 


/ 


n 
Killed, that tomolt and licentionſneſ cun bt te- 
preſſed, obedieuze ſecured to exifting lawy and 4 
calm confidence, diffuſed through the jjublic ind 


in the ſpeedy reſurrection of = tree :conftitutitines 
of Liberty and of Equality, —wertls which we ute 
for an opportunity of repelling calumny gad bf 
that, Vo, | 
2 we never underſtood unlimited 


freedom, nor by Equality the levelling of 5 
ty, or the deſtruction 1 
2 calummy invented by that fattion 3 
which miſrepreſents the King to the Pe a 
the People to the King, traduces one half of the 
nation to cajole the other, and by knoping ug) ifs 
truſt and diviſion, wiſhes to dt inue 
arbitrators of the fortune and fats of Ireland. 
7 22 — 
itiecal, to us and our ity by 4 
real pepreſentation of the and quali. 
is the extenfion on taps. 1m to the 254 
dunenfions of the eunſtitut ion, of the eleRive 
franchiſe to the whale body of N to the 
end that government which d cullettive „ 
may be gnided by collective will, and that ſegiſla- 
tion may originate from public reaſon, keep peace 
with public improvement, and terminate m public 
happmeſs, If our conftitetion be imperfett, n- 
thing but a reform in repreſentation will re&ify 
its abuſes ; if it be nothing but the ſane 
Reform will perpetuate. its bleſſings; | | 
We now adreſs you as Citizens, for to be 
Citizens you became Soldiers; nor can we help 
wiſhing that all Soldiers; partaking the paſſions, 
and intereſt of the people would remembet that 
they were once Citizens; that ſeduct ion made them 
Soldiers, —* but nature made them Men.” We 
addreſs you without any authority ſave thut of 
reaſon, and if we obtain the cvincidenee of public 


f 


+ , paratory to the convention of the Proteſtant People. 


F 
K —_—_—_— rify, no artifice to cajole, no 
funtł to _— REO ons 
beadle, neither a nor a craft, nor a Corpo- 
ration. In four words lies all our overt 
UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION and RE- 
PRESENTATIVE LEGISLATURE; yet vs 
are confident that on the pivot of this principle, 
a convention,ftill leſs, —a ſociety, leis ſtill,. a 
fingle man, will be able, firſt to move and then to 
raiſe the world. We, therefore, wiſh for Catho- 
lic emancipation without any modification, but 
ſill we conſider this neceſſary enfranchiſement "as 
merely the to the Temple of National Free- 
dom. Wide as this entrance is, wide 12 
admit po hong eg narrow, 2 cons 
ed to the capacity and coin nhon of our 
loved principle, which takes * individual 
of the Iriſh nation, caſts an equal eye over the 
whole Ifland, embraces all that think and feels 
for all that fuffer. The Catholic cauſe is ſubordi: 
nate to our cauſe, and included in it, for as 
UNITED IRISHMEN, we adhere to no ſet; 
but to 2 to no creed but Chriſtianity, to n 
party, but the whole people.—In the fincerity of 
our ſouls, do we defire Catholic emancipation, but 
were it obtained, to-morrow, to-morrow would 
we go on, as we do to-day, in the purtuit of that 
reform which would ſtill be wanting to ratify their 
liberties as "—_ our own. "74 N 
For both theſe purpoſes, it appears neceſſai 
that provincial ee ſhould aſſemble 18 


The Delegates of the Catholic body are not juiti- 
fied in communicating with individuals, or even 
bodies of inferior authority, and therefore an At. 
ſembly of a fimilar nature and organiration js tie: 
cefiary to eſtabliſh an intercourſe of ſem ment, av 


„eee 


which can be obviated only by the influence of an 


* 
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Unt te ( 47.) Fe Ned 
umiformity of conduct, an unĩ FS 
united 5x thel If a confention-on! He: 
does not ſoon follow, e nbt ſoon xt 
with that on the oth "ag. qu 
ſplit into the partial intereſt; | 
into inattention. and inertneſs ;. the 
ſection and exertion will diſſolve, ar * prob- 
ably ſome local inſurre&ion, inſtigated bythe ma- 
lignity of our common enemy, may commit the 
character, and riſque the tranquillity of the land, 


aſſembly ariſing from, aſſimilated with the people, 
and whoſe ſpirit may be as it were knit with the 
Joul of the nation,—unleſs the ſenſe of the Pro- 
teſtant People, be, on their part, as fairly collect- 
ed and as judiciouſly directed, unleſs individual 
exertion conſoliĩdates into collective ſtrength, un- 


leſs the particles unite into maſs, we may | haps 


ſerve ſome perſon, or ſome party for a little, but 
the public not at all. The nation is neither inſo- 
lent nor rebellious nor ſeditious. While jt knows 


its rights it is unwilling to manifeſt its powers. 
Tt would rather ſupplicate adminiftration to antici- 


pate revolution by a well timed reform, and to 
fave their country in mercy to themſelves. ' | © 
The 15th of February 1 a day ever 
memorable in the annals of this country as the 
birth-day of new Ireland—Let hial meetings 
be held as ſoon as poſſible. - Let each Pariſh fe- 
turn delegates. Let the ſenſe of Ulſter be again 
declared from Dungannon on 4 day auſpicious to 
union, peace and freedom, and the ſpirit of the 
North will again become the ſpirit of the Nation. 
The civil aſlembl ought to claim the attendance 
of the military affociations' and we have addreſſed 


| yous Citizen Soldiers—on this tujet, ro the 


lief that your body, - uniting conviction - with 
zeal and zeal with activity, may have much influ. 


Lf i andin 1f92, did you imagine that in 2791 this 
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ence © over - countrythen, your relations and 
e offer 1 * A 33 to the 
— and A Ireland, we pue- 

not at to or — 
e. of its — TD : 
our tb ſpeak : anſwer us —— 
have Tun time for W — 22 
are elapſed ſimee the riſe of your affociatibns 


| mittion. would . till remain unrepreſented ? 
r gotten the Kant 

man our N have. 
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WILLIAM DRENNAN, Chairman. 
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROW AN, Sec. 


Nrsoivrp, That it appears to this Society, 
trom the Evidence laid before it, that the printed 


Hand Bills Which Archib4d Hamilton Rowan and 


James Napper Tandy are charged, in the Informa- 
tion ſworn againſt then, with having erde 
| are. Copies of the Addreſs of this Society to the 
Volunteers of Ireland, falſely called in the faid 
Information © A ſetitious Libel.” 

- Reſolved, That it is the Duty of every Mem- 
ber to diſtribute the public Reſolutions of . the So- 
ciety, and if A. H. Rowan and J. N. Tandy 
really diſtributed thit Addreſs, they, in ſo doing, 
ated agreable to the Semimems, and, therefore, 
merit the Approbation of this Society. 


% 


666 

Reſolved, That this Society, in fi ing its 
Rights, will not confine itſelf merely to Fi. Tow 
ive Meaſures; but ws the Sale of the Peerage, 
and of Seats in the repreſentative Houſe of Par- 
jament, und other Corraptions are and 
1otoriouſly practiſed by a ſhameleſs and profli- 


Delay, prepare Materials for Proſecutions againſt 
uch Tauer of the Adminiſtration as have 


Reſolved, That although we deſpiſe the paltry 

rick by which "theſe, intereſted in the preſent 
nconſtitutional Repreſentation of the le, 
endeavour to fix, as a Stigma, the Character af 
Republican and Leveller on every uctive Promoter 
of Reform. yet, as we ſee with Concern, that 
ome well-inteptioved and fincere Friends of that 
Meaſare have] affected with a Fear artfully - 
and groundlefly excited for corrupt Purpoſes, 
we think it our Duty to declare, on eut awn he- 
half, that the Object of our Inſtitution. js an im- 
partly and adequate Repreſentation of the Iriſh 

ation in Parliament ;—and, in order to prove, 
that our Views are, and always have been, di- 
rected to that End, we hereunto ſubjoin the Teſt, 
which was adopted on the Eſtabliſhment of this 
Society, and which has been uniformly taken by 
every Member on his admiſſion. | 


(Note—See Ti of, page 5) 
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Back-lane, Jamury in, Tas 

| WILLIAM DRENNAN, Chairman, | 
ARCHIBALD HAMIL TON ROWAN, Sec, 
© Tax SOCIETY oF UNITED IRISHMEN &. 


or THE CITY or DUBLIN. 


U xconnecrep with Party, faithfully at- 
tached to the principles of the Conſtitution, and 
aſſociated for the attainment of a communion 
of Rights, and of an equal and impartial Repre- 
| ſentation of the Nation in Ireland, are happy 
in expreſſing their tribute of praiſe and gra- 
titude, to their moſt Gracious Sovereign for that 
part of the Speech from the Throne, whereby 

is Majeſty particularly recommended to his 
Parliament, to take into their ſerious conſi- 


deration, the ſituation of his Catholic Subjects. 


4 
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To Tur IRISH NATION. | 
WILLIAM DRENNAN, Chairman. © 
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Ir our right and our duty, at this time and 
at all times, to communicate our opinion to the 
public, whatever may be its ſucceſs; and under 
the protection of a free · preſs, itſelf protected by 
a jury, judges of law as well as fact, we will 
never be afraid to ſpeak freely what we freely 
think, appealing for the purity of our intentions 
to God, and as far as theſe intentions are mani- 
feſted by word, writing, or action, appealing 


to the juſtice of our cauſe, and the judgment of 


our country. 
On the 9th of November, 1791, was this So- 


ciety. founded. We and our beloved brethren. of © 


Belfaſt firſt began that civic union, which, if o 
nation be a ſociety united for mutual advantage, 


has made Ireland a nation; and at a time when 


all wiſhed, , many willed, but few ſpoke, and 
fewer ated, we, Catholics and Proteſtants, join- 


ed our hands and our hearts together; ſunk every 


diſtinctive appellation in the name Iriſbman; an 

in the Nele of God, devoted ourſelves to uni- 

verſal enfranchiſement, and a real repreſentation 

ot all the people in Parliament. On this rock 

of night our little ark found a reſting- place; gra- 
/ 


| January 25, 1793 - 
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dually, though not ſlowly, throughout the coun- 
try, other ſtations of appeared, and what 
before was agitated ſea, became firm and fertile 
land. From that time have the body and Spirit 
of our Societies increaſed, until ſelfiſh Corpora- 
tions, ſunk. in conſcious | infignivieance, have 

iven way to a grand incorporation of the Iriſh 


le. 8 1 0 ; 2 A e 
We have, in our Digeſt of the penal laws, ad- 
dreſſed ourſelves ſucceſsfully, to the good ſenſe, 
/ humanity, and generous indignation \of all Ire- 


land, convi blic reaſon; alarmi public 
conſcience, 21 folding up this collektion 0 
bloody fragments as a terrible memorial of go- 
vernment without juſtice, and of legality withs 
out conſtitution. It has been our rule and dur 
practice never to enter into compromiſe or com- 
polition with a noxious principle, and we have 

z2ainſt thi: ecuting and puſillanimous code, 
Na . of our brother, eager to 
eraſe the whole of it from the ftatute-book as it 
eraſed our countrymen from the ſtate, and wiſh- 
ing to proſcribe ſuch an incongruous and mon- 
ſtrous conjunction of terms as Penal Laws not 
only from a digeſt of the laws but from the dic- 
tionary of the language. | 

It has ap our duty, in times ſuch ae 
theſe, when the head is nothing without the 
heart, and with men ſuch as we oppoſe, not only 
to write and ſpeak but to act and ſuffer; to 
reckon nothing bazardous, provided it was ne- 
ceſſary; to ccme forward with the intrepidity 
"which a good cauſe inſpires, and a bickward 
people required ; by going far ourſelves to make 
others follow faſter, though, all the time con- 


juring us to retreat; in ſhort, to make the retro- 
gade ſtationary, and the ſtationary progreſlive ; 


cw .. 
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— that what tl is to te 
the preſt is to the 2 
in out cradle by the, N ſolicitors of 
and general attorneys, we have perfift 5 
courageous & to rally around this fot- 
Jorn hope of freedditi, and to maintain this —f 
del of t . ＋ at the rifqi que of perſonal 
ſecuri ry, and dd that wid dad 40 us. 
They Ary 251 te vs; with 4 writ a6d 1 War 
rant, and an ex officio information, but we haye 
— 7 _ in Nr. A ee 
ritiſh conſtitutiom and the majeſty of the peo 
of Iteland. 1s ſeditien againſt alt the off afro 
adminiſtration, to exercile the 
_—_ .of the . and is ſedition on Hen 
e, to walk by with artogrine im 7 00 
xe defended * violated liberty 
able the undefined and . If 
vilege of e Houſe of Commons, treating with 
merited ſeotn the inſalent menaces of — in- 
flated with offite, and not only have we maln- 
tained the 1 * of the r at the bar of this 
branch of the le egiſlature, but we have, at the 
bench of Jaditdtive, vindicated the r ight of the 
nation, its real indeperidence and 1 * 
demonſtrating that general inviolabilit by ws 
tranſmiſſible to »" of may deputies, to * 
utter extinttion of reſponſibility, the evaſion of 
criminality ; and that the executive power of 
— and 1 Ireland, n 4 
jingling appendage to the great reat 
Brin. . ot « man. ib low, Rt, if ed 
an A tion © er, civil or milit 
has not — dur Fen, our SED 151 64 
protection: not 4 man fo high, at if acting 
any to n right or public independence, 
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- - degree of ſociety into one; as if republican or 


IP i 6»: 
de have not denounced at the judgment ſeat of juſ. 


tice, and at theequitable tribunal of public opinion. 


We have encountered much calumny. We 
have, among a thouſand contradictory epithets 


been called republicans and levellers, as if by 


artfully making the terms appear, ſynonymous, 
their * could be made the ſanle; as if a re, 
publican were a Jeveller, or a leveller a repub- 


ican ; as if the only leveller was not the deſpot 


who cruſhes with an iron ſceptre every rank and 


democratic energy was not, ag well as ariſtocra- 
tical privilege, or regal prerogative, ſanctioned 
by the fundamental principles of the conſtitution, 
by. all thoſe memorable precedents which form 
its firſt features, and by which the juſt and vir. 
tuous ſtruggles of our anceſtors, recognized by 
ſucceſſive generations, point out to their poſte- 


_ - City. when they ought te interpoſe, and how 


long they ought to ſuffer. In his words, 


whoſe name reſts unknown, but whoſe fame is 
immortal, * we defire * that the conſtitution 


may preſerye its monarchical form, but we would 


have the manners of the e purely and ftriftly 
republican.” Are you Lanrol jo that this 5 
of republicaniſm, as the clamour againſt Catholic 
delegation, has been raiſed and prolonged by the 
miſchievous malignity of the lower goſſtps of 

overnment, merely to drown the geueral voice 
* reform, like the ſtate manceuyre which or- 
dered a flouriſh of trumpets, and alarum of 
drums, at the fide of ſuffering patriots, when 
they wiſhed to addreſs themſelves to the reaſon 
and juſtice of the people. — But we will ſpeak 
and you; will hear.— Ves, countrymen, we do 
defire that extended liberty which may allow you, 
as citizens, to do what you will, provided you 


„Junius. 
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do nor injure another, or rather to do all the 
good you can to others, without doing injuſtice 
to yourſelves. Yes, equntrymen, we do wiſh 
for an equality of rights which is conſtitutional, 
not an equality of property which is impoſſible. 
Yes, countrymen, we do long for another equali- 
ty, and we hope yet to ſee it realized; an 
equality conſiſting in the _ of every father 
of family to acquire by labour either of mind 
or body, ſomething beyond a mere ſubſiſtance, 
ſome little capital to prove, in caſe of ſickneſs, 
old ages or misfortune, a ſafeguard for his bo 

and for his foul, a hallowed” hoard that may li 


him above the hard neceſſity which firuggles be 


tween conſcience and corruption; that may 
his heart whole and his ſpirit ere&,' while his 
body bends beneath its burden; make him ing 
away the wages of venality, and proudly retu 


to an humble home, where a conſtitution that 


looks alike on the palate and the hovel, may 
ſtand at his hearth a tutelar divinity, and ſpread 
the Egis of equal law to guard him from the re- 
venge of thoſe who offered the bribe and offered 
it in vain, Yes, Iriſhmen, we do proclaim it 
our deareſt. wiſh, to ſee a more equal diſtribution 
of the benefits and bleſſings of life through the 
loweſt claſſes of the community, the Ramina of 


ſociety ; and we aſſert it as our firm belief, that 


an equa! diftribution of the elective franchiſe 
muſt contribute to this end; for national hap- 
pineſs depends upon employment, which. muft 
itſelf ſpring from induftry ; and that again de- 
pends on liberty, ſecurity of perſon and proper- 
ty, equal law, ſpeedy and impartial juftice, and, 
in ſhort, on that tenure in the ſtate, which may 
raiſe the community in, relative value as in ſelf- 
eſtimation; make the agency of the People in- 
ſtrumental to a good government, and the re- 
agency of good Government meliorate the morals 


CY 
. 
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ind ananuers. of the People bind together 
di 185 and hitherto contending claſſes 
i e 
er igations, and m i 
888 that adorn. the arch 


their dependence on the people, who are 

_ Piles tne, it. Serge I we are 
| Far republicans, as to deſire a national Houſe of 
Commons, in its origin, its form, its features, 
and its ſpirit ; reverencing the . people, not con- 
ſpiring, with every other rank, againſt them, 
againſt their privileges, their pleaſures, their 
homely happineſs, their firefide enjoyment ; but 
rather cheriſhing the elective franchiſe, the 
man's ewe lamb, and ſtigmatizing the landlord, 
who would deſpoil him of it, as a traitor tb the 
onftitution, a robber of national right, and 4 

1 * of public happineſs. 1.9 
We have addreſſed the Friends of the People 
In 1 and have received their conturrence, 
their thanks, and their gratulation. — We have 
addreſſed the Volunteers. Deliverers of this in · 
jured land! Have we done wrong! —if we have, 
tear your colours from the ſtaff, reverſe your 
arms, —muffle your drums, — beat a funeral march 
for Ireland, —and then abandon the Corpſe to 
Fencibles, to Militia, to Invalids, and diſmount- 
ed. Dragoons. If we have not done wrong 
and we ſwear by the Revolution of 82 that we 
have not,—go on with the zeal of enterprizing 
virtue, and a ſenſe on pope, own importance, to 
exerciſe that Right of ſelf-defence, which be- 
longs to the Nation, —and to infuſe conftituti- 
2 energy into the public will, for the public 
We now addreſs, Ireland. We addreſs you as 
a moral perſon, having a conſcience, a will, and 
an underſtanding,-bound not only to preſerve, 
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but to perfect your nature, —the nations aro 

you to Die your conduct, and a G — 
you to reward your virtues, or to puniſh 9 cur 
crimes. We ſpeak to you as Man to Man, 
reading your countenance—remarking the vari- 
ous paffions that now ſhift acroſs it, and ftriving 
to recolie a character 420g obliterated by foreign 
influence, or, after ſhort and fierce Jevel pe- 
ments, becoming the fame dull hlank as before. 
Severed ay, you have always been into counter- 
acting inreſts, -an Engliſh intereſt, an Axiſto- 
cratic intereſt, -a Proteſtant intereſt, and a Ca- 
tholic intereſt, —all contradiftingyiſhed from com- 
mon-weal; and all, like the four elements, be- 
fore Wiſdom moved on the ſurface of the deep, 
exerting their refpective influences to retain a 
chaos rather thay create a Conſtitution : Actu- 


ated, as you have moſt generally been, by cir- _. 


cumſtances merely external, —compreſſed at one 
time into fortuitous union by the iron circle of 
Britiſh domination,——at another. time, by the 
E of invafion and fear of famine, 4 a 
ankrupt merchantry and embarraſſed gentry, 
were ſtarved into the common cauſe of a beg- 
gared People, whom Government had firſt =, 
I:ged, and then abandoned ;—at the preſent time, 
perhaps impelled chiefly by the extraordinary 
events that haye taken place on the Continent, 
it is not ſurpriſing that your real character is 
ſtill, in a great meaſure, unknown to Europe, 
to Britain, and even to yourſelf, It is not ſur- 
prifing, that recollecting the paſt, we ſhould be 
anxious about the furure z—that we. will not en- 
tirely confide in the fugitive ſplendor of the mo- 
ment, the paffing ſpirit of the people, or even 
the miraculous converſion of Parliament z—never 
=—never ſatisfied or ſecure, until we fee a real 
Repreſentation of that People in that Parlia- 


( 58 ) 
ment z-until we can ſee Britain and Ireland ” 
connected by conſtitution, not by corruption, 
by equal, not by ſtrong government ;—until we 
ſee Pablic opinion, or the Will of the Nation, 
not as now, acting with rude and intermittent 
ſhocks, but the ſettled and central ballance « 
the political order, around which, without ap. 
parent motion in itſelf, the different branches of 
the Legiſlature may revolve with the ſilence and 
regularity of the planetery ſyſtem.” 2 
We addreſs your underſtanding, the common 
ſenſe of the common -weal, and we alk you, is 
it not a TRUTH, that where the People do not 
participate in the Legiſlature, by a delegation of 
repreſentatives, freely, fairly, and frequently 
elected, there can be no public liberty? Is it not 
the FACT, that in this country there is no repre- 
ſentative Legiſlature ; becauſe the People are not 
repreſented in the Legiſlature, and have no part- 
nerſhip in the Conſtitution? If it be the prin- 
. Ciple of the Conſtitution, that it is the right of 
every commoner in this realm to have a vote in 
the election of his Repreſentative; and that 
without ſuch vote, no man can be actually re- 
| preſented, it is our wiſh, in that caſe, to reno. 
vate that conſtitution, - and to reyive its ſuſ- 
pended animation, by giving free motion and full 
play to its vital principle. If, on the other 
hand, the conſtitution does xot fully provide for 
an impartial and adequate repreſentation of all 
the People; if it be more excluſive than incluſive 
in its nature; if it be a monopoly, a. privilege, 
or a prerogative ; in that caſe is our deſire to 
alter it; for what is the. Conſtitution to us, if 
we are as nothing to the Conſtitution ? Is tle 
Conſtitution made for you, or you for it ? If the 
People do not conſtitute a part of it, what is it 
to them more than the ghoſt of Alfred; and 


a (9 7 ] 
what are principles without practice which they 
bear and ory, to GraBice without principles 
"WH which they ſee and feel? | by 
The people of Ireland want political power : 
—taxation without conſent, and legiſtation with- 
out reprefentation, is not a 1 grievance, or 
a Catholic grievance, but the grievance of the 
nation. The elective franchiſe is with-held from 
all, while all want a conſtituency in the conſti- 
tution. The disfranchiſed, and the unfranchiſed, 
the unrepreſented, and the miſrepreſented, the 
Catholic and the Preſb terian,' are equally under 
che law, and out of the conſtitution ? the Pro- 
Ml t<tant, who is ſuppoſed to have it, and the Ca- 
tholic -who wiſhes to have it, are equally inte- 
WW relted in having it free; for the truth is, that 
the whole community wants that emancipation \ 
which is neceſſary to a Free Government; we 
can give no truer definition of ſlavery, than that 
ſtate in which men are governed without their 
| conſent, and no better deſcription of freedom, 
than that not only thoſe who make the law, 
* ſhould be bound by the law, but thoſe who are 
bound by the law ſhould have a ſhare in the 
making it. 
1 All Ireland knows and feels that the people 
0 are ouſted from their own conſtitution; and that 
in a Government where they have no participa- 
tion, the King muſt become a deſpot, and the 
Nation a ſlave. Public reaſon is convinced, and 
we aſſert with the confidence of conviction, that 
there are not 100 in this iſland, inimical to a 
renovation of the genuine conſtitution, who ate 
cy vt, at the fame time, perſonally intereſted in 
"WH 'the continuance of its corruptions and the pro- 
longation of its abuſes. The time is come when 
the Nation mult ſpeak for the Nation, and the 


F long expected hour of redemption approaches, 
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ſtaple manufacture, are all involved in the pre- 
ſent criſis, and urgently call upon you to declare 
in Convention, your wiſh, your will, and yeur 
determination; that the Houſe of Commons may 
be reſtored to that true repreſentative character 
which would regain national confidence, moſt ef- 
fectually ſuppreſs all particular aſſociations, give 
vigour to Government, and reft to' the perturbed 
ſpirit of the . | 7 75 
O, Ireland! Ireland! country to which we 
have clung in all our misfortunes, perſonal, re- 
ligious, political; for whoſe freedom and hap- 
pineſs we are here ſolemnly united; for whom, 
as a ſociety we live; and for whom as men, if 
hard neceſſity commands it, we are ready to die; 
let us conjure you not to abuſe the preſent precious 
moment, by a ſelf-extinguithment,, by a credulous 
committal of your judgment and ſenſes to the direc- 
tion of others, by an idle and ideot on what 
may be going on in parliament. In receiving 
good offices from all, diſtinguiſh between ſound 


— 


\ 
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Hiberniciſm and that wind iotiſm, which is 
A- 


enemies in. a matter where you can act on f 
yourſelves. The will of the Nation muſt be 
clared before 'any Reform ought 'to take place. . 
It is not therefore any claſs however numerous, 

any ſociety however reſpectable, any ſubaltern } 
aſſembly that have either right or competency, *. 
to expreſs that authoritative will. Nothing lein 


than the people can ſpeak for the le. This 
competency reſides not in a few freeholders 


. . 
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into one momentous maſs, which may have au- 

x thority ſufficient .to make a declaration of rights 

| in behalf of — Nat ion. mw will the — 
reign graciouſly interpoſe on the petition 
r the reality as well as form of good 
Government will be eſtabliſned; the juſtice of 
the conftitution vindicated ; and when all this 
— — f of national ſervitude and per- 
ſonal oppreſhon, | 


angly wonder how a Nation that boaſted of a free 
conſtitution, and the benignity of ite laws, 
could: have ; ſuffered -itſelf to be loaded ſo. long 
with a burthen ſo AR e n tl 


4s * 
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report of the Commuttee to anquire 
A ita the N the Mat with Prange, 
af cha raifing o the Miftia,—aud of the 


bill 2 Armen: 
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HAT — pretexts de: 8 
the —— of — be declared 
againſt France, appear to this to- bs = 
merely to puniſh crimes, but to — 

$3 not merely to protebt the allies of — 
— Srom but to produgg a counter - revolution 
in Nrande 3 not merely to check the progreſy of 
— in ONE Ireland, but 
to ſtop t t out Europe ; 
and this . 2 
never bo carried on, if it did not tend 10 effoctuate 
= treaty, o rather a confpiracy, entered into by 
tyrants and ahetters of tyranny, when France 
kad committed no crime, unlkets — 
of 24 mi men be one. 
That it appears i0 this Society that vi, 
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* meſt be chiefly at Tov, 
— ſucceſsful, can — 
w thi ruin df. 
dangerous to this iflamd, the r 
depends Athoſt entirely upen its „ and che 
commereial eredit and ebnfidente of which; have 
alftady been Wſidiouwſly / Men de a whith | 
every mMerehant and trider Feels, And which Eee 
ral of its infant manufastures kave nend 


3 Soeteey Rely erschlsd Sbm Neribus 
deliberation — de 4 reform. 1 the 


ſentation of the ent, nl 
em cnet by. Tank. tal reat cominde 


— — — publicly to 9 
diſapprobation und Tarrow at @ wif, the 
of whith, if ſucceſsful, muff be to perpetua 
inveterave abuſes, and i uffertuntte, may lead 
to the eſtibliſhing of fyttenm ef 2dvertnicit was 
tried in this ; | 
which, is alledged as 
gaging in hoſtihty. | 

That it appears to this geciety, bot _ imex< 
pedient, but an infatuatien atorrmnting ahmoſt ti 
madneſs, to ſubject Ireland, labouring 4nder 
grievatices h ſubthitted to in tine df 1 


to the invaſion of men, who profeſs'to along” 
with them * not fire and ſword vat liberty.” 
And if a war with France be in truth unavo w 
a redreſs bf thoſe grievancts, mare 2 by 
2 


2 mae of the Catholics, And 
n parhament, ought tv 
dered as an indiſ prelimunary. 
** it appears to this Society, that the ebe 
242 waalng — in this Kli ; is to 
inve 


ati erer. 


„ 4. 
| „ claſſes of the 
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Pe Nhe it has alſo another afflicting rm þ 
namely, to repreſs, and if poſſible, to deſtroy the 
Volunteer inſtitution, by which this iſland was 
, once before. defended 3 and to 
which we again look, almoſt excluſively, for the 
protection of ourſelyes and of our conſtitution, in 
_ » the awful criſis that awaits us... add do ed 
That it appears to be intended by the bill now 
depending in parliament, entitled, „ bill to 
«c, prevent the importation of arms and gun- 
«c. powder into this kingdom, and the removing 
t and keeping of gun- poder without licence,” 
to prohibit the impottation into this country of 
arms, ammunition, gun-powder or military ſtores, 
by a foal his Majeſty's ſubjects, under tha penal- 
ty of forfeiture of the ſame, and alſo of the ſum 
of £500: à precaution. which cannot but appear 
extremely ſingular at the commencement of a war; 
' a period, when it is the uſual policy of ſtates to, 
encourage the importation of all artieles neceſſary 
or defence, and to diſcourage their exportation; 
and the only exception to this extraordinary pro- 
hibition, is a particular and ſpecial licence, 
2 to be obtained, and which may be re- 
ed. i, 
; Phat it appears to this Society, that the palpa 
tendency. of this bill is — enact, as again 
the whole body of. the people, the rigour of that 
penal code, reipecting the keeping and uſing of 
arms, which it is profeſſed, is intended to be 
rtially repealed, as in favour of the Catho- 


CS. .. 1204 | | 28 - 
That in order to carry this into effect, it is 
Intended by this bill to enact, that no. perſon 

ſhall remove from any part of this kingdom, to 


« * 


any other part of this Kingdom, any arms, am- 


from his chitine 
— = it ata houſe-breaker, without 4 


ee dill it is intended to ani on each 
aA (which it conſtitutes a crĩme without confitler= 
ing the intention of the agent) ut leaſt the penalty 
of J oo, paying no regard to the nature of 

act, or the ſituation and tirrumſtances of 7 


and which, in its execution, will to 2 1a 
—— of the nation amount to 8 


That by this bifl it intended to * 
er every Juſtice, of peace, without information 
upon oath, at his diſtretion, Whenever he may 
think proper, at any hour of the day or night, 
forceably to enter vr «dy ſearch the houſe of any 
of his Majeſty's 

That — th 2 iGons of this 4 
it may not be in his Maje y 's clemen | 
the penalty or forfeiture incurred under "It, 20 
wh as any common informer may ſue for 
ame. 

That this Society cannot be much conſoled b 
reading that this bill is to expire at the end 
the next ſeſſion nl cmd the x, of 
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Prafticable. 


Watch over the welfare of 


Jan 1794, when it reflects, that many of the 
| py Ss, which ſtill continue to diſgrace 
dur ſtatute- book, had their commencemente as 
— laws, and were ever afterwards moſt 

ye ly 


' 
NH ſuffered. to receive their continuances 
In ſilence. te no RT II ne; 
That although this bill is pretended to be 
grounded on the late tumultuous riſings in ſome 


parts of this kingdom, and the clandeſtine im- 
portation and ſecret ; keeping of arms, ammuniti-+ 


gun-powder and military ſtores, its conceal- 


, on, 
| 1 direct object appears to this N to be, 


e the militia bill, to put down the Volunteers 
of Ireland, by rendering their array utterly im- 


That this Society would recommend it to cer: 


- tain members of parliament, who call themſelves. 


NE, in Oppoſition, to 
the nation, and if they 
have not endeavoured to prevent its being involv, 
ed in a war which muſt be ruinous to its commerce, 
and may probably prove deſtructive either of its 
liberty or of its conſtitution; at leaſt to protect 
it from a militia, calculated, while it ſtrengthens 
the ſtanding vice of our government, to overbear 


Patriots, becauſe they 


the ſaviours of their country, and to avert fram 


it the grievous oppreſſions or a bill, which con, 
travenes every principle of penai law, and which 
for atrocity is ſcarcely paraleiled even by any of 
the ſtatutes enacted againſt the -Catholics of — 
land. And this Society would ſubmit to thoſe 
gentlemen, whether by ſo doing they will not 
better fu.fil their duty to their conſtituents, and 
Petter ſave themſelves from becoming ſubjects of 
dupery and deriſian to their enemies, and of me- 
lancboly pity to their friends, than by calumnia- 


ting an inſtitution, the objects of which are more 


upright and conſtitutional than even the principles 


HOUSE or LORDS. ' 


Tur Hon. SMO BUTLER and Mr. OLIVER 
Bon appeared at the Bar in purſuance of their 
Derr 
Lo ount j þ | c owl 
per, which he had read on the night — 
and which had the names of the perſons at t 
bar prefixed to it, ſhould be ſubmitted to their 
inſpection. oy 7 


e % February, 183. 

« UNITED IRISHMEN or DUBLIN. ' 
« Hon. SIMON BUTLER, Chairman. 
ER BOND, Seeretary, 


«© WHEN a Committe of Secrecy was firſt ap- 
pointed by the Houſe of Lords, to enquire into 
the cauſes of the riſings in certain counties of 
this kingdom; although this Society well foreſaw 
the danger of abuſe, to which ſuch an inſtitution 
was ſubject, yet it was reſtrained from expreſſing 
that opinion by the utility of the profeſſed object, 
and by the hope, that the preſence and advice of 
the two firſt Judicial Officers of this country, 
would prevent that Committee from doing thoſe 


ta 


Legal ae, which leſe (informed men might 12 


ſuck a tuation voganrt. 


«© But ſince it has thought fit to chung d tſeli 


from a Committee to enquire into the rifings in 
certain counties of this kingdom, into an Inqui- 
ſition, to 'ſcrutinize the private principles and 
ſecret ou hts of individuals; fince it has not 
confined itfeff to firtiple enquiries and voluntary 
informations, but has aſſumed the right; and ex- 
erciſed the power of compelling attendance, and 


_ enforcing anſwers upon oath to perſonal inter. 


rogatories, tending to criminate the party efa- 
mined: 8 s are not confined to 
the profeſſed purpoſes of its inſtitution, but di- 
rected principally to the diſcovery of evidence in 
of proſecutions berergfore commenced, and 
utterly uhcoline&ed with the cauſe of the tu- 
mults it was appointed to inveſtigates ſince in its 
proceedings it has vialated well aſcertained prin- 
ciples of law, this Society feels itſelf compelled 
to warn the public mind, and point the public 
attention tq the following obſervations : 
4 That the Houſe bf Lords can att only in a 
Legiſlative or Judicial + raw rey 
* That in it's Legiſlative capacity it has no 
authority to adminiſter an oath. 5 
„ That ia 1t's Judicial 1 2 it has a right 


to adminiſter an oath; but that capacity extends 


o do error und appeal; except in taſks of im- 


_—_—_ " 


puaachment and trial of a 
the Houle of Lords exere 


„in which alone 
ifes an original juriſ- 
diction. 15 0 


„ That the Houſe of Lords; as a Cant, has 
no rigut to act by delegation. n 7 

That the Committee of Setrecy poſſeſſes no 
nuthority, but what it derives by delegation from 
the Houle ef. Lords. 
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« That as the Houſe 1 . 
ſefs Jjuriſdiction in the ſubject matter 4 
the Committee; and as, even if it 44, ir Fe 
not delegate the ſame, it neceſſarily follows, that 
the Committee has not- judicial | md * 
cannot adminiſter an oath. 6 

« That even if the Committee of 3 


acted as a Court, it's proceedings ought not to be 


ſecret. 
That no court has a right to exhibit per- 


ſonal interrogatorjes u oath, the anſwers to 
which may criminate the party examined, except 
N at the of the party, and with a view to. 
bim from a contempt. 
40 That it was the principal vice of the Courts | 
of High Commiſſion and Star Chamber, to ra- 
mine ; upon. perſonal interrogatories to convict the 
y examined; and that thoſe courts were 
aboliſhed, becauſe their gs were illegal, 
tutional and opprefive.”? 

This was accordi ly delivered into the 
hands of | Mr. Butler, by t - Gentleman Uſher 
n he 3 ita vj N by Lord 

ounty 1 5 1 1s name, was 
— 4 his, dice ons or — | 

Mr. Butler ſaid, that the paper contained a 
Declaration of the Society of United Iriſhmen of 
the City of Dublin, and bore date the 24th Fee, 
bruary, 1793,——that he preſided: at the Meet. 
ing that as Chairman he put the queſtion, on 
the ſeveral p ha, according as they were 
handed to him by 1 Committee which had been 
appointed to prepare them, ——that he was then, 
and is ſtil] ſatisfied, that every paragraph of that, 
declaration was . agreeable to law, and the prin« 
ciples of the cepitotion. | 


- ”" ws > + Rc: 0 a -2 


on 


* 
* 


Mr. Bend was then 
aſked whether he had ſigned 


the Chairman and Secretary 
— Viicdfion..— That a» 
this declaration to the Committee 


reſpondence. And, on being aiked, 
Clontiell;, Whether he delivered it to 
mittee for the putpeſe uf publicati 


nded to anſwer queſtions, 
that if his Lordſhip had any queſtions, to uk, 
ad oat was ready to anſiver, - 

r. Butler an 


and a 4 werd ordered to 


withdraw, but not to Kave the Houſe. 14 
were — — s again ordered to 

the / Bar, and the wing reſolutions, 

to by the Houle In their abſence, having been 

read, viz. a | f | | 

- 8 That the ſaid paper was a falſe, 

and (editions tbe; a high breach of the ' privi- 

jeges of this Houſe, tending to diſturb the e public 
ace, and queſtioning - the aathority this 

High Court of Parliament. 


further to add Mr. 


eonfe ſſed that they had authorized the ſame to be ? 
wiped, fouly. be taken e : 


were committed to the cu of the 
Gant Uſher-—ang ordered to wi in 
ſuch cuſtody. - | 
In ſame- time afterwards, 


to the Bar in cuſtody 
The Lord Chancelter, after eb g the fore- 
g reſolutions te to t pur- 
— e Simon Butler and Oliver * 
were called to the 1 Bar to anſwer for a libel” — 
this High Court of Purkiament,—vou have con- 
feſſed that ſuch libel, which for its 8 
ignorance and miſchievous tendency is un | 
dented, was printed' by your 22 
Simeon Butler, cannot plead i in An- 
ation —your noble birth, your education, the ho- 
nourable: profeſſion to which you belong, his Mu- 
jelty” Nr whieh you wear, and to —_— — 
now ſtand a diſgrace, gave vou the — 
. ircumſtances of 


knowledge, and are — 2 
tion of your guilt.— It remains for me to pronounce | 


e i Jodgment of the Houſe, which is, that you, 
- * 5c — — — — be impriſoned 
ix Months in Newgate; that each 
of you pay a fine on King of F£ 506, and that 
you are not to be:difcharged from your confine- 
ment till ſuch ſine be paid.“ 

They were then taken from the Bar, and in a. 
ſhort time after, conveyed in a Coach to New- 
gate, under the eſcort of 50 or 60 Soldiers and 
directions of Alderman Warren. 
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5 HET 5 Wo; ea oth Ws Ales If, 1793. 
ar A Fury MEETING OF TRE. * 


of UNITED IRISHMEN.. 2 0 


- * 


BEAUCHAMP BAGENALL HARVEY, 
= in the Chair. N 


5 THOMAS RUSSELL, Secretary.” 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


e a N of five do _ 26 
early as poſſible, on the Hon. StMOx BUTLER, 
and Mr. Otrtvex Bond, to expreſs the feelings 
of this Society as Men, as Citizens, and as 
United Iriſhmen on the events of this day, to 
teſtify our warmeſt ſenſe of gratitude for their 
dignified and magnanimous avowal of the Reſo- 
4utions of this Society before the Houſe of Lords, 
and to pledge to them our lives, our fortunes, 
and our ſacred honour, that we will never forſake 
- our Officers, nor abandon the poſt of legal and 
conſtitutional Principle which — and our Offi- 
cers have hitherto maintained, . unſe. 
Guced and — | 


an 


The Deputation having waited on Mr. BuTL ex, 


d Mr. Bond, the 
Anne to the r 


* 


3 ä F 


Wang with 


of 
our conduct Our — you eo 
Whatever precedents may be adduced from Eug/Fb 
2 F - 4 1 the Revelation ad 
the 0 , our ringe, unexampled 
for ſeverity, are u . tins Kengdore, 
unwarranted b Ly jand inconſiſtent wth the 
principles of the 
ever, bear. them with fortitude; and eatertaim 
the ſanguine hopes that as we have been the firſt, © 
ſo we x $4 ads, dengue Arlitriry prom 
in this Nation. . 


OLIVER BOND. 


titution. We will, how. -. 


We 
4 | 
þ 
4 [ 


T0 3 


March. 3," 1797. 


ruf SOGIETY or, UNITED IRISHMEN os 


ont Bold rd n 1 . 
Fo tus PEOPLE or IRELAND. 


— 


BEAUCHAMP BAGENALL HARVEY, 
Ih Chairman. WT IR 


O RUSSELL, Secretary,” | 


* 0 0 
. 


5 V E have eſten addreſſed. you in jut cauſe; 


ſuffer us for once to addreſs yuu in our bu. 


Two of the ofncers of our Society have been 


* 


throtyn into a common prifon, fer the difcharge 


of their duty: — a procedure fo · extraordinary, 
demands that we ſhould Jay before you the whole 
of that conduct which las biotight upon the So- 
cieiy {o.trung an 6:ertion of power. © * 
Tue Society of United Iriſumen was formed in 
November, 1791. Their principles, their mo- 


tives, and their objects, were ſet forth in their 


Declaration and their Teſt. At that period the 
1p.rit of this nation was at the Joweſt ebb ; the 


| great religious ſects were diſunited, the Proteſ- 
tants were diſheartened and ſunk by the memo- 


rable defeat of their Convention in 1783; the 
Cztholics; without allies or ſupporters, accul- 
toincd to loolz to adminiſtration alone for relief, 
dargd ſcarcely aſpire to hope for the lowelt degree 
of emancipation, and even that hope was repel- 
led with contumely and diſdain —adminiſtratien 
was emnipotent, oppolition was ſceble, aud the 
pcople were— nothing. . 


; K gs » * 
Such was the fituation of Ireland, whey in 
Belfaſt aud in Dublin two ſocieties were formed, 
ſior the purpoſe of eſfectuating an uvion of the te- 
ligious ſects, and à parliamentary reform. From 
the inſtant of their formation 'a new era com- 
menced : the public has been rouzed from their 
ſtupor, the ancient energy of the land is again 
called forth, and the people ſeem determined, in 
the ſpirit of $2; to demand and to obtain their 
long loft Tights. | Fai; in - 
The firſt weaſbte of the United irie vs, 
-a declaration in favour of a full and complete 
emancipation of *the 'Cathblics.—Whar was the 
| conſequence? ” The moment that great and of} 
preſſed body ſaw itſelr ſupported by a ſingle aj Ys 
ö they ſpurned the vile ſubjection in which they 
had been ſo long held, and with the heavy yoke. 
of the Peval Laws yet lianging on their necks, 
they ſummoned their repreſentatives ffom the 
ſbu# provinces of the kingdom, and with the de- 
"termined, Vice of millions they called upon their 
ſovereigm for à totaf abolition of that'abominable 
and bloody code: a code, the extent ang ſeverity 
8 ef which was firſt made known by a report (et 
f forth by this Society, and compiled by the xn. 
ledge and induſtry of that man, who is now the 


ä 


k 
* 


„„ e  OOI_ ws, *.* 


F victim of his diſintereſted patciotifm, and who ih 
4 publiſtting to the world the abominations of in- 


tollerance, bigotry, and perſecution, has con- 
mitted a fin againſt qbrruption which can never 
' be forgiven, © ve PERS INID 
, If the knowledge of that penal code has been 


uſeful, if the complete union of the ' religious 

: ſects has been betieficial, if the emabcipation f 

; © Catholies be good for Ireland, then may this $6- 

. ciety claim ſome merit, and ſome fupport, om 

a , * * "IP 11.7 Why 
a their eountryineu. E. 3 ' LAS s + 4 1 


n 


- „ 
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In 1791, there was not a 
land that ventured to 
of reform. The 


Irimmen ſtormed her in the citadel, 
2 23 5 public urls or li 
public attention, by a variety of petty 
n afraid to clip —— 
lation too cloſe, or to cut - up the of pat 
ament by the roots: They demanded a paxlia 
mentary reform; and what has been the canſe- 
* The ery has been re · echoed —_— 


o county, and from province to province, ti 


ga. qe ond: whe Spar pre ce 
in the purſuit ; even tardy ingeri 
Jvltice of parliament has. been forced into pg 
cognition of the principle. If then reform be 
good. for Ireland, this Society, which firſt ne- 
newed the purſuit of that great object, may 
countrymen, Sr IO > 4 
At the opening of this ſeſſion every man 
thought that the unanimous wiſh of the nation 
on the two queſtions muſt be gratified : — 
that the Catholics muſt be completely omanci- 
pated, and a radical reform in parliament affe 
tuated; but this deluſion was ſoon. removed. It 
was ſuddenly diſcovered, that it was neceſſary to 
have a flrong Government in Ireland; a war was 
declared againſt France, . ruinous to the riſing 
,proſperity.of this country; 20, ooo regular troops, 
and 16, ooo militia, were voted, the famons 
Yor: * paſſed, 12 * rs con- 
ent of all partes in parliament; the Society of _ 
Vnited Iriſhmen, a vigilant centinel gr 5 
public good, warned their countrymen of the 
danger impending over their liberty and their 


tree, to inveſtigate the cauſe 
nces now exiſting in a few - 
The examination of ſe- 


1 2 l he 2 


ide. — PT in cipl es, 
= 4 fn 1 2 to be 
found c — lew. Bur now the meakire. of 
ces was full, aud the heavy hand of 
power fo long with-held, was to fall with treble 
+ weight upon their heads.——Theix chairman, the 
Ben. Simon Butfer, ' and their ſecretary, Mr, 
Olives Boyd, were ſummoned before the Hauſe 
of Lords they were calted upon to avow or difavow ] 
the publication; they avowed it . at once with the 
mit and magnanimity of men who deſerved to 
te fr free: for this they have been ſeutenced, with 
a fererity 3 5 in the 'parſfamentary an- 
nals of this country, to be impriſoned in New- 
pate for Six Months, and to pay a fine of £4 
on and to remain in priſon until the ſaid 
paid. By this fentence, two gentlemen, = 
of bobbe birth, of great talents, and elevated fituay 
tien in an honvurable profeſſion z the other, a mer- 
| chant of the faireſt charaRer,' the higheſt reſpecta- 


bility, and in great . ls, are torg 


« * . 
« 78 ). * ＋ . <> 20.797 2.2 


y 


9 


the wp Salefators, the drofs aud refpſ 
the 'earth 


v 
© 
% 
* 


| uren! 


PROPORTION THE, PUNISHMENT, 
2 WHOSE SENTENCE THERE LIES. NO 


not. nie here criminal proſecutions 
 Inflituted againſt ſeveral. of our members in-the 
courts of law for publiſhing and diſtributi 


THAT JUSTICE WILL. BE DONE. _* 


are the enormities which have drawn upon. them 


to reform; an attachment, which in the eyes of 
a bad adminiſtration includes all itical fin; 
1 next offence, is an ardent wiſh for a com- 
ete and total, not à partial and illuſory, ema 
<ipation of the Catholics, Their next e "bs is 


ing ruinous war, on the militia and gun- poder 
acts; and finally, the crowning 3 tor which 
their officers now lie in. gaol, order of the 
Houſe of Lords, is having ikroe ed their coun- 


de ſummoned befors the Secret Committee. 
Ihe Society now Submits to their countrymen 


# 


Such is the hiſto ory of the Society, and fuck 


” ! . 
# 
4 


7 


Vaud THIS SENTENCE WAS FRO 
„ NOUNCED BY A BODY," WHO ARE Ar on 
ND PARTIES, WHO MEASURE THE 


< Lf 


trymen in what they conceive to be the. law of 
the land, for the guidance of thoſe who might 


a few plain f The war has been approved / 


ng oy 4 Volu 32 of Ireland; reſ 
de exiſting laws of our country, impoſes upon 
us a filence which no provocation ſh induce us 


to break, WR KNOW WHEN JURIES INTERVENE, 


we perſecution upon which they now, labour. 
. Their prime offence is their devoted attachment 


having publiſhed a ſtrong cenſure on the impend- | 


away. from Pei families and connections, carried 
through t greets with a military guard, and 
plinged, hn felons into the common Gaol, 


1 


here they Rare at this inſtant confined 1 4.6 


7 82. 


' n „ 4g » 
by W 16 000 men have beg 
1 be ed in Ireland ; the Gun- | 
is paſſed; the Volunteers of Dublin Moe been 
inſolted their artillery has been ſeized þ ſoldiers - 
hourly are ſeen; with a Police Magiſtrate ut their 
head parading the ftreets, entering and ſ@rching « 
the houſes of Citizens for arms; and Fin 
the officers of the only Society which had ff 
obſerve on "thoſe proceedings, are ſeize A 
threwn into priſon. This is at has been d 
we williadd what has nuf been done; a co 
emancipation of the Catholics. has not been 
ed, an a reform in Parliament has "not been AC 
compliſhed. 

We have now ſubmitted to our country the 
whole of our preſent ſituation; with that coun»: 
try it reſts to decide 2 our 'condþ& ; ; if they 
2 it, to teſtify their approbation; if they 

demn it, to expreſs that condemnation. The 
mode of doing the one or the other is obvious... 
In one province the people have already organ 
nized themſelyes, and declared their political 
creed. Let the other provinces follow their ex- 
ample. Let the National Convention then afſem... 
ble and pronounce the National will. That will 
muſt have its due weight. 

We may be after all wrong; our 1247 in pur- 
ſuit of conſtitutional liberty may be ſuch as our 
countrymen have not yet ſpirit to. follow; in that 
caſe we muſt deſiſt, but we hall deſift not from con- 
viction, but from deſpair, If Iriſhmen do not wiſh 
to ſee Catholics completely free ; if they defire the 
continuanee of inveterate abuſe and corruption 
if they dread à reform in the repreſentation of 
the people ; if they with to behold an inſtitution, 
once pride and boaſt of Ireland, inſulted, 
degraded, and plundered of their arms ; if they 
e content to ſee men who have the ſpirit to ſtep 

F4. | 


; * 
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their country, dragged awa u, and 
| thrown into the common pol — — then is this 
2 y wrong" in its purſuits and in its 


Co 
"Hows of have no. ae to en — 
ons of liberty, now pethaps obſolete, a 
which 1 ** — to, remati .fonk Al. 758 
thargy corruption; it is our principle 5 
a nation wills a bad government, it aught 
to have that government. We have 2 
and we have no ri ht, E 
Whatever wy 45 —— tion of our Ei 
„we wi our TE 
all meet With the a ri th 7 7 
the nation nothing ſha compel us to — a 
ine of conduct which our conſcience and o 
— point out, and which we haxe bithents 
. endeavoured to purſue : —in the, worſt event, 
whatever may be our fate, and the public deter- 
mination, we ſhall ſteadily ſ e men who 
are now; in the honourable diſchar A their 
"duty, ſuffering in the cauſe of this, 8 » of 
Jiderty, and of Lelanc. 


of UNITED haun of HB 


ruſe On ana, Ru. 


F 
een 
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— — phy rare re 

| «freed, 1 

5 N '» w ti ann of the 
40 „r . 

— that this Society de agree ts the fal- 


lowing ADDRass to their CaraoLIC 
| COUNTRYM BN. 


FELLOW ELTLZENS, 


V E haften to recognize, under this new and 

endearing title, a People tried by experience, and 

ſchooled by adverſary, who have fignalized their 

loyalty amidf all the rigours of the Law—who 

have proved their- * tO a conſtitution whick 
28 


"i „n 
Vlth reſpe&& to them violated all its own principles, 
and who have ſet an example of patient perduranee 
in relig ious faith, while for a century they expe-" 
i a er equally abhorrent from every 
maxim of goo ernment, and every rincipls* 
of genuine chriſtianity, We congratulate our 
country on ſuch a large addition to the public do- 
main of mind, the cultivation and produce of 
which may in ſome degree e for paſt waſte 
and negligence. We congratulate the Empire that 
the loſs of three millions acroſs the Atlantic is : 
ſupplied by the timely acquiſition of the fame num. 
ber at home. We congratulate the Conſtitution 
that new Life is transfuſed into its veins at a pe- 
riod. of decay and decrepitude; and we truſt tat 
the Heroiſm which ſuffered with. ſuch conſtaney 
for the ſake of religion, will now change into a' 
_ . Heroiſm that ſhall act with equal ſteadineſs and 
conſiſtency for the freedom, the honour and the 
independence of this county. 
By the wiſe benevolence 'of-the Sovereign, by 
the enlightened ſpirit of the times, by the union 
of religious perſuaſions for the good of civil ſociety, 
| by the: ſpirit, prudence, and conſiſteucy of the 
Catholic Committes, who, during their whole ex- 
iſtence, were true to the truſt repoſed in them, 
and whoſe laſt breath ſanctified the expedience and 
neceſſity of a Parliamentary Reform ; by theſe 
cauſes, along with other fortunate coincidences, 
you have been admitted into the outer court of the 
conftitution. Look around you—but without ſu. 
perſtitious awe, or idolatrous proftration, for the 
edifice you enter is not a Temple but a Dwelling... 
Enter therefore with ere& heads, and yet with 
grateful hearts, grateful to your King, grateful 
to your Country, attached to the conſtitution by 
manly principle not by childiſh prejudice, faithful 
to your friends through every change either of 


Sd © 
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their fortune or your own, and if not forgetful of 
the virulence of your, enemies, having always 
the magnanimity to pity. and to — 1 them. 
Loving the conſtitution rationally, not adopted 
merely to its infirmities, loving it too well, to dote 
upon its abuſes, you muſt ſhortly be ſenſible, that, 
without reform, the balance of the eleQtive fran 
chiſe will by more 1 reads ors than 5 the 
inequality of popular repreſentation more ing 
— chars "he dif] * jon more inde 
between the number of electors in 32 counties, 
and-that in the boroughs from which you are ex- 
cluded. What was kept cloſe and corrupt before, 
will be cloſe and corrupt ſtill; common. right will 
ſill be private property: and the conſtitution will 
be impriſoned under the lock and key of corpora- 
tions. The æra of your enfranchifement will 
therefore eventually work the weal or woe of 
Ireland. We do truſt that you will not be iricorpora- 
ted merely with the body of the conſtitution with- 
out adding to its ſpirit. You are called into - 
Citizenſhip not to ſanction abuſe, but to diſcoun- 
tenance it, not to accumulate tion but to 
meliorate manners and infuſe into ſociety purer 
ractice and ſounder morality; always 3 
in thought and action, mis- government and mal. 
adminiſtration from the good ſenſe and right 
reaſon natural to, and co- eval with the conſtitution; 
and always remembering that nothing can be good 
for any part of the nation which has not for its 
object the intereſt of the whole. e 
Fellow- Citizens. We ſpeak to you with much 
earneſtneſs of affection, repeating with ſincereſt 
pleaſure, that tender and domeſtic appellation 
which binds us into one People. But what is it 
which has lately made and muſt keep us owe? 
Not the ſoil we inhabit, not the language we uſe, 
but our fingleneſs of ſentiment reſpecting one 


840 
great pellet truth of 2 — on the 
main object ner R | arliamentary 
form. This fa the civic Faith far which th 
ciety ng mw * ar pr by fers _ a 
rſecution, that ſtill, as of old, ſavage in its. na- 
ture, though ſamewhat ſmoat] 2 ts farm, 
wreaks its. mighty vengeance on perſon. and pro- 
perty, or exerts its puny malice to. ruin us in the 
ons by which we. hve, merely. for an un- 
aunted adherence to a ſingle good and. gloriaus 
principle which has always animated our publica- 
tions and will always late our praftice. We 
conjure you, in the ſalemn manner, ta re- 
member with the reſpect due to ſuck authority, 
the laſt Words, the political Will and Teſtament 
of a body of men who. have deſerved, ſo well of 
their conſtituents. and of their Country. Never, 
ern gn regret 
eiple orm llive in your practice, and give 

energy to the new 2. you, are about 10 


8 ſuſtain for the glory or the diſgrace of Ireland. 


As for us, our particular ning. as a Soci- 
ety are loſt, at preſent, in an-overwhelming ſenſe of 
pational calamity. We wiſh in aur ſocial, and 
individual capacities, to expedite every meaſure 
that has the remoteſt chance of givim the ſimalleſt 
relief to ſuch urgent diſtreſs, lamenting as the 
ſame time that every means adopted muſt prove 
partial, palliative and inadequate, until the origin 
of the extended evil, be boldly looked to, and 
what is univerſally underſtood, is as plainly and 
publicly expreſſed. What then is the Cauſe? 

ar. What is the Cure.? Peace. What will 
prevent a relapſe and perpetuate that health and 
loundneſs which it had reſtored ? a Natwnal Houile 
of Commons, that would confarm . to. the. will of 
the people by the impoſition of ſuch duties as might 
ſecure, to Iriſh manufactures, à natural but not 


( 8% ) 
. — in an Triſh market : a National 
Houſe 2 — Ren — 
the not nating but enting 
not holding forth the Conſtitution merely as an 
object ta provoke daubes, or excite terrors, ſpea 
ing always inclouds, 'or by thunder ; but writing 
the Law in the tablet af our hearts, rivetting the 
conſtitution into the common ſenſe of the commu- 
nity, Ae baſis from which it has ſhifted, and ex- 
tinguiſhed all diſcontent and diſaffection by diffy- 
ſing rational loyalty and the allegiance of con- 
vinced underſtanding, 8 

We will never geafe to dwell on this theme, for 
we wiſh to make the times conform to us, rather 
than to make our principles conform to the times. 
For the preſent, we lye juſt in. the track of the peſ- 
tilential wind of calumny which purpoſely con» 
be on * — gg oe wer aud the * 
cide; which preſerves and es A. panic 
innovation od a diſtruſt MT Dn — 
in order to back internal union, at the dread - 
ful ſacriſice of commercial credit, of public eve - 
nue, and — national character. Even, 22 
moment, apo, a provident jealouſy may be con- 
triving means fos OS difpergon, naturally fearful 
that wherever two or three honeſt men are afſembied 
together, their converſation muſt, at this time, 
turn on the opprefſions- of the ſubject, and he 


matery of this Country. | 
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cus SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN 
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ro THz PEOPLE or IRELAND: | 

Mr SHEARES, Prefident. | © | 

oni LEY INGSTON WEBB, Sec. 


by vw HEN the preſent War firſt threatened 
3 this Nation with the calamities, under which it 
41 has ſince groaned, and by which it is at this 
| moment almoſt. over-whelmed, we warned you of 
64 the approaching danger, and ſought by a timely 
99 caution to avert the conſequent ruin. We told you 
it was a meaſure, fraught with deſtruction to 
| your infant Manufactures, to your growing Com- 
"ne merce, and to your almoſt mature Spirit—How 
* far the Prediction we then uttered has been juſ- 

tified by the event, let the ſurrounding miſeries 
of this —_— determine—An expiring and 

nearly extinguiſhed Credit—the Pride of Com- 

merce humbled and diſgraced—the cries of Fa- 

mine re-echoed thro* encreafing thoufands of 

your Manufacturers, diſcarded from the exerciſe 

of their honeſt labour, driven into penury and 
inaction; and compelled to ſeek an uncertain 
ſuhſiſtence from the humanity of their more 
affluent, tho' leſs induftrious Fellow-citizens. 
Such are the effects, and ſuch were the predicted 
conſequences of a War, commenced without 
provocation, and which, if ſuffered to continuue 
8 few Months longer, mult inevitably produce 
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national Shame, national Bankruptcy, and nati: 
onal Deſtructio un. 1 en 

We declared that the perſecution of Principles, 
was the real object of the War, whatever pre- 
texts may be held out. Judge of this aſſertion 
alſo by the bs ee the external invaſion 

ainſt Liberty ſeconded by internal-outrages on 
— moſt valued Rights——Behold your band of 
Patriots, once embodied and exulting in the 
glorious cauſe of Freedom; onee the Pride of 
IRELAND, and the admiration of attentive Eu- 
rope, your Volunteers now inſulted and diſarmed 
—BRehold your loved, your revered, your. idol- 
ized Palladium, the tryal by Jury, profaned and- 
violated : trampled in the dal by the-unhallowed 
foot of undefined Privilege—Behold your faith- 
ful Friends, for daring to ſtep. forward in your 
defence, dragged to a loathſome Priſon, and load- 
ed with every. injury, which falſehood and tyrany 
ny eould ſuggeſt. © EL Et 
 Impoſed upon through the medium of a gene- 
rous ſenſibility, falſely and deſignedly excited to 
entrap you, you too del regarded the ſalu- 
tary caution of your Friends; and though your 
reaſon and your intereſts revolted at the War, 
you ſuffered in ſilence that pernicious meaſure to 
be adopted—Again we ſtepped fo ward; for we 
have no pride, but in the conſcious diſcharge of 
duty. We attempted to alleviate the miſeries 
we could not avert. Foreſeeing the dreadful 
ſtate of abandonment, into which an jnterrup- 
tion of Commerce muſt throw the moſt uſetul 
ard induſtrious part of the community, we held 
forth an example to the public, which, it theo 
followed, would have leſſened and poſtponed that 
inevitable calamiry—We publicly and folemnly 
pledged ourielves to the excluſive conſumption 
of Iriſh Manufactures, and called on our tellow-. 


„N ; 
-- citizens, by uniting in a ſimilar reſolution tas. 
| ford the only relief then in their power to be. 
ſow. NE even — — CS Nv. 
ve Gout ret oh ene itn; 
2 to forewarn our 8 
al the dangers and miſcries, wihrith at this inftant 
ſhake private happineſs and puble fafety to their 
_ centres, we were reprefented as acting from ms. 
Ji motives, and as ſeek: by afarming 
the public mind with | 


$ apprehenfions, 
to agitate it #0 out With" ſtent contempt 
we liſtened to the baſe fon, for it was not 
worthy our reſentment. ' We knew that thoſe, 


who had doomed this unhappy Country to its 
preſent ſufferings, would at be compelled to 
adopt the palliatives ſince they had rejected the 
preventives we at firſt ſd > We knew that 
they would be forced to ſtop the cries of clamo- 
rous famine, by taking up the precedent we had 
ſet them, and to fty to thoſe means of appealing 
the deſperate reſentment of ſtarving thoufands, 
which they had before reprobated as the inſtru- 
ment of exciting it. | 

What has been the caſe? Although the War 
has yet exiſted but a few months, it's dire effect: 
have already pi the very marrow of Society 
'Thoſe indeed, who adviſed to plunge you into 
all it's horrors, have not ſuffered the flighteſt in- 
. Conveniencies : but is there an Artificer of auy 
deſcription, a Manufacturer of any denomins- 
tion, a ſingle Iriſkman who lives by his hone| 
induſtry, who has not wholly or in part been 
. deprived of his means of ſuſtenance ? All export 
is deftroyed, except the export of Specie, wrung 
from the hard hand of labour to pamper the lux- 
ury of  Abſentees——Every 4 is ſuſpended, 
except the trade of Corruption, which floviifnes 
by the jmpoveriſhment of this devoted o 
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ever painful the necefiary operation Since 


you ſeek a remedy for your preſent ſufferings, 
ever remember that a radical Reform in the ſyſ- 
tem of repreſentation is the only means of avoid- 
ing a repetition ef them—Call on your King to 
chain down the monſter War, which has devour. - 


ed your Commerce: which gorges it's hateful ap- 


11181 6900 
ite by preying on the Vretchedneſs of 
* — enſlaving them for e he 
inſtruments of tyranny and ſlaughter— Call on 
him to ſpurn from his counſels thoſe, who ſhall 
aſſert that you are bound to rob and to be rob. 
bed, to murder and to be murdered, to inflict 
and to endure all' the complicated miſeries of 
War, becayſe an unfeeling policy ſhould dictate 
the horrid aft—Call on him to give you Peace— 
But would you render ianent it's bleſſings, 
- when obtained ?—Would you add vigour to your 
Agriculture, to your Manufactures, and to your 
Commerce? — Would you ſecure to yourſelves 
the produce of your various laboyrs, now con- 
ſumed by oppreſſive and encreaſing” taxes; by 
placemen without employment, and 1 
without merit? Reform your preſent ſtate of re- 
preſentation by an infuſion of purity and health 
into your Commons Houſe— Hold forth to your 
Sovereign the records of Parliament, and let 
him read therein the incompetence of it's ex- 
iſting form— He has already partially acknow- 
ledged the fact, and failed not to eſpouſe the 
People's Cauſe. —He will ſee, and with the 
ſame ingeniouſneſs he will avow, that thoſe, re- 
peated neceſſities for your perſonal interference 
pve the evil of which you complain—PFrom { 
bis candour and from his juſtice you have every | 
thing to hope, you have nothing to fear. | 
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we * SPECIAL dELTING or THR 


SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN, 
Held on the 15th of JULY, 
For the Purpoſe of taking into Confideratiog the 


BILL now depending in PARLIAMENT, en- 

titled, * F Bill to prevent the Election or. 

« other A 3 of Conventions or other . 
&, unlaw {1} Aſemblies under pretence of pre- 
« paring or preſenting. Public Petitions, or 5 
4 other Addreſſes to tas Majefly or * A 
«© ſiament. 
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The following Reſolutions were r 
n . agre eed to, VIZ. , 


HENRY SHEARES, Preſident 
ILLIAM LEF INGS TON WEBB, Sees 


RESOLVED, 


HAT it is, and ever has been the indubi- 
ble right of the People of this country to af- 
ble and conſult together, for the purpoſe of 
irufting their Repreſentatives, or of petiti- 
ing any branch of the Legiſlature, concern- 
g lach meaſures, as may in any manner affect 
eir interetts. 

Tear, ſince that part of our ancient Conſti- 
tion, which made the office of Sheriff elective 
the People, has been changed, it has too fre. 
ently occurred, that Sheriffs, although required 


wy _—— —_— 
%— _ 
9 Ta * pug by 
” — — ä 8 
— — — 


Ni 
+= = — 
_— — - — can. 4 
- * 2 


— r * 3 * o 
— ._--ey_ cp — — — — 


— 
— 


p _— — 
2 -—= 


x" l * 


— 2 


* 1 
— 
ST 


— 


* — 


—_ 
— — 5 — 


— 


2 2 — — 


ye * — ” 2 _= 
FP OR. is TS A085 
ID IS 


* ll 
I Sa 7 
Yom 4 (1 $ 


2 ay 


* 
= ml 
——— —— a = 


—_—_ 
1 1 
— —_—  — — 


unlels agreeable to the views;ol thoſe, to wh 


moetings, to the prejudice of cool c 
| _— tranquillity. | 
Fur 1 


ing the ſyſtem above-mentioned, ww order 


duct evinced any thing ininavcal to thole, | 


| 92) | 
according to law ſummom meetings for i! 
purpoſes, have either wholly refuſed to cony 
with ſuch» requifitions, ar complied therewith 
ſuch a manner, as purpoſely to defeat the 
jets, for which. thole recetings. were & 


influence they were indebted for their office, 

THAT in the a&tuat exerciſe of this rig * 
many of thoſe evils have alſo occurred, wh 
neceffarily attach upon numerous and popil 


94 
9 
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order to avoid thoſe evils, and A. 
ſerve the deliberative right of the People . 
it's fuff force and efficacy, the appointment 
Detegates from Pariſhes, Towns, or other 
ons of the People, choſen from amongft the 
ſelves for their virtue and 2 to 
moſt conſonant to reaſon and ge fl ach, 
moſt conducive to the preſervation of peace 
public order. 
THAT we cannot attribute any other moin 
to the Roman Catholics of this Country, in purh 


collect the opinions of three millions of Pe 
on the fubject of their deareſt . intexeſts, . 
thoſe of a laudable anxiety, for the maintenan 
of public tranquillity, and the higheſt rev 

for the Laws and Conſtitution of their Con 
try: As we are perſuaded, that had their « 


— * have received the ſanction of 10x 
approbation, or parliamentary indulgence. 
Tur the — 2 — obſerved 1 
the appointment and conduct of the Cat 
Committee, and the fucceſs which crowned the 
labours with. the reſtitution of Conſtitution 
Rights, are in aus eyes inconteſtible pre 


* 
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+ the Syſtem by which that Committee was 
ated, and nt which. it porfued were ſtrictly 
formable ta the Laws of the Land, and 
cit the prable and imitation of this entire 
Aion. | 

THAT we cannot avoid expreſſing our appre- 
nſions at the introduction ef a Bill into Parli- 
ent, which appears to us, as tending to de- 
ive the People of this Country of the moſt. 
ud mode of expreſſing and collecting their 
inions, whenever they ſhall think it neceſſary 
inſtruct their Repreſentatives, or petition any 
anch of the 2 and we moſt earneſt] 
m and exhort our Fellow-citizens of — 
zdily to aſſemble in their Cities and Counties, 
r the purpole of conſideriug a ſubject, which, 
volyes their deareſt intereſts, and of commu- 
cating to their Repreſentatives the reſult of 
eir deliberations, or petitioning their Sovereign 
refule his royal aſſent to that alaming mea 
e. 8 


( 94 ) | 


| Se Faly 26,” ty 
UNITED IRISHMEN./ 


_HEenRY SHEARES —_— 6 POOR fo, : 
© JAMES DIXON, Chairman, 

. WILLIAM LEV INGSTON WEBB, % 

we? The following Publication 3 

4 0 THE PUBLIC. 


1 HE following Paragraph appeared in ſh 
FREEMAN's JOURNAL on Satur 20th inf 
and afterwards in other Prints, as a part of th 


Lord Chancellor's Speech in the Houſe of Lord 
PARAGRAPH. 


% There were in Dublin two. perſons who a 
« Members of the French Jacobin Chu 
&« and who, Mis» Lordſhip believed were i 
« the pay of that Society to foment ſedili 
« ix this Country. One of their names | 
« peared at the head of a printed paja 
« publiſhed laſt month by the UNITED Igt54. 
* MEN, 10 which Soctety they alſo belangel, 


On peruſal of the above Paragraph, I wrote th 
following Letter to his Lordſhip. 


1 


MY LORD, 


HAVING this day ſeen in -the Public Print 
of yeſterday, a groſy and infamous calumuy, 


r 


int 
7 


n 
which, from the ſtrength of it's alluſions, 1 
cannot avoid conſidering as directed againſt me, 
I think it incumbent on me to addreſs myſelf 
to your Lordſhip, prior to taking any ſtep to- 
wards the puniſhment of it's author. 7 

I AM. induced to take this liberty, my Lord, 
from the circumſtances of your Lordſhip's name 
having been made uſe of (talſely I am perſuaded) 
to ſanction the malignant falſhood contained in 
that publication. — It is therein aſſerted, that 
your Lordſhip, in the Houſe of Lords, repre- - 
ſented me as a Member and Agent of the Jacobin 

Club in France, and employed by them to toment 
ſedition in this Country: An aſſertion, which 
I am bound to believe as ill founded in relation 
to ,vour Lordſhip, as I know it to be falſe in re- 
ſpect to me.—Aſſuring your Lordſhip of my 
periet conviction, that ſuch an accuſation could 
never have proceeded from the alledged ſource, 
I take the liberty of requeſting that your Lord- 
ſhip will authorize. me to aſſert, that the publi- 
cation was unwarranted by any thing that fell 
from your Lordſhip, and that I may have your 
Lordſhip's permiſſion for ſuch legal proceeding 
againſt the publiſher as may ſeem adviſeable. 


I am, my Lord, your Lordihip's . - 


' moſt obedient, ü 
. Baggot-ftreet, very humble Servant, 


July 21, 1793. HENRY SHEARES. 
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[8 da, Jay 26, 10% 
HAVING received no anſwer to the above Let. 
ter, I deem it a duty I owe to myſelf, to the 
Society to which 1 belong, and to the Public 
in general, to lay the circumſtances of this tranſ. 


action before the Nation. 


* 
p - 
HENR SHE ARES 
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Refeved, that HENRY SHEARES be addreſe] 
; by this SOCIETY. | 


UNITED Nis To HENRY SHEARES, 


"ox I'S Soeiety is in it's choice of a Preſident, 
has been diretted to you by it's conviction of 
your patriotic and Conſtitutional principles. 

If by this mark of our'reſpe& and confidence, 


you have been expoſed to flander of the moſt fin- 


gular and wawarrantable nature, you have de- 


rived thts honorable diſtinction from the 


icy which has been uniformly employed to vi- 
5 the moſt virtuous aſſertors of their Country's 


Rights. | F 
onvinced that the calumny, altaded to in 


your Letter to the Chancellor, 1s unfounded, and 
that the mearinels which marks it, as well as it's 
malignity, renders it impoſſible for us to 2 
that it could have proceeded from the authority 
to which it had been imputed; but was rather 
the fabrication of a venal Print, which has long 
inſulted the moſt honorable and independent 
characters of the community, we earneſtly aſſure 
you, that we will co-operate with you in every 
mode of obtaining juſtice from the laws of your 
Country, 


77 
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rr 
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(-97 ) 
- Amongſt us, nothing is ſecret, nothing under- 
hand——Our numbers, our independence, our 
individual characters might ſtand as teſts of our 
intentions, We have. every motive of attach- 


ment to the. intereſt and happineſs of our Coun- 


ty. The ſacrifice” you make to public duty, 
can only ſerve to endear you to us more than 
erer. | | i 


To which Henry SHEARES gave the following - 


\ 


UNITED IRISHMEN, = 


Your affe&ionate addreſs has made the deep- 
eſt impreſſion on my heart.—I ſhall ever hope to 
deſerve it That congenial principle which firft - 
led and attached me to you, has received, if poſ- 
fible, additional by this teſtimony of your 
approbation.— From the laws of my Country I 
have no doubt of redreſs In contempt and de- 
fiance of calumny and oppreſſion, I will devote 
my life to the great cauſe for which we firſt 

united; confident, that by a firm adherence to 
the principles of our -inſtitution, we ſhaſl 


portionally effect the welfare and ineſs of 
our native Country. {2a 524 
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near fiye Months, —but this is not a Conſequence 
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Tire SOCIETY own TRISHEMEEN by 
” * B 'L Ln N. n 

To JAMES REYNOLDS, M. D. A _ 
HENRY JHOKSON, (Chairmen, 


MATT. DOWLING, Secretary. 


A ww: a +0 - ww a+ — .  .c 


Wed you für your a 
tional reſtſtance to -an Examination on Oath be. 
me a Committee of the Houſe af Perds. You 
'rightly diſtinguiſhed berween the Power Hum 
by — and the legitimate Authority 
belonging to that Houſe. Phe -opinion of tte 
wundeſt IL in both Kingdoms ancien, 
this Diſtinftion. In your Conduct mild but 
mandy, in your Language gentie in the [Letter 


22280 


but m imous in be er it, the obſti nacy of 
Virtue and the pride of good + Senfe were well Wl + 
<contraked:with: fierce Precipitation, W 


ners, and ignoble Expreſſion. 
The Conſequence was your imprifvament for 


tht can ever deſtroy either political or moral 
Truth; and to a Mind like yours, filled with 
honeſt Energy, Confinement is but a Compreſſion 
which ſerves to give it ter Elaſticity. Com- 
mitted at firſt for refuhng to take an Oath, and 

enlarged at laſt thoughperſiſting in that Refuſal, 
you have at once expoſed the abuſe of Power, 
ats Error, and its Inconſiſtency. We thank you, 
bi, for what you have done and ſuffered in the 
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Cauſe of your Country; and although this Coun- 
ny ſits at n a ſilent — in * 


at 
ee r A 


ſcarcely ſuffered to think ag war 


— when we ar 
e, much leſs 


to ſpeak as we think, even at ſuch a Time the 


Society of Unitad * ſame 


crimin bar ry to conceal their cenſure where 
due, and. to withhold. from ow 
y N 


it was 
Sir, an Os 


UNITED IRISHMEN, 


3 the grateful ackn 4 
a Man whoſe warmeſt Wiſh. 1s. the Liberty and 
Nappineſs of all his Species. 

y Sentiments have ever, been congrniad whh 
vours.— As an Iriſnman, I will ever be ready to 
reſiſt Oppreſſion, and aRively purſue every Mra - 
ſire which may tend to the complets Emancipa- 
tion of my Country, | 


JAMES. REYNOLDS. 
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Fu. 16th Auguft. 1553 
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3 1. peto$. | or es N e 
Jo SHEARES, Chun, 
| i. IL. WEBB, Secretary, | 7 N 
ro THE uon. SIMON. BUTLER _ 
And OLIVER BOND, EM. 


vm SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN o# 


- Is v2 * * 9 on 


"GENTLEMEN, * | 


- OUR DEAR AND RESPECTED FRIENDS! ,.. 


| Os the firſt of March we ſaw you enter into 


pens with an air and manner that teſtified not on- 
y a ſerene and ſettled conviction in the juſtice gf 
your. caule, but a chearful confidence in yqur own 
fortitude to ſuſtain all the conſequences that an at- 
tachment to this cauſe. might bring upon you ;— 
and we now ſee you, after an impriſonment of fix 
months, come out with the ſame unbending fpirit ; 
in the ſame health of body; with the ſame alacri 
of mind ; both preſerved ſound and unalte 
probably from the ſame cauſe, that vital energy 
which a ſenſe of unmerited ſuffering, and the con- 
 ſciouſneſs of doing our duty, never fail to com- 
municate. It is this conſcious ſenſe of unmerited 
injury, that refreſhes the ſoul amidſt the cloſeſt 
confinement, blows up the ſpark of life, and in- 
vigorates both the head and the heart. This— 
which made Mirabeau write for Liberty in a dun- 
. geon, while his enemies conſpired, againſt it in the 
anti- chamber; this—which expanded the ſoul d 
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Jative and judicial powers, for the conjunction is 


jury. 
that all undefined and irrefponbble power, by what - 
L pots 


ing influence, and 
rr 12 


think, that particular and anxious care | 
he taken, never to mingle and confaund the legiſ- 


palitically inceſtuous, and the production is always 
amo » / 

 Gentlenjen—your country is much your detox. 
But we muſt ſuppoſe you by this time too well en- 


perienced in the mutability of public opinion, to 


expect that ſhe will, for the preſent, acknowledge 
the debt, much leſs—return the obligation; that 
ſhe will either ſympathiſe with what you have ſuf- 
fered, or partake in our heartfelt joy at your en- 
largement. Indeed you will ſcarcely now know 
your country, in a te months ſo much altered. 
Indiſpoſed to condole or to congratulate, deſpond- 
ing without . reaſon, exhauſted withqut effort, he 
Tits on the ground, my fit of mental alienation; 
| 3 | 


n 
: LF OY LO RL 
unconſcious of her real malady, ſcared at eve 
Fhiſper; her thouſand ears open for 2 
from abroad, ber thouſand eyes ſhut agaivit the 
truth at home; worked up by falſe ſuggeſtions and 
artful inſinuations, to ſuch-a madneſs of ſuſpicion, 
as makes her miſtake her deareff friends for ber 
deadlieſt foes, and revile the only Society which 
ever purſued her welfare with © ſpirit and perſeve. 
rance, as attempting at her life with the torch of 
an incendiary and the dagger of an aſſaſſin. 
From a public, thus inquiſitive about the affairs 
of other people, thus ineurious about its own, 
thus deluded, we were going to ſay, in language 
of high authority, thus beſotted, we appeal for your 
fame, and our own juſtification, to the ſame pub. 
lic, in a more recollected, a more ſober, a mort 
dignified moment : when' the periſhable- politics of 
party in place, and party out of place, ſhall have 
paſſed . away like the almanack of the year; 
when the light ſhall break in on an under-working 
Family Compact, whoſe buſineſs it has been to con- 
ceal the real ſituation and ſentiments of this coun- 
try, from the immediate councils of the Sovereign; 
when a compromiſing, parlying, panic- ſtruck op- 
poſition, negotiating without authority, ſurren- 
dering without condition, fhall repent of their 
puſillanimous credulity; and, when the nation 
ſhall dare to acknowledge as a truth, what in it's 
conſcience it feels as a fact, that thoſe only are her 
friends who ſtand up while all. are. proſtrate around 
them, and call aloud on miniſtry and on oppoiition 
for Reform, radical, comprehenſive, immediate; 
tuch as will nationalize hberty, and. make this 
country ceaſe to be what it has been well deierib. 
ed—'* a heavy handed unfeellir g ariſtccracy over 
people ferocious and rendered d<iperate by pover- 
ty and wre chedneſs“ But if ſuch a time ſhould 
not ſoon arrive; if this country ſhould remain Kill 


e 2 


„ 


1 


re 


« 10 
abuſed and contented ; there is a World hers. 
Wherever Freedom is fare is our Country, and 
tiere qaght ta be our Home. Let this government 
take care. Let them think of depopulation, and 


tremble.” Who makes the Ri | ?——the Poor. 
What makes the ſhuttle fly, and the plough cleave 
the — ny Poor. NE the 

ate, what would become of yon, d, bs 
aul, filly men. — What would $a of oy, 
if the ears of corn ſhould wither on the ſtalk, and 
the labours of the loom ſhould ceaſe Who would 
feed you then if hungry, or clothe you when naked ? 
—Give the Poor a Country, or you will loſe ' one 
yourſelyes, Mankind, $4 other ere 
will follow the demand; and, if depreciated here 
below all value, will fly to a better market. 

Gentlemen, 'we again falute you with great re- 
ſpect and affection, as Friends and Brothers. We 
ſalute you, in the unity of an honeſt and honour- 
able cauſe. May you receive the reward of your 
ſufferings, and Wr in the Freedom of your 
Country. | 


Poor emi- 


| (%%% 


* % * 


ons non. SIMON BUTLER 1 
ern OLIVER BOND, Eu. 


BETUBNSD THE FOLLOWING ANSWER t 


W received the Ronour of your fpirited and 
affect ionate Addreſs, with * pride and prati- 
tude. You have done juſtice to the feeli 
which have ſupported us under our impriſonment ; 
nd, if aur ſituation required adventitiqus conſo- 
— with the tic attention of our numerous 
friends has "moſt amply ſupplied it. Our ſuffer. 
ings have not warped our underſtandings : and 
we ſtill think, that we only diſcharge. an indiſpen- 
ſible duty, while we treat all public topics with 
free diſcuſſion—preterving a due reſpect for the 
public peace, and. the laws of the land. We will 
only boaſt of our Conſtitution when it knows no 


| ame which is not reſponſible. Prerogative, 


ounded upon the ſalutary maxim, that the King 
can do no wrong, held forth at all times ſome re- 


lief in the reſponſibility of the Miniſter ; but 
Privilege, whiclf atrogates to itſelf a like con- 
ſtitutional principle, precludes all reſource. whatſo- 
ever againſt its illegal or arbitrary exerciſe , acknow- 
ledging no controul, no corrective, it regards not 
the forms of law; and while it remains undefined 
and irreſponſihle, there is no ſafety in the land, 
We have thought it our duty to ſeek redreſs, but 
we ſought it in vain. We have not even received 
countenance in the quarter where the nation might 
have looked for ſupport. We have not, however, 
Submitted, We nave ſuffered. We are now pre- 
cluded from the poſſibility of conteſting the legali- 


iy of the five impoſed on us, tor the payment 
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thereof has been enforced at the | e's 
paſſing through the orninary medium 
nue Side of the 


, without 
of the Reve- 
Exchequer, where we might have 
inſtituted a | enquiry into the matter before 
the Barons of that Court, from whoſe decifion 
there can be no appeal, or writ of error to the 


Houſe of Lords. . yy 
A — of cauſes may be aſſigned for the diſ- 
contented ſtillneſs which prevails : the landed in- 
tereſt forms a body very. nearly of an ariſtocratic 
complexion ; the commercial intereſt is. involved 
in public and. private embarraſſment ; the manu- 
urers are without a ſufficiency of employment, 
and credit has ſcarcely an exiſtence. But, not- 
withſtanding the prevalence of this ſullen torpor, 
let us not deſpair of our Country.— Although 
manceuvres to fruſtrate public energy are various, 
hardy and ſucceſsful ; nevertheleſs, a wanton ſa- 
erafice of perſonal _— .and a lawleſs plunder 
of private property, will not fail to make an im- 
preſſion proportionate to their enormity. We la. 
ment the arbitrary intemperance which has deter- 
mined'very many valuable and opulent members 
of the community to emigrate. d although we 
exult in the exiſtence of a new World, in Which 
Freedom is ſecured, and equal law duly adminiſter- 
ed to a Nation of Citizens; yet, in our opinion, 
we ſhould not abandon our Country to ſeek thoſe 
bleflings in a foreign land, until we ſhall have ex- 
hauſted every conſtitutionaſ effort to ettabliſn them 
at home. In that great cauſe we are bound to'ſuf- 
fer as well as to act, and from the performance of 
that dury we have not run. In the infamy of 
our impriſonment we take pride, for we take pride 
in our cauſe. A Selden has been caſt into a 
common priſon before us, and yet he ſurviyed the 
deſpotiſm which violated the 1 and opprelſed 
his Country, err n oe hy; 
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Faar the Months. of November and 
December laſt, ar, thereby, a moſt. dangerous ſyi- 
it of Sedimon made its. appearance amongſt many 
* Leidges in, n which, was car- 
..C a.very, great height; meetings pro- 

— and cle as many, different — the 
axowed. puryoſe, of creating Diſturbances, and 
overturning the happy, Conſtitutipa of this Coun- 
try In. 2 the promoters. of, theſe moet- 
ings and ſeditious purpoſes, procured.and brought 
abaut what they ware N to term A Conven- 
tim of the Friends af the People at Edinburgh, 

ſometime in. the beginning of December laſt, 

which. fat and deliberated upon their ſeditious 
| for ſeveral days, during which period, 
or recently prior thereto, Mr. Archibald Hamil- 
tan. Rowan, of the kingdam of Ireland, defign- 
ing himſelf . Setretary 10 the Society of United 
Eridhmen in Dublin, did, with a malevolent and 

wicked intention, and with a view to promote 
and forward the aforeſaid. ſeditious purpoſes, 
tranſmit, or cauſe to be. tranſmitted, to one or 
re of the Members of the ſaid Meeting. at 
i | cving or ng themſelves, tha 
Convention of the Frieyds of the People, a print - 
dd paper of a moſt dangerous and ſeditieus ten» 


\ . 

{ op 
r entitled, “ Arddoefs from the Society of 

United Lvithmen. in -Dublin, to the Delegates 
« for prummting a Reſorm in Sootland; which 
paper, and ithe us gontiments therein on- 
tamed, were recommended by him to that Meet- 
ins, and they urged an thereof to 

adopt the fame, ＋TQThat in courſe of the 

months of June, Juby, or Auguſt laſt, the ſaid 
Archibald Hamilton Rowati, with the ſame wick - 
ed and malicious omg alſd ſent — 

inted papers, er papers or 
of a ſelitivns wad dangerous tendency to the 
Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms to Scotland, to 
be diſperfed - und there. And not ſa- 
tisfied with this, he, with the fame malicious 
and wicked Intent, and for other ſeditiqus and. 
dangerous purpoſes, is juſt now come to this 
Country, and is * within your {Lordſhip's;juriſ« 
diction. In order therefore, to check ſuch illeggl 
and unwarrantable pr — and prevent the 
fatal conſequences which t enſue therefrom ; 
as alſo that the ſaid Archibald Hamilton Rowan 
may be puniſhed according to Law it guilty ; 
your Lordſfip 8 warrant to the e ther , 4 
tioned is craved. N 


it n that though this petſtion, aud 
Warrant granted thereon, which dears date the 28th 
of October, 1793, ſtates Mr. Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan to be then within the juriſdicti en of the She- 


riff of Edioburgh; yet Mr. Archibald Hamiltda 


Rowan did tut leave Dublin until the evening of the 
31(t-of - the: aid month, —arrived in Edinburgh at one 
ock of the am November, 1793 d in esa 
„ was taken igto-cuftody, 
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© May it therefore pleaſe your Lordſhip to grant 
Warrant to ers of Court, and other 
| executors of the Law, to ſearch for and ap- 
prehend the perſon of the ſaid; Archibald 
. ilton Rowan, wherever: he can he found 
% II within this Shire, and to bring him before 
Paoau for examination—and thereafter, if yau 
ſee cauſe, to commit him priſoner to the 
+ 'Falbooth df Edinburgh, or (C 
therein to remain until liberate in due courſe 
2 Law, according to Juſtice. .. 
» * | (Signed) WILLIAM SCOT, P. F. 


Edinburgh, -Ofoker 28, 1751 


hat Sheriff having conſidered this 22 


grants Warrant to Officers of Court to 
hend and brin — before him the perſon of 15 


Within deſign Archibald Familon Roc Rowan, for 
examination. 
1 (Signed) | Jonx PRINGLE. 


November” 4, 51 


The which day, compeared in the preſence of 
1 Pringle, 8 dvocate, bis. Maj wi 
Sheriff ute of the Shire of Edinburgh 
Archibald 12 Rowan, Fſq. of Rathco 5 
in the County of Kildare, Ireland, who ' bejng 
examined 5 and nn Whether. or not 


* This examination was carried on in focrety the 
Sheriff Depute, the Sheriff's ſubſtitute, . two Clerks, 
the Procurator Fiſcal,' the Meſſenger, and Mr. Archi- 
bald Hamiiton Rowan, were the only perſons preſent. 

| — Mer. Archibald Hamilton Rowan requeſted that Mr. 
Hutler ſhould be admitted, but his requeſt was vrefuſel, 
it being contrary to the cuſtoms and, laws of Scat- 
land, to admit at ſuch examination the preſence d, 
apy perſon e on behalf of the party under Examination en! 


/ 
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the Declarant is acquainted with Mr. Thomas 


Muir, younger, of Hunter's-Hill, preſently pri- 
hat Is the Talbooth of Edinburgh, declares, 


That had the Declarant been in his own Country 


when he was apprehended, . he would have re- 
ueſted to ſee the Warrant, but 2 the 

duty of a good Citizen, to be ſubmiſſion to 
authority, and appeal to the Law for Redreſs, he 
has attended ; but being ignorant of the Laws 


of this Country, and not knowing how. far he 


may criminate himſelf, and raking: Os interro- 
gatory unconſtitutional in itſelf, s leaye 
to decline anſwering. —Interrogated—Did the 
Declarant in the months of November, Decem- 
ber, or January laſt, tranſmit, or cauſe to he 
tranſmitted, to the ſaid Thomas Muir, or to any 
other perſon in Scotland a E 2 
November 23d, 1792, entitled, 725 from 
the Society of United Iriſhmen in Dublin, to 
« the Delegates for promoting a Reform in 
Scotland, William Drennan, Chairman, Archi- 
« bald Hamilton Rowan, Secretary; declares 
That for the reaſons above mentioned, and be- 
cauſe the Declarant, ſees that the accuſations 

ainſt him, - are the having tranſmitted ſuch an 
addreſs, he declines anſwering.—Interrogated 


—Did the Declarant write a Letter to the ſaid 


Mr. Muir, or any other perſon, deſiring him to 
lay the aforeſaid addreſs, before the meeting of 
Delegates for promoting a Reform in Scotland, 
dehgning themſelves Convention of the 
Friends of the People in Scotland? Declares and 
declines anſwering for the reaſons already aſſign- 
ed.——[Interrogated.—-Did the Declarant ſee the 
aforeſaid. Mr. Muir in Ireland, in the months of 
June, July, or Auguſt laſt, and then give Mr. 
Muir a copy, or copies of a printed Pamphlet, 


entitled, «f- Proexdings of the Society of United 
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4 Iriſnhmen in Dublin ?” Declares, That the 
Declarant conceives the whole of this examina. 
tion, as tending to criminate himſelf; that he 
is not cbnſcious of having ever acted unlike 2 
good Citizen, either here or in his own Country, 
and appeals to the juſtice of his cauſe, when 
legally and conſtitutionally brought forward, for 
his exculpation, declining to anſwer the queſtion, 
——[nterrogated—At what time the Declarant 
arrived in Edinburgh? Declares, That he arrived 
about one o'clock in the afternoon of this Day, 
——[nterrogated—Has the Declarant ſeen or 
ſpoke with the aforeſaid Mr. Muir, fince the De- 
clarant arrived in Edinburgh? Declares, That 
the Meſſenger who took him into cuſtody, found 
him in Mr. Muir's room.,———Interrogated— 
Did the Declarant come to Edinburgh at preſent, 
as a Delegate from Ireland, to attend the Con- 
vention of the Friends of the People at Edin- 
'butgh ? Declares, That if he had the honour of 
being appointed as a Delegate to attend that 
Meeting he would have taken care to come beiore 
it had broke up..——Interrogated, Did the De- 
clarant write a Letter to any perſon, in this 
Country, intimating that he meant to attend the 
aforeſaid Metting as a Delegate from Ireland, or 
in any other capacity? Declares that he did not, 
——[nterrogated—Did the Declardnt receive an 
invitation from any perſon or perſons in this 
Country, to attend a Meeting, deſigning them- 
4clves a Convention of the Friends f the People, 
and which was held in Edinburgh laſt week? 
Declares, That he did not receive ſuch invitation. 
nter rogated—Did the Declarent receive at 
invitation to attend any other Meeting for Re- 
form in Edinburgh, under any other deſignation 
tnan that above mentioned? Declares, That 
Nie received m invitation to attend any Meri 
I 8 
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ewhatever, in Edinburgh. Declares and acknow- 
ledges, That the petition of the Procurator'Fiſ- 
cal, with the Sheriff's Warrant upon it, in con- 
ſequence of which the Declarant was apprehend- 
ed and brought before the Sheriff, was read over 
to the Declarant before the examination proceed- 
ed. All this be declares to be truth. 

| (Signed) 

ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN. 

JOHN PRINGLE. | 


The before deſigned Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan, being further examined, and ſhewn a 

inted Pamphlet, entitled, Proceedings of 
the Society of United Iriſhmen in Dublin,” and 
Interrogated, Whether the Declarant has before 
ſeen the ſaid Pamphlet, or any copy of it ? De- 
clares that he knows, that the Society of United 
Iriſhmen publithed their proceedings, but does 
not know whether the copy now ſhewn him, be 

copy of their proceedings or not.  aterre- 
gated—Wheth# or not the Declarant, at any 
time, acted in the capacity of Secretary to any of 

e Meetings of the aforeſajd Society United Iriſh- 
men? Declares and declines anſwefing this quei- 
tion, for the reaſons already aſſigned. Being In- 
terrogated, and defired to confider the Pamphlet 
now ſhewn to him, and to ſay to the beſt of his 
knowledge and belief, whether or not it is the 
publication made by the above mentioned Society, 


as before declared to? Declares and declines an- 


ſwering the queſtion; and which Pamphlet is 
marked as relative hereto of this date. All this 
be allo declares to be truth. ; 
(signed) | 
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN. 
JOHN 1 
| 2 
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Tue before written Declaration, _—— 
, 


| the-ten pi pages, was freely and y 
tavily emitted Mr. Archibald Hamikon Rowan 
therein deſigned, in * of John Pringle, 
Eſq.. Advocate Sheriff Depute the | ſhire of 
Edinburgh; Harry Davedſon, Eſq, Sheriff Sub. 
ſtitute, and Mr. William Scot; Proturator Fiſcal 
of ſaid ſhire; George Williamſon, Meſſenger, 
in Edinburgh; Joſeph Mack, and James Wil. 
liamſon, Writers in Edinburgh. The Declara. 
tion being wrote by the faid Joſeph Mack. 
(Signed) HARRY DAVEDSOMN. -. 
_ _ WILLIAM SCOT, 
JOSEPH MACK. 
GEORGE WILLIAMSON, 
JAM. WILLIAMSON. . 


3 November 4, 1793. 
The Petitioner repreſents, that as the- within 
deſigned Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Efq. when 
under - examination before your Lordſhip, de- 
.clined to anſwer feveral queſtions put to him. 
The Petitioner is entitled to have your -Lord- 
ſ:ip's Warrant againſt Mr. Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan, to commit him for further examination. 
But as the enquiries and further examinations 
may take up a conſiderable time, and thereby 
lay Mr. Archibald Hamilton Rowan under con- 
finement, the Petitioner ſhall conſent that he be 
. Iberated from the preſent, upon finding caution 
to ſtand Tryal, in any criminal complaint to be 
brought again him, for the crimes charged in 
the petition, and craves that your Lordſhip will 
grant Warrant accordingly. ' 1 . 
(Signed) WILLIAM SCOT, 


\ 


Enz?) 

Ediabus zh, Navember 3, 1733. 
The Sheriff having reſumed the confideration 
of this petition, declaration of the within de- 

Archibald Hamilton Rowan, taken before 
him of this date, with the before written minute, 
nts Warrant to Officers of Court, and 
WWilliamſon, Meſſenger at Arms, to apprehend, 
and incarcerate him in the Tolbooths of  Edirr. 
burgh, or -Canongate z the Keepers whereof are 
hereby ordered to receive and detain him, ay and 
until he find cautjon acted in the Sheriff Ca 
Books of Edinburgh, to anſwer to abide Trial, 
and underlye the „in any complaint or cri- 
. minal prolecution to be brought againſt him, 
within the ſpace of ſix Months, from the date of 
ſuch caution, before any Court competent n 
the ſubject matter of this petition, Nt Nor 
under the penalty of three thouſand Marks, Scots- 


Money. : | 
(Signed) JOHN PRINGLE. 


At Edinburgh, the fourth Day of November, 
ſeventeen hundred and ninety-three years. 
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The which Day compeared, Colonel Norman 
Me. Leod, refiding in George's-Street, Edinburgh, 
and judicially enacts, binds, and obliges himſelf, 
his heirs, executors, and ſucceſſors, as cautioners 
and ſuretys, acted in the Sheriff Court Books 
of Edinburgh, for Archibald Hamilton Rowan, 
Eſq. of the kingdom of. Ireland, preſently in 
Edinburgh, that he ſhall preſent the perſon of 
the ſaid Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Eſq. at 
any time and place to which he ſhall be lawfully 
ſummoned, within the ſpace of fix Months from 
this date, and at all the after dyets of Court, to 
anſwer to abide yy and underlye the Law in 
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any in any complaint, or criminal proſecution to 
be brought againſt him, within the Ipace aforeſaid, 
defore Ly — competent, either at the in- 
ſtance of his Majeſty's Advocate, or the Pro- 
curator Fiſcal of Court, upon the ſubject matter 
of the petitian and information preſented to the 
Sheriff of Edinburgh, whereon the ' warrant of 
commitment againſt him did of this date proceed, 
and that under the penalty of' three thouſand 
Marks, Scots Money. „ | 


(signed) NORMAN Mc. LEOD, 

At Edinburgh, the fourth Day of November, 
\ ſeventeen hundred and ninety-three years, 

AY What is wrote upon this, and the preceding 
pages, is a juſt copy of the Proceedings before 
the Sheriff of Edinburgh, reſpecting Archibald 
Hamilton Rowah, Eſq. 9 
e 8 IosEPH MACE, 
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The following: is the copy. 2 2 | Letter ** 
AR cIIALD HAUuIL TONY Rowan, Eſq ; 
to the Sheriff of Edinburgh, dated No- 
vember 6th, 1793, which is to be held. 
as part of the, eclaration. 


-JOSEPH MACK. 


MY LORD, ; 7 


In. conſequence of your kind iſſion of this 
morning, I trouble you with t following ex- 
planation: Upon reading over the — 
and examining my papers, I find an i 

might be implied from two of the anſwers I'gave 
to you in my examination, which I beg leave to 
elucidate. 

N Laterrogsted-Did the Declarant receive an 

“invitation from any perſon or R in this 
« Country, to attend a Meeting, 
t ſelves a Convention of the Friends Bf the 6; mo 
ple, and which was held in Edinburgh lat 
„% week? Declares that he did not receive ſuch 
invitation. InterrogatedDid the Decla- 
te rant receive an invitation to attend any other 
« Meeting for Reform in Edinburgh, under any 
« other deſignation, than that above mentioned? 
« Declares that he received no invitation to at- 
« tend any Meeting whatever in Edinburgh.” 

Now I do find hat I did receive a Letter in 
Ireland from an Individual, which contained the 
following paragraph :;—* I could moſt earneſtly 
« wiſh that you, or any of your friends, would 
*« without delay, do us the honour of a viſit.” 
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I did not recolleft this paragraph when I waz 
brought before you, I hardly think it can be 
an invitation, I nly did not think 
it ſuch ; n + that that 
Letter was not occaſion- my coming to 
Scotland. _ Ih * A 


T am, my Lord, Ec. | 


(Signed) | 
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON nowany 


* 


|; FRY Norman Mc. 8 


g the bail of Mr. Archibald Hamilton Rowan, is 


Member of Parliament for Inverneſsſhire; a 
Gentleman of large p y and extenſive con- 
nexions. The circumſtances of this buſineſs 
being reported to him, while Mr. Archibald Ha- 
milton Rowan was under examination, he attend- 
ed at the Sheriff's Court, and although he. was 
an entire ſtranger to Mr. Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan, yet he inſiſted in the , ne, 
on 1e Me bound as his bail. | 
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m DUBLIN, 
rd un. THOMAS MUTR. 


N E who ſd lately heard you, in the centre df 
our circle, pour -ont, with a fervour of rational 
declamation, the earneft prayer of an honeſt heart, 
for rhe freedom, peace and happineſs of the human 
race, have felt, as men ought to teel, {for you are 


now every man's cou am) on hearing an ac- 


count, 1 eyr- witneſſes, on your preſent rigo- 
rous impriſonment aritary to fourteen years, 
not of — ue of eee from 
your native land,. for wat ?—for — * 
againſt the Corruptions of the Conftirution, an 
zeatouſly ſtriving to give à repreſentation to ty 
millions and a half of people. We addreſs you in 
— ſtrain of ideot cerem 0g. = as men ſympathi- 
ng with man fuffering ; the language alive 
the heart affected. £ * * e 
Let the few Lawyers who can lock down on 
their profeſſion from the height of their nature, 
expatiate with a noble indignation on the conle- 
quence of Politics entering into the Courts of, 
Juſtice and ſeating herſelf on the Bench,” ſhar- 
pening the feveriry of ſentence with the ſnappiſh- 
nels of - office, and the acrimony of perſonal ven- 
geance, ſeizing with greedineis the advantage uf 
unaſcertained and uncertain puniſhment, rioting 
upon Diſcretion, and without weighing the intrin- 
ſic nature of the offence or the inadequacy of the 


penalty, really puniſhing Public Opinion, and 


accumulating. all the exalperation felt againſt the 
1 65 9 ff 
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— ſenſe of the community, on the head af 
an unhappy individual. Let thoſe ingulas Law. 
yers detail with energy the terrible defects of judi- 


cial procedure in Scotland, through all its ſtages 


from accuſation to conviction. - Let them inftance 


thoſe particular irregularities in form which have 
vitiated your trial, in the opinion of the beſt law. 


- yers, as it has already been deemed vitiated by its 


vindictive ſpirit, in the minds of the beſt men. 
Let this be done—but this is too technical a taſk 
for our feelings, nor does it indeed correſpond to 
the dighity, we will venture to call it, the proud 
importance of your preſent ſtation. We ſpeak to 
youas Citizens to a Friend and Brother, Citizens 
condenſed together in affection, per the mare 
from the frozen indifference, which, for the pre. 
ſent, we feel around us. | | 
You ought then, Dear Aſſociate ! you ought to 


- _ extra&t comfort from your preſent ſituation. Plea- 


ſure often ſickens, but there is ſublime and perma- 
nent delight in ſtruggling with unmerited mistar- 


tune. The cabinet contains its ſufferings,/ its 


doubts and its deſpondence ; the cell has its en- 
joyments, its hopes, and the nightly viſitation of 
ſelf-approving conſcience. Has it not al: 

ſhown you, auſterely but truely, the diſtiaction 
between what is laſting and what is periſhable? 
Has it not winnowed the world for your uſe, and 
ſeparated the chaff of mankind from the graiu? 
Do you not now feel the value of that friendſhip 


which clings to the forſaken, the value of thai 


ſimple and ſincere prayer which the of Stut- 
land are daily offering up for the Advocate of the 
People, expelled from his | yon” a becauſe his 

rinciples were not thoſe of a Craft, and baniſhed 

om his country for having thought as Black vue, 
as Locke, and as Sidney? Is it not ſweet to think 
that every hour you now live is produdfive, 1 


\ 
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in any way, tend to the liberty of others. 


their country. 


< wp 
your life is not waſted, but. burns away am offering 
on the altar of humanity ; that your exampl 
ſerves to-inſpirit others in the fame ſituation; t 
your ſolid. virtue may have been the means of, 


averting from others, the ſufferings you yourſelf 
experience; and, that many. who now enjoy their 
firefides, their wives, and their children may be. 
indebted to your prompt interpolition, your ſteady, 
zeal and. your; patient magnanimity? Is it not 
ſweet to thing that your confinement or exile may, 


If that can be called Liberty where the 
public ſoul is impriſoned, where ſuſpicion clouds 
the open, candid front of man; where the amia-. 
ble ingenuouſneſs that keeps no guard, and in the 
ſimplicity of the heart forgets to place a ſeal on the 
lip, is, at every hour, and in every place, expo- 
ſed to calumny that lies in filent watch, with all 
the venom. of the ſnake, and without its rattle.— 
If that can be called Public Liberty, where two 
men meet, and after eying each other aſkance, 
both alk . ** What News 7 Yecanſe neither dare 
anſwer the queſtion z where the morality of a man 
may. be ſpotleſs and yet hiꝭ perſon be proſcribed 
and his principles accounted peſtilential.—If that 
can be called Public Liberty, where at the once 
ſocial table, we ſee feaſt without fellowſhip, com- 
wy without cordiality, and the jingle of frigid 
glaſſes without a free interchange of ſentiment, 
and a mixture of mind Where at the fill dearer 
domeſtic board, the wife ſhudders, when her huſ- . 
band drops a word on the ſtrange impreſſive ſcenes 
that are paſſing before mens eyes, and in a panic, 
ſends off the attendants for fear they have glided 
into the family as ſpies, and removes her very 
children left they ſhould hear their honeſt parent 
give vent to the bitterneſs of his heart, and call 
down a curſe on the men who have been curſes to 


1 
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Ai for that Country! alas for that Cöbftitu- 
ton, ſet in fach hideous forms before the eyts of 
thioſt who wh to love it, and guard it, and five 

it from a — nA threatens to thvolve. . 

very thing human and divine That our tulers 
duld or could kink at large - That they wonld 

not fit their minds merely to the dimenſond of 

| their cloſets, and their plans to the expedients of 
an hour That they Would gw abroad and acend 
w fuch a mental efevation; as not only to contem- 
plate the murmuring multitude below, but with 4 
Preſcience derived from rerollection, to command 
2 proſpe into futurſty, to trace the . 
mind through the lapſe of ages, till loft in Eternal 
Truth, ſtill flowing onward, fill entargi £ rifing 
over every obſtack and fometimes ſmooth, deep 
' avid filent, juſt before it breaks down into 4 ea- 
tuaract, followed by à tide wild, broken and inna- 
Mgable, Would to God, that, inſtead of puniſf 
ing a worthy man for mixing with the commorral. 

ty, our rulers wortd not merely connive at, but 
encourage ſuch an —— and intimacy 
between higher and lower ſociety as would cine 
the vices incident tv euch, —.— one dotun 
and the other wþ to their nature, humaniring the 
greit, ennobting the vulgar, and tempering” the 
ſer6city of both, in ſhort, as would, by turning 
uleleſs pyramids of Power into humble and cher . 
- ful Habitativns, make man reliſh his ſituation 
and deprecate all change as the worſt of misfor- 
tunes! A | 

In whatever part of the world, Dear Sir, it may 
be your deſtiny to dwell, believe us, you will hear 
along with you our reſpect, our affection, ohr ad- 
miration. There is an eleGricity that at preſent 
vades the univerſal mind, and were you pla ed 
at the extremity of the globe, the heart of every 


e 
Patriot will always feel the Touch of your Con- 
dition; we feel much at preſent on 5 g of - 
your flnefs 3 we hope there are many years be- 
fore you; but if otherwiſe, be ſatisfied; for 
have not lived in vain. Tf death be, as we be- 
eve it, but a pauſe in exiſtence, your happineſs / 
is yet to conte; and if death be, as we traft in 
God it is not, an eternal ſleep, are not the dreams 
of ſuch an honeſt man infinitely preferable to the 
perpetual incubus of a guilty 2 Ga 
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THE BRITISH CONVENTION. * :. 


Oran of the People, affocinted to 
obtain Univerfal Suffrage and Annual Parlia- 
ments, after taking into their Conſideration the 
oppreſſed State of their Brethren in Irdand, and 
the Unconſtitutional Act of the haſt Seſſion of 
their Parhiament called The Convention Af and 
ſeeing with Indigvation, that by that Act the“ 
were deprived of thoſe Rights, cheaply purchaſed 
by the Blood of our common Anceſtors, and which 
have ſince been confirmed and ſecured by the great 
Charter of our Liberties: * ey 
RESOLVED, That all, er any of the Patriotic 
' Members: of the Sectety of UNITED IRISHMEN of 
Dusti, Hall be aatnitted to ſprak end voter in 
this CONVENTION, © IR A . b 
Ksolvro, That the above Reſolution be tramſ- \ 
mitted to Citicen HamitLToN Rowan, % be by | 
him communiected to the UNITED IRISHMEN of - 
DuBLIinog _- © | | n 
5 Signed by Order of the Convention, 
MAT: CAMPELL BROWNE, Preſident: 
W. SKIRVING, Secre:ary. | | 
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SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN. oo 
SE e e | 


| 


To THE BRITISH CONVENTION. ,, 


Your reſolution in favour of this Society 
has been communicated to us by our highly re- 
ſpected ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN. 

Tf Iriſhmen now conſult, through the medium 
of Delegation (the beſt mode of avoiding tumult 
and obtaining cool deliberation) on the means 
of procuring a Repreſentation of the Nation in 
the Houſe of Commons, they become felonfouſly 
criminal: We therefore receive your reſolution, 
not as a debt due to our merits or our ſufferings, 
but as a meaſure of manly. and energetic policy, 
the only remaining means, of union with Ireland. 
Thoſe men who are intereſted in reſiſting | the 
meaſures. of Reform in the three Kingdoms, have 
long ſince conſpired together, and have frequent- 
. ly experienced the benefits reſulting from ſuch 
co-operation : It is by that union they. have been 
ſo long enabled to oppreſs the Democracy of 


theſe Countries. Identity of intereſt and object. 


is their bond of union; let us learn wiſdom from 
our enemies, and let us alſo be united by identity 
of intereſt and of object. Our repeated failures 
of ſucceſs muſt convince us, that while each Na- 
tion ſtands back, waiting until the others ſhall 
have made the firſt ſtruggle, we muſt all be baf- 
fied. Our cauſe is a common cauſe, and-muſt 
be won by common exertions. : Mb 

Certain meaſures; which have been recently 
taken in this Country to ſtifle the voice of the 
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People, may probably, in conſequence of this wide 
extended conſpiracy againſt Reform, be adopted in 
Great Britain with a ſimilar intention. While yet 
unreſtrained, guard againſt the impending danger; 
deliberate in time upon the means of rating 
the attempt, ſhould it be made; and of avoid- 
ing its oppreſſi ve conſequences, ſhould-it be ſuc - 
ceſoful and if you can deviſe a mode by which 
we may all, in ſuch caſe co-operate, you may 
rely on our exertions. n 
fe is to inculcate this principle of union, and 
not with the idea of conterring honour, that we 
have paſſed the reſolution we now incloſe to you. 
By it you will find we have not only embraced 
all the Members of. your Convention as Brother 
and Aſſociates, but have alſo extended thoſe titles 
to alt your. Conſtituents. To them we requeſt 
you will make known this aſſurance of our af- 
fection. Tell them it is at this moment of dan- 
and perſecution, while you are threatened 
with all the complicated miſories, a malignant 
policy, yet unglutted with the multitude of its 
victims, can .inflit, that we are cemented toge - 
ther by the unity of our cauſe, and pledge our- / 
ſelves to an undeviating fidelity for its ſucceſs. 
In purſuance of the great object of our Aſſo- 
ciation, we are now preparing ſuch a plan of 
Reform, as, in our apprehenſion, will, if car- 
ried into effect, give an impartial and adequate 
Repreſentation” to the People in Parliament. 
When arranged, it ſhall be tranſmitted either to 
you, if you ſhould be then aſſembled, or other- 
wiſe, to the ſeveral - Societies by Which you are 
Delegated. ..' 211 | 
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dor a en REPRESENTATION 
| vy wer PROPLE of IRELAND 
TAN HOUSE or COMMONS, 


. 
of UNITED IRISHMEN of DUBLIN. | 


I. T: HAT the Nation, « for the Purpeſe of 

Repreſentation folely, fhould be divided into $65 

EleRorates, formed by Combination of Parimes, 

2 as nearly 4s poſſible equal in Point of Popn- 
tion. 


U. Taar each Electorate mould return one | 


Repreſentative to Parliament. 


III. Trar each EleRorate Would, for the | 


Convenience of carrying on the Elections at the 
ſame Time, de de fut vide into a firfficient Num- 
ber of Parts. 


IV. Tur there ſhould be a returning Officer 


for each Electorate, and a deputy returning Of. 


ficer for each Subdiviſion, to be reſpekti vely | 


elected. 

v. Taxr the Electors of the Electorate Would 
vote, each id the Sabdivifion in which he is ra- 
giſtered, and has reſided as herein after Tperified. 


who ſhould tot up the Whole, and return tue 
Perſon having a Majority of Voter 8 as the ke. 


preſentative in Tent. 


NI. Tn the returning Officers of the Sub- 
diviſions ſhould ſeverally return their reſpective 
Polls to the returning Officer of the El=*orate, 
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VII. Tuer every Mah poſſeſſing the Right 
of Suffrage for 4 Nepreſentative in —— 
mould exercile it in his own Perton only. 

VIII. THAT no Perſon fheuld have & Right to 
vote in more than one the ſame 
Election. 

IX. Tit every Male ef found Mind, who 
has attained the full of 21 Years, and at- 
tually dwelt, of maintained 2 Family Eſtablim- 


ment in any Eteftorate for fix Months of the 
Twelve immediatel previous to the Cmmence 
ment of the Election, (provided his Reſidence, 
or maintaining a, Family Eftabkſhment be duly 
regiſtered) ſhould be intitſed to vote for the Re- 
preſentative of the Electorate. 

Xx. THAT there thould be a Regiſteri on- 
cer, and a Regiſtry of Refidence in every Subdi - 
riſton of each Electorate; and that in al ould be 
ons concerning Reſidence, the Regiſtry ſh 
conſidered as conclufive Evidence. | 

XI. Tyar all Elections in the Nation ſhould - 
commence and cloſe on the ſame Day. 

XII. THAT the Votes of all Electors ſhould 
be given q Voice and not by Ballot. 

XIII. THAT no Oath of any Kind ſhould be 
taken by any Elector. 

XIV. THAT the full Age of 25 Years ſhould 
be a neeeſſary Qualification to intitle any Man to 


be a Repreſentative. - 
XV. THAT Reſidence within the Electorate 


ſhould not, but that Reſidence within the King- 

dom ſhould be a neceſſary Qualification for a Re 

preſentative. : 
XVI. THAT no Property Qualification ſhould 

be neceſſary to intitle any Man to_ be a "ES 
tative, | 


* 


bl 
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XVII. Taar any Perſon having a Penſion, or 
holding a Place in the Executive or Judicial De- 
ents, ſhould be thereby diſqualified from 
ing a Repreſentative. bs. *-py 
XVIII. THAT Repreſentatives ſhould receive 
a reaſonable Stipend o their Services. $71 
XIX. THAT every N ſhould, on 
taking his Seat, ſwear that neither he, nor any 
Perſon to promote his Intereſt, with his Privity, 
gave or was to give any Bribe for the Suffrage of 
any Voter. 8 PT 3 
XX. THAT any Repreſentative convicted by a 
Jury, of having acted contrary to the Subſtance 


of the above Oath, ſhould be for ever diſquali- 
fed from fitting or voting in Parliament. 


XXI. TrarT Parliaments ſhould be' Annual, 

XXII. THAT a Repreſentative ſhould be at 
Liberty to reſign his Delegation upon giving ſuf- 
cient Notice to his Conſtituents. N 

XXIII. THAT Abſence from Duty for 
Gould vacate the Seat of a Repreſentative, 


} 
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rus SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN o 
Db UB LIN 
ro THE PEOPLE or IRELAND. | 
J : 
PEOPLE OF IRELAND, 


W. new ſubmit to your coſideration, a plan 
for your equal repreſentation in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. In framing it, we have diſre the 
many over- charged accuſations, which we hear 
daily made by the prejudiced and the corrupt, 
againſt the People, their independence, integrity 
and underſtanding. We are, ourſelves, buz @ * 
portion of the People ; and e we 
feel, confers more real honour and importance, 
than can, in theſe times, be derived from Places, 
Penſions, or Titles. As little have we conſulted 
the ſentiments of Adminiſtration or of Oppoſition. 
We have attentively obſerved them both, and, 
whatever we may hope of ſome members of the 
latter, we firmly believe that both thoſe parties 
are equally averſe from the meaſure of adequate 
reform. If we had no other reaſon for that opi- 
nion, the plan laid before Parliament, 'in the laft 
ſeſſion, under the auſpices of Oppolition, might 
convince us of the melancholy truth. Thus cir- 
cumſtanced, then, diſtruſting all Parties, we hold 
it the right and the duty of every Man in the Nati- 
on, to examine, deliberate, and decide for himſelf 
on that important meaſure. As a portion of the 
People (for in no other capacity, we'again repeat it, 
do we preſume to you) we ſuggeſt to you 


+ ( &&-}- -- 
dur ideas, by which we would provide to 2 
tlie popular part of the Legiſlature, uninfluenced 

i and 


by, and i ent of the other two parts, 
to el Kuafe that ellential phage of Juſtice and 
of our Conſtitution that every Man has the right 
of voting, thro' the medium of his repreſentative, 
for the law by which bein wrd « that ſacred 
inciple, for which America fought, and by which 
Ireland was emancipated from Britiſh ſupremacy! 
+ Tf our ideas are right, which we feel an honeſt 
/. conviction they are, adopt them, if wrong, dif 
r Io 
0 5 ways found ready to z and 
conform ourſelves to the ſentiments of the Peo- 
Our preſent ſtate of repreſentation is charged 
with being unequal, unjuſt, and by no means 
calculated to expreſs your deliberate will, on any 
ſubje&t of general importance. We have entlea- 
voured to point out the remedies of thoſe evils, by 
' more equal diſtribution of political power and 
Tiberty ; by doing juftice ; and by anxiouſly pro- 
viding that your deliberate will ſhall be, at all 
times, accurately expreſſed in your own branch of 
the Legiſlatute. If theſe are not the ay cm 
of good government, we have yet to learn from 
the Placemen and Penſioners that flit about the 
- Caſtle, in hat- the ſcience of Politics can conſiſt. 
But we know they are, and we are bold to fay, 
the more a government carries thefe princi- 


ples into effect, the nearer it approaches to per- 
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We believe it will be {aid that our plan, howe- 
ver juſt, is impraRicable in the preſent ſtate of 
this Country, If any part of that impractica- 
bility ſhonld be ſuppoſed to reſult from the inter 
eſted reſiſtance of borough-proprietors, alto 
ave never will conſent to compromiſe the p b 
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to p e the Public Peace by an adequate — 4 
peuſat ian. At All eventa, is reſts with you, Coun- 
trymen, nat with 12 to remove the obſection. 
If 759000. nat wiſh the accompliſhment of ſuch 3 
Reform, it will not take place; if you do, we 
cannot believe that Ireland is yet ſunk to that ſtate 
of miſ-government, in which it may be truly ſaid, 
that altho en. body of the 25 ſeriouſly 
feel the Juſtics af à meafure, and are ſeriouſly de- 
termined on its attainment, it is nevertheleſs im- 
practicahle ET OE re 6” 
To. you, among our Countrymen, for whoſe 
welfare we haye peculiarly laboured from the firſt 
moment of our ipſtitytion,. and the contemplation 
of whaſe proſperity will more than compenſate us 
for the ſufferings we, may have endured, for the 
calumnies with which we are aſperſed, and for 
thoſe which the publication of this unpalateable 
plan will call down upon us; To you the poorer 
claſſes of the Community we now addreſs ourſelves. 
We are told x ou are ignorant; we wiſh you to enjoy 
Liberty, without which no People was ever en- 
lightened : we are told you are uneducated and 
immoral ; we wiſh you to be educated, and your 
morality improved, by. the moſt rapid of all in- 
ſtructors a good government. Do you find your- 
lelves ſunk in poverty and wretchedneſs? Are you 
overloaded with burdens, you are but little able 
to bear ? Do you feel many grievances, which it 
would be tedious, and might be zn/afe to mention? 
Believe us, they can all be redreſſed by ſuch a re- 
form as will give you your juſt proportion of influ- 
ence in the Legiſlature, AND BY SUCH A MEASURE - 
ONLY. To that, therefore, we .with to rivet all 
your attention. Let thoſe Men, who wrangle 
about preſerving or acquiring power, catch at po- 
pularity by their petty regulations to check the 
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4 ſs of theſe growing evils ; do you deliberate 
in the retirement of your hearts, Goal their only 
1 remedy. Deſiſt, we entreat you, from 
thoſe diſturbances, which are a diſgrace to 
Country, and an injury to yourſelves, which im- 
ir your own ſtrength, and impede your own cauſe, 
xamine, peace and attentively,. the plan of 
reform we now ſubmit to you.” Conſider, ' Does 
it propoſe to do YOU juſtice ? Does it propoſe to gi 
YOU ſufficient protection ? for we have no feats, 
but that the Rich will have juſtice done to them, 
and will be always ſufficiently protected. Hang 
this plan up in your Cabbins: think on it over 
and over again: Do not throw it by in — * 
as being impoſſible to be carried into effect; 
rox NOTHING, WE HOPE, Is IMPOSSIBLE THAT 
Is JUST, - 8 colt wh 


o * * 
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| 1 v4 ' February 1th, 1794. 
THE SOCIETY. or UNITED IRISHMEN ov 

Sl 1 i {Ss | 


vo ARCHIBALD HAMILTON ROWAN, Eſq. 


pf E offer you- our congratulations the "only 


teſtimonial of our regard, which could be accept- 
able to you. We diſdain to addreſs a mind like 
yours in the language of pity and condolence. 
Although torn from what conſtituted the chief 


felicity of your being, the Society of an amiable - 


exemplary wife, and the ſuperintendance of a nu- 
merous and promiſing offspring, you are plunged 


into a loathſome priſon. Yet the re&itude of 


your cauſe, the firmneſs of your principles, the 
unbending energy of your mind,, the ardent af- 
fection 1 your grateful Countrymen, (to the aſ- 
tertion of whoſe liberties you have devoted your- 


ſelf) will chear and ſuſtain you through the pro- 


greſs of a tedious impriſonment. 

When we call to recollection, the illuſtrious 
dead who ſtood forward, the champions and vic- 
tims of their Country's cauſe.— When we think 
of Hambden, of Ruſſel and of Sidney, who have 
ſealed their principles with their blood, all infe- 
rior feelings ſubſide and we forget the ſeverity of 
your ſufferings in their glory. 

Although corruption has been leagued with 
falſehood, to miſrepreſent and vilify this Society, 
we have repoſed in honeſt confidence on the con- 
ſoling reflection, that we ſhould at all times find 


an impregnable barrier in the TRIAL BY JURY— 


Whereia charatter and intention ſhould be re- 
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garded as unerring 2 to juſtice. But while 


we have been earneſtly endeavouring to eftabliſh 
the conſtitutional rights af our Cauntry, we ſud. 
denly find - ourſelves at a loſs for this F1R8T and 
LAST STAKE OF A FREE PEOPLE, for the trial 
by Jury, loſes its whole value,”when the Sheriff 
or the Pannell, is under the influence of intereſt, 
rejudice or deluſioo, and that hattery |which- li- 
rty and wiſdom had united to conſtruct for the 
ſecurity of the People, is turned againſt them: - 
- However in defiance af that ſyſtem of proſeri 
tion, which is no longer confined tp a paxticu 


perſuaſian, but which viſits with vengeance every 


exertion in the gauſe of freedom, we truſt you are 
aſſured of our inflexible determination, to purſue 


the great obje@ of our aſſociation.— An EQUAL 


ND IMPARFIAL REPRESENTATION OF THE 

BOPLE IN PARLIAMENT. An object from 
which no chance ar change, no ſlander, no per- 
{cution, no oppreſſion. ſhall deter us. 
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Newgate, February 8th, 11906 
UNITED IRISHMEN, | 


Y 00 tare gat over-rated both my merits 
ſufferings. My merits, as a Citizen, 
warty l an honeſt, and reſolute attachment, in 
1 — and in my practice, to that bond 
. entation of the 
People in Parliament; which I conſider to be the 
eſſence 2 or Britiſh —_ and — 
eſteem of abſolute neceſſity FRE mn 
berty of Ireland. 
FR. lg gc the memory of the illuſtrious 
pariſons with the living. If 
we A No Wes 
with <3 — PRESENT examples, ſhall in an 


way contribute to our common object, I 


deem myſelf both honoured and rewarded. 
ARCH. HAMILTON ROWAN, 
| | 
Fals CE QUE bor, ARRIVE QUE POURRA. 
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James N. Tandy Eſq. 

Plaintiff, ) Os 3 aft 
The Right Hon. Joha, | of June 2792, 4 Subpa,- | 
Fane Earl of Weſt⸗ from the Pleas fide of 
moreland of the King- Court. of Exchequer, . 
dom of Great Britain. | was ſerved on the Defen- ' 

Defendant. | 1 at the” ſuit of the 
ps * — 8 and the — 
ays appearance ex expired on . on that 

| tay per — S obtained the . 
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the mean time. 
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., 26th Jane, 11794, 


| N52 os M R. Attorney Gene. 
John Ea of Weſt--5 ral of counſel for his Ex- 
I — cellency the Lord Lieute. 


S az * 


— ——nint of Ireland, the de. 
fendant in this cauſe, moves to prohibit the iſſu- 
ing any attachment againſt him, and to quaſh the 
Subpcena which iſſued in this cauſe ; whereu 
it is ordered by the Court, that Mr. Matthew 
Dowling, the plaintiffs attorney, do attend this 
Court at the fitting thereof to-morrow, and that 
no Proceſs do iſſue againſt the ſaid Defendant in 


KEMMIS, © 
el IE. 


on Wedneſday the 27th of June Mr. Dowling 
wttended the Court in obedience to the above 
Order, was ordered on the Table, and being 
aſked by the Court if he had iſſued the Subpœna 
ainſt the defendant, he admitted he had, and 

> the defendant was ſerved with it—He was 
then aſked by the Court to declare what the cauſe 
of action was—(Here the Hon. Simon Butler, 
one of Mr. Tandy's counſel, interfered, and 
proteſted againſt the queſtion, and inſiſted that 
the attorney was not to diſcloſe the ſecrets of his 
client, and that an attempt to ſift him for that 
was contrary to law and Juſtice). The 


| | > then aſked Mr. Dowling whether ke had 


any objection to anſwer the queſtion, —Mr. Butler 
'again interfered and faid, that as counſel for Mr. 
andy, he was indifferent whether Mr. Dowwli 
had or had not any objection to anſwer the queſ- 
tion, that it was ſufficient that the Client had an 
objection, and that the privilege of the Attorney 


! 


cauſe 0 = The court tg inking proper 
ſs the queſtion further, Mr, Dowling was 
Aſai iſſed 28 any other interr RT 
Mr. Butler thereupon ſubmitted court, 
that the motion of the Attorney General ought . 
to be refuſed, He argued (in — particu- 
lar he was ſtrongly — y Mr. Me. Pally) 
that the defendant not having entered an 3 
pearance, no motion on his behalf could 
— chat there was in fact no cauſe in court 
but merely the Inſtitution of a cauſe by proceſs 
Bay: Butler further contended that the proceed 
in this caſe were inſtituted againſt the Earl 
of Weſtmorland of the kingdom of Great Bri- 
wo, and that no document whatever had been 
adduced which could give the court judicial know- 
ledge that the defendant was Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland the Attorney General had yeſterday 
come into court with a piece of written 1+ in 
his hand, which he alledged was the 
— na directed to the 1 ght Hon. E 
of Weſtmoreland of the kingdom of Gree 
Britatn, and, upon an allegation that the Lord 
Lieutenant is not liable to any action, grounds 
a motion, that the Subpœna in this caſe be 
quaſhed or the proceedings ſtopt—=but how did 
it come officially before the court to know the 
Lord Lieutenant was the perſon mentioned in the 
Subpcena? certainly not by any document or 
proof competent to warrant a compliance with the 
motion of the Attorney General. It was ne- 
ceſſary that the Earl of Weſtmoreland ſhould ap- 
ar, and, on being declared againſt, plead that 
e is the Lord Lieutenant, and ſhew his letters 


H 3 
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1 before it can be con- 
idered as judicially before the Court. Suppoſe 
the Earl of Weſtmoreland ſhould come forward 
to ſhew his official qualification by his letters 
tent were without a ſeal, or otherwiſe defective 


in the forms which conſtituted their legality.— 


Suppoſe the Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench 
ſued merely as Lord Clonmeil, the court were 
not to know him as Chief Juſtice of the King's 
Bench, until he firſt came into court and pleaded 
and proved that he was ſo. The court had not 
in this caſe a competent judicial knowledge that 
the defendant was Lord Lieutenant—a judicial 
knowledge to be competent, muſt be founded on 
regular proof of the fa&. gr 99 
Hereupon the court declared that they had 
Judicial knowledge that the defendant was Lord 
Lieutenant—it would be ridiculous for any man 
to pretend ignorance of it; they attended his 
ſummons to parliament in a judicial capacity; 
they ſaw him acting there in the capacity of Lo 

Lieutenant—they ſaw him attended with the uſual 
ſtate, and received in all the official dignities of 
Lord Lieutenant ; - therefore it was ſufficient to 
announce to their official knowledge that he was 
Lord Lieutenant de facto, and they had nothing 
to do with the ſpeculations de jure ; that they 
had too full a knowledge of the Britiſh Conſti- 
tution, to ſuppoſe there were two Earls of Weſt- 
moreland of the kingdom of Great Britain, or 


two peers titled of the ſame place—that they had 


befides the evidence of every ſenſe that conveved 
information to their mind, and would not, in 


complaĩſance to 8 ſpecial pleading, he 


prevailed on to affect a blindneſs to the evidence 
of their oven ſenſrs, to that notoriety which mult 
be imprefled'og rhe mind of every man in the 


e 
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kingdom who ever conſidered the ſubje& for - 
moment. s wh 3 

My. Butler contended, that the court, in de- 
ciding the point in the preſent ſtage, diſpoſed of 
a matter by way of Order, (from which no writ 
of error lies) which ought not to be diſpoſed of, 
otherwiſe than by Judgment. If the Defendant 
appeared and pleaded, the Plaintiff might demur, 
and from the judgment of the court on the point 
the party is entitled to his writ of error, and 
thereby may obtain the deciſion of the dernier 
reſort ;* though the Lord Lieutenant figns the 
writ of error, he does ſo miniſterially merely, 
and not- judicially, as the writ of error in civil 
caſes is ex debito juſlitia, and not ex gratia; and 


therefore Mr. Butler firmly relied on his opinion 


as to the neceſſity of Lord Weſtmoreland's plead- 
ing in Court, and exhibiting. documental proof 
of his being Lord Lieutenant, and begged per- 


miſſion to ſay, that the court could not ſee, 


hear, nor underſtand judicially, that the Lord 
Lieutenant was the perſon meant, until the de- 
fendant appeared and pleaded that he was. | 
The court ſaid no man could be heard on this 
point, as they had delivered their _— 5 
Mr. Butler obſerved, that their Lordſhips had 
now *given' their deciſion upon a point of the 
very utmoſt importance, and upon grounds for 
which he knew no precedent. —But he had in his 
poſſeſſion. an atteſted Copy of the Letters Patent 
appointing the Earl of Weſtmoreland Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland.—By this document it appear- 
ed that his official rank as Lord Lieutenant of 
Irelaud was conferred by Letters Patent under 
the Great Seal of Great Britain, and Mr. 


Butler did not heſitate to declare, that an official 


rank, merely ſo conſtituted, coul not be recog- 
nized os. have any weight in judicial deciſion of 
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any law court in this Independent kingdom. The 
Great Seal of Great Britain, in itfelf, has no 
more authority in this country than a mere cake 
of wax, or the Great Seal of the Mogul. The 
enrollment of it is an enrollment of a nullity, the 
Great Seat of Ireland was the only public arg 
ment of authority that this country could acknow. 
ledge,—in this country the conſtitution of Ireland 
only could be acknowledged, and be knew of no 
conſtitution that ſhould have weight or conſidera- 
tion in this court, but the conſtitution of Imperial 
and Independent Ireland; whether its principles 
were ſimilar to, or taken from the Britiſh conſti- 
tution was not for him to conſider. 
Court Would you, Mr. Butler, be underſtood 
to inſmuate that there is no legal Chief Governor 
in this kingdom? | | 
Mr. Butler, My Lords, the regard I have for 
the peace of this kingdom obliges me to decline 
an anſwer to your Lordſhips queſtion, but the 
<0; can be readily drawn from the-pre- 
miſes. / 
Mr. Butler then argued that ſuppoſe the De- 
fendant was conſidered as Lord . it 
does not necefſarily follow that he in this caſe ſued 
for an act done as Lord Lieutenant; the action 
may, for what the court know to the conftary, 
be brought againſt him in his private capacity. 
Die Chief Baron ſaid that he in particular had 
dae knowledge that the action was brought 
againſt the Defendant as Lord Lieutenant, becauſe 
he was in the vacation applied to by the attorney 
for the plaintiff, to ſign a Jetter miſſive addreſſed 
toithe Earl of Weſtmoreland, Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland. 1 
Hereupon Mr. Dowling aſſured his Lordſhip 
that ſuch addreis muſt have ariſen from the miſtake 
of the officer of the court, and was contrary to 
ts directions. 
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My. Butler argued, that the addreſs of the let- 


ter miſſive would, in caſe it had been ſigned and 
proceedings had upon it, have been evidence 
merely to ſhew that the Earl of Weſtmoreland 
mentioned in that Letter Miſſive was Lord Lieut- 
enant, but certainly would not have been evidence 
that the Defendant was ſued as for an a& done by 
him Ras Lord 2 — but that Letter Miſſi ve, 
not having been ſigned or proceeded upon, is out 
of the queſtion, and cannot be — as judi- 
cial knowledge of any fact in this caſe. _ ' 
Mr. Butler then ſaid, that the queſtion for the 
inion of the Court was, whether any action 
civil or criminal can lie againſt a Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland pending his Vicereyalty ?” a Doctrine 
is attempted to be ſet up that no Civil or Cri- 
minal action will locally he againſt a lord lieutenant 
during his Government” If this Doctrine be true, 
the Current of Juſtice will be impeded, and the 
Rights of the ſubje& will be in danger, for it can 
be made appear moft evidently that no ſatisfaftion 


can be obtained, either in this Kingdom or in 


any other, againſt a Lord Lieutenant after the 
end of his Goverementy- for treſpaſſes committed 
by him during his Government. In every Caſe 
to repel the juriſdiction of the King's Courts, you 


muſt ſhew a more 9 4 and a more ſufficient ju- 
ere is no other mode of Trial, 


riſdiction, for if t 
that alone will give the King's Courts a juriſdicti- 
on. Now, in this cafe, it is not ſhewn that an 
action could be ſuſtained at any other time in this 
Court or elſewhere—and Mr. Butler ſaid, that he 
would ſhew the negative, and demonſtrate to the 
Court, that after the diſſolution of the Govern- 
ment of a Lieutenant, an action could not, with 
effect, be maintained againſt him either in Ireland 
or elſewhere, Ireland is an independent Kingdom, 


* N 
and not, within the dominion of the Crown of 
Great Britain; an action of treſpaſs, vi & arm, 
for a Treſpaſs committed in Ireland, is not main. 
' tainable in great Britain, the Treſpaſs was not 
committed cactra pacem of the, King of Great 
Britain—fo much for any chance of ſucceeding in 
an action in Great Britain. The caſe of Fabriga 
and Moſtin-was the caſe of a Treſpaſs committed 
in 2 place within the dominions of the Crown of 
Great* Britain, and therefore an action for fuch 
Treſpaſs was well maintainable in Weſtminſter 
Hall. As to an actien in this Kingdom at the end 
of the Viceroyalty, it is to be obſerved, that the 
Viceroy is a ſugacious character, the ſubject of 
another Realm, to which he might return even 
beſore the diſſolution of his authority; in his re- 
turn to which he was guaranteed and protected 
even after the ceſſation of his authority here— 
here then was the chance of remedy or redreſs 
inſt him after he ſeceds or is diſmiſſed from Of 
ce and returned into his country with his proper- 
? his authority is under the Great Seal of Great 
itain; if not valid, he has no authority ; if 
valid, the courts here are not competent to decide 
upon it—and the courts in Great Britain are not 
<ompetent to take cognizance of a Treſpaſs wi & 
arms & contra pacem committed in Ireland, 
The ſtatute of limitations may alſo poſſibly have 
operations : in ſhort, if the doctrine contended 
for was to hold, a Lord Lieutenant might commit 
= Treſpaſs, might ſeize the property of the ſub- 
jet, impriſon him, torture him, even Murder 
him with Impunity— s the Court prepared 
to let fuch ine go abroad to the Iriſh Nati- 
on? N 
Ax. Burier was proceeding in his argument, 
and preſſing the Abies upon the Court —the 
Court declared, that they would give the moſt am- 
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ple time for deliberation on all ſides, and ordered 
the caſe to ftand over till next Term, then to be 
fully argued. | 
Counſellor Emmet, for the plaintiff, moved that 
the Defendant do enter into ſecutity for his appear- 
ance at Court on the firſt day of next term The 
Court re fuſed the motion the Attorney General 
declared that the Lord Lieutenant would not 
give ſecurity Mr. Butler truſted that he aj, 
if the Court was pleafcd to order him ſo to do. 


Menday Nevember 16th, 1794. 


The motion being called on, Mr. Butler was 
directed by the Court to argue his Objeftions to 
the motion—Mr. Butler then ſubmitted to, the 
Court his reafons wherefore the Motion of the 
Attorney General fhould be refuſed—He faid that 
the ſubpcena was iffued at the fuit of ]. gn 
Tandy Efq. againſt the Right Hon. John Fane 
Farl of Weſtmoreland of the Kingdom of Great 
Britain, and that, altho* urtil an appearance was 
entered, there was no cauſe in Court, and that, 
by the Rule of the Court, no motion could be 
made on behalf of any perſon who was not before 
the Court, yet Mr. Attorney Genenal, alledgin 
that the Defend. was the Lord Lieutenant, an 
that as ſuch he was not liable to any action, moves 
that the ſubpœna be quaſhed or that no proceed- 
ings ſhould iſſue upon it, and demands that the 
court will difpoſe of that by way of order (from 
* no a of error Jies)which ought not to 
e diſpoſed of otherwiſe than by wa a 
— The court having declared t ah Lnews 
yp that - the dant was Lord Lieutenant, 
and that the motion was not contrary to Lule, and 
that the matter might well be diſpoſed of by wa 
of order, Mr. Butler thereupon faid that he woul 
not trouble them further upon thoſe points, but 
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enter immediately upon the ; 
* whether any Civil or Criminal action will lo. 
cally lie againſt a Lord Lieutenant during bis 
Government“, for he contended that the Court, 
not having before them any document whereon they 
could ground a judicial knowledge of the cauſe of 
action, could not know whether the writ was inſti. 
tuted againſt the Defend. for an act done by him 
in his politic or in his natural capacity, and were 


therefore compelled to decide the general queſtion, 


— He ſaid that the general Inviolability of a Lord 
Lieutenant from action (if any ſuch. he has) muſt 
be grounded on his being, in quality of repreſen. 
tative of the King, the executive power of this 
country, aud if the inviolabilety extends to the 
Lord Lieutenant, it muſt alſo extend, by parity 
of reaſon,” to a Lord Deputy and to Lords Juſtices 
It will be proper to conſider in what reſpect the 
king ſtands as to actions.— The original power of 


juriſdiction, by the. fundamental principles of 


ſociety, is lodged in the ſociety as large: but eve- 
ry nation has committed that power to certain ſe- 
le& magiſtrates; and in England, this authority 
has been immemorially exexciſed by the King or 
his ſubſtitufes. However, in the times of our 
Saxon anceftors,. and even until the time of Ed- 
ward the 1ſt; the King, tho' the\reſervoir of Juſ- 
tice, might have been ſued in all actions as a com- 
mon perſon, and for that purpoſe could iſſue a com- 
mand to himſelf, the form of which was, ** Pre- 


cape Henrica vegi Angliæ &c. — 1ſt. Comyn's 
Digeſt 104.—22d. Edw. 3d. 3—24th Edw. 3. 23. 


55.— 43 Edw. 3d. 22—Staunford's Prerogative 
Regis 42.—Theloal's Dig: of original Writs Lib. 
4. ch 1. S. 3.—(here-the court having queſtioned 


the quotation, 1ſt. vol. Comyns's digeſt was 1 
lity, 


Auced, and they were then ſatisfied of its re 
obſerving only, that there was in Comyns 2 


IE ( 18 ), | 
dubitatur). It is true that at this day the mode 
of proceeding is otherwiſe, and that at this day 
the King cannot be ſued as a common may z 
for in ſome time after the conqueſt, the feu - 
dal ſyſtem introdu&d by the Norman Deſpots was 
eſtabliſhed, the country ceaſed to be a nation and 
funk into a kingdom, allodial and independant 
Tenures were aboliſhed, the King became every 
„ding, and the people nothing; the common laws - 
node of ſuing the * f. a matter of in- 
(ccency, and it was thought improper that he 
+ WY ſhould be ſubject to like proceſs as a common perſon 

was; command, even by himſelf, became offen- 
(tree to his organs of hearing, and in the Reign of 
de firſt Edward, who, tho* an able, was adeſpo- 
ic Prince, petition was eſtabliſhed in its ſtead, and 
bas ever ſince been continued as the mode; there- 
+ Wl fore at this day, if any perſon has, in point of 
f 
f 
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property 3 a juſt demand upon the King, he muſt 
petition him in his — 2 where his Chancellor 
will adminiſter right as a matter of grace tho* not 
upon compulſion, 2 the end of ſuch petition is not 
vo compel the Prince to e contract, but to 
x 8 perſuade him; but as to wwithys, as t 
re not to be — unfortunately — | 
. ſould happen to be committed, the ſubje is with. - 
. out remedy, for the inviolability of tie Chief Ma- 
. Wl giftrate is of more conſequence than particular 
. miſchiefs.— This inviolability from action is how. 
ever a direct and ſubſtantive and incommunicable 
prerogative, which the king has, in right of his 
„ royal dignity, over and above all other perſons, 
and out of the ordinary courſe of the common 
b. has, and it is in its nature ſingular and eccentrical z 
the emphatical words of Magna Charta, ſpoken 
„in the perſon of the King, who in judgment of 
7 Law is ever preſent and repeating them in all his 


. 
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ul differemus jaſlitiam wel refum,"? and. therefore 
«in every ſubject (ſays Lord Coke 2d; Inf, 550 
for injury done to him by any other ſubject, be he 
cccleſiaſtical or temporal without any exception, 
may take his remedy by the courſe of the Lay 
and have juſtice and right for the injury done to 
him, freely without ſale, fully without denial, 

5 and ſpeedily without delay;“ the? law being the 
| ſupreme arbiter of. every man's life liberty and 
Property, Courts of Juſtice muſt at all times lie 
open to the ſubject, and the King cannot grant 
any exemption from ſuits; or communicate hi 
prerogative. in that reſpect to others. This pm 
rogative, which gives the King inviolability tron 
act ion, is befides in a gieat meaſure founde( on 
his being, the Reſervoir from whence. Jultice u 
conducted, by a thouſand channels, to «very In. 
dividual; all juriſdictions of Courts are either me. 
diately or immediately derived from him, ther 
proceedings ale generally in his name, they pals 
- under his ſeal, and are executed by his ofiicers; 
he has a legal ubiquity, he is always legally preſet 
in all his Courts, and the judges are the mirror by 
which his- image is refleted.—But how can this 

. reaſoning be applied to a Lord. Lientenant; hel 
not the fountain of Juſtice, juriſdictions are not 
derived from him, their proceedings are not in kis 
name, they paſs not under his ſeal, and are rot 
executed by his officers ; he has no legal ubiquity, 
he is not legally preſent in all the Courts, and the 
Judges certainly are not the mirror by which bis 
image is reflected. The act of the 2 1ſt. and 22d. 
Geo. zd. Chap. 49. enacted in the year 178: 
when we vainly flattered ourſelves with the eſiz 
hliſnment of our. Rights on a firm baſis, det 
zudeed make it lawful for a Lord Lieutenant t 
grant warrants for ſealing writs of error returnabk 
into Parliament; but urely. this act, paſſed u 
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ſuch a period, never was intended to operate for 
the Lord Lieutenant and inviolability from acti- 
on; thoꝰ the ſuitor muſt petition for the warrant, 
it will not be argued, that the Lord Lieutenant 
can refuſe to grant it, or that the granting or re- 
fuling is a matter ex gratia and not ex Aebito juſ- 
titie, or that the Lord Lieutenant, in granting 

it, acts otherwiſe than miniſterial. 
Mr. Butler then argued, that if this Invio- 
lability contended for vn behalf of the Lord 
Lieutenant was allowed, it would rot only be a 
delay, but a denial of * Juſtice—In the caſe of 
the King, when the Law, ſays that he ſhall net 
be ſued as a common perſon, it points out the 
petition as the mode of obtaining juſtice. —In 
order to repel one juriſdiction, another ſhould be 
ſhewn : but in the caſe of the Lord Lieutenant, 
no antidote is offered to the poiſon.—lf he be 
privileged from action during the time of his 
Government, he never can be made reſponſible 
in this Kingdom for any a& done during his. 
Government, or in Great Britain for any Treſ- 
paſs vi et armis he may commit here. —If he is 
rivileged during his Government, he is privi- 
. in his return home — the home of the Earl 
of Weſtmoreland is Great Britain, where he is 2 
Peer and Privy Counſellor, and where conſe- 
quently the court will preſume that he will, in 
execution of his duty, reſide after the expiration 
of his Government ; no proceſs therefore in this 
country can affect him perſonally, and any pro- 
ceſs in this country againſt his property would be 
nugatory, he not having any property in this 
country upon which ſuch proceſs could attach. 
Suppoſe that after the expiration of his Govern- 


ment and departure from this Kingdom he ſhould 


return to it in à private capacity, and an action 
be inſtituted againſt him for an act done during 
12 


— 
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his Government, and that he Gone Hy the 
act as having been done by virtue of his office 
of Lord Lieutenant, and make a profert of the 
letters patent ' appointing him Lord Lieutenant, 
If, upon oyer of thoſe letters patent, they ſhould 
appear to be under the Great Seal of Great Bri- 
tain, does not the following dilemma preſent it- 
ſelf? He was either 5 0 8 — he was 
not; the patent was either or illegal; If 
he was 1 Lord N ov ; — was 
illegal, he was not intitled to any privilege du- 


ring his, Government; if he was Lord. Lieute- 


nant, if the patent was legal, no action can be 
maintained againſt him' in this * at any 
time for any act done during his Government, 
for he may juſtify any ſuch act under authority 
of fuch letters patent, and the courts here are 
not competent to determine whether the act was 
. warranted by ſuch authority or not, for the eff 
or extent of the letters patent of the King 'of 
Great Britain which gave the authority, can only 
be tried in the Courts of the King of Great Bri- 
tain, In a word, the Earl of Weſtmoreland is 
either Lord Lieutenant by virtue of this patent, 
in which caſe no action can ever be maintained 
againſt him in this country for any act done du. 
ring his Government, or he is not Lord Lieute- 
nant by virtue of this Patent, in which caſe no 
perſon will contend that he has any privilege 
whatſoever. | 
Having endeavoured to ſhew, that ſuppoſing 
the Earl of Weſtmoreland to be Lord Lieutenant, 
and as fuch privileged from action locally du- 
ring his Government, he never can be made re- 
ſponſible in this Kingdom for any act done du- 
ring his Government, Mr. Butler proceeded in 
his argument to ſhew, that he never can be made 
reſponſible in Great Britain for any treſpaſs vi 
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ct armis committed in this Kingdom. —There is 
a ſubſtantial diſtinction as to the locality of Trials 
with regard to matters that ariſe out of the 
Realm ; there are ſome caſes that ariſe out of the 
Realm which ought not to be tried any where 
but in the country where they ariſe ; an action 
of treſpaſs vi et armis for a treſpaſs vi et armis 
committed in Ireland is not maintainable in 
Great Britain, for, the breach of the Peace 
being merely Joral, though the treſpaſs againſt 
the perſon is tranſtory, it muſt he laid to be 
againſt the peace of the King, and the treſpa 
was not committed contra pacem of the Ki 
of Great Britain..-As to the caſe of as 
Moſtyn, and other caſes of Colonial Governors 
. who were ſued after the expiration of their Go- 
vernments in Weſtminſter Hall in actions of treſ- 
paſs vi et armit for treſpaſſes committed in and 
during their Governments, they are not- appli- 
cable to the caſe of a Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land ; they were the caſes of treſpaſſes commit- 
ted in places within the dominions of the Crown 
of Great Britain, and therefore actions for ſuch 
treſpaſſes were well maintainable in Weſtminſter 
Hall; but Ireland is an independent kingdom 
and not within the dominions of the Crown of 
England, and therefore treſpaſſes vi et armis & 
contra pacem committed in Ireland are not cog- 
nizable by the courts in Weſtminſter Hall. 
There is. another difference very obſervable be- 
tween 2a Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and Colo- 
nial Governors. The Lord Lieutenant preſides 
neither in a Court of equity nor of law ; but the 
Governor has the cuſtody of the Great Seal, and 
is Chancellor within his province, with the ſame 
powers of judicature that the lord high Chan- 
cellor has in England; and the Governor pre- 
fides in the Court of errors, of which he and 
13 5 
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the council are Judges, to hear and determine all 


appeals in the nature of writs of error, from the 
ſuperior. Courts of Common law in the Province 


from whence it neceſſarily follows, that as a 
man ſhall not be Judge in his own cauſe, no 


action is maintaihable againſt a Colonial Go- 
vernor locally during his Government.—Stoke's 
on the conſtitution of the Britiſh colonies 185. 
(Here the Court having denied the authorit 

and declared that they never heard of the boo 

or the author, Mr. Butler informed them that, 
the author was a Mr. Anthony Stoke's, a gen- 


tleman of the Inner Temple, a barriſter at law 
and formerly chief Juſtice of Georgia, and that . 


His book was publiſhed in London, in 1783.) 
Mr. Butler further to ſhew that no action was 
maintainable in England, quoted the trial of 


Lord Strafford 1ſt ſtate trials 745, (the illegality 


of which is univerſally admitted) where that un- 
fortunate Nobleman warmly and powertully con- 
tended, that for any offence committed by him 
in Ireland, he was to be judged by the peers of 
Ar. Butler having endeavoured to ſhew, that 
no action would lie againſt Lord Weſtmoreland 
in Great Britain, and that if he was Lord Lieu- 
tenant and privileged while he was ſuch, no 
action wk be afterwards maintained againft 
him in this kingdom, proceeded in his argument, 
and expreſſed his apprehenſions, that even were 
an action maintainable againſt him in this king- 
dom after the expiration of his Government, he 
might plead the ſtatute of limitations in bar, 
and that the plaintiff could not reply that the de- 


fendant had during that period been Lord Lieu-, 


tenant of Ireland; the ſtatutes give no ſuch repli- 
cation; the caſe of a Chief Governor, is not 


provided for by any ſaving proviſo; the limi- 


a 


( 


2 
tuation clauſe has negative words, it Jens, chat 
the ations therein Becikied ſhall be ſued within 
the times therein mentioned and 1 after; an 
the ſaving proviſoes make no mention of the caſe 
of a Chief Governor, and extend only te che 
particular circumſtances and ſituation therein 
mentioned of a plaintiff, viz. minority, cover- 
tare; inſanity,: impriſonment, --and -abſerice | be- 
yond ſeas, and not. to the circumſtance or- ſitu- 
ation of a defendant, ſave only in one inſtance, 
viz. abſence beyond ſeas· j VO 
Mr. Butler ſaid that he would conclude with 
one caſe of the very firſt authority, communi- 
cated to him by Mr. G. J. Browne, by which it“ 
would appear that in former times, and thoſe not 
the moſt affected towards rights of the ſubject, 
very different ideas from the preſent were en 
tertained of a Chief Governor's liability to be 
ſned. In Lord Strafford's ſtate letters, Vol. rx 
p. 68, there is a letter from the Lord Juſtice" to 
the Lord Deputy, dated the 26th, Feb. 163 
There was aipariſh- church® commonly called 
© St. Andrew's church, ſituate in Dammes 
ce ſtreet in this city, which- in former times of 
*« diſturbanee here, by reaſon of the convenient 
% ſituation thereof near the caſtle was uſed for 
e a ſtable for the deputy's Horſes; that Church” 

« is now legally evicted from us in the Chancery- 
© of his Majeſty's court of Exchequer by the 
« Chapter of the Cathedral Church of St. Pa- 
« trick's Dublin to whom it belongs, and an in- 
junction out of that court is directed to me 
«© the Chancellor - for the delivering the poſſef- 
64 ſion thereof accordingly.” There is a decree. 
in the Exchequer for reſtoring the church to the 
pariſh from whence it was taken, Mr. Butler 
concluded with this obſervation, that the caſe of 
$t. Andrew's church ** clear and deciſive evi- 

* + . + © 
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dence, that, however high Lord Strafford's voti 
ons of prerogative were, however adverſe he ever 
was to the rights of the people, he never dreamed 
of an invi ility from action and the barons of 
that day- gave an example, in the following; of 
Abu — of the N r would 

y poet roger 

| ht ever to attend the deciſion, of cauf _— 
J ice. z 

Mr. Fendt, on the 8 Gde with Ms. Butler, 
began by commenting on the nature of this ap- 
plication- It was wade by the Attorney Gene- 
ral, avowing himſelf not to be Counſel for Lord 
Weſtmoreland ; no cauſe being in Court on 
_ - which: to ground this application; before 

ance, and unſupported by any affidavit. — 
not, he ſaid, a mation, and it would not, be cal 
led a motion, if the counſel on the other fide 
could call it by any other name. He would how- 
ever tell the court what it was, it was a mefe 
from a great man defring the court to dog che 
proceis of the law. againſt. him; and a would 
ſay, on the authority of 2 Inſt. 56. that it is 
exactly that againſt which the  nalli negabimus 
jullitiam of Magna Charta was enacted. The 
ground of the application, as ſtated by the At- 
torney General on à former occaſion, was, that 
Lord Weſtmoreland would not appear, and that 
it would be inconvenient and even dangerous to 
arreſt him in the midſt of his done It by law 
he cannot be compelled to ſaid Mr. 
Emmet, the menace was — ary—if by law 
he may be compelled to appear, the menace was 
Indecent. If he can be compellad to appear, 7 
muff appear, and notwithſtandiug the wt 
given of him by his -own immediate advocates, I 
Einnot believe, that while he claims to be the 


n this, 1 he will ſet the example 


"4 


982 


9 


rener 


aa. A AAA ww. 


| 


*n 7” os Fr, FR he a. 


an action will not lie agai 
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of refifting the laws to the ſubjefts of his Sove - 


reign. But by law he may be compelled to ap- 


| no. privilege exerapts him from ing; 
Rr vn ny"? ay ag} oe 


tor no priv exempts ſaed. 
It is «prince of the law, laid down 1ſt Com. 
Dig- 104. Title Aion. (C. 3.) that every fub- 
jed of the King, eccleſiaſtical oy t al, man 
or — villein or — be ſued,” - _ 
protection to the ſubjects right in 

than the Common law mode was — — 
_ the King until another was pointed out. 

r this Mr. Emmet cited 1. Com. Dig. 104 
(C. 1.) until “ the time of Edward 1. the 
King might have been ſued in all actions as a 
common perſan. The Court obferving that 
there was a doubt expreſſed in that very paſſage 
as to the fat, Mr. Emmet ſaid he would cite 


them authorities in which no doubt was e 


and which would leave no doubt of the fact. He 
then cited 43. Ed. 3. 22. Thel. Dig. L. 4. C. 


1. 3.—24. Ed. 3. $5. and having eſtabliſhed that 
poſi tion, proceeded to argue, that even fu 

Lord Weltmoreland to be what he claimed to bo, 
Lord Lieutenanc, his privilege is only an emana- 
tion from and cannot be greater than the King's 


prerogative, But even the King can be ſued by 


p*tition, and would ſtill continue ſuable by the 


common law mode, if another, more adapted 


to the ſubtlety of the times, had not been, found 


out; therefore the Lord Lieutenant muſt (till con- 


tinue ſuable by the common law mode, ſince he 
cannot he. ſued in any other way. The Court 


have no right to quaſh its proceſs for any thing 


but irregulaxity, and none is alledged here. But 
the only foundation of the 13 is, that 
nſt the Lord Lieute- 
nant, That my be true, and yet he may be 
lued, There are mans men, in many cales- 
I 5 — * 


\ 
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againſt whom actions will not lie, and yet they 
may be ſued and muſt appear. If the —— 
has ſuch a privilege, he comes too ſoon.—be 
muſt plead it, In Moſtyn verſus Fabrigas Cowp. 
172. Lord Mansfield ſays, if it ere true that 


the law makes him that ſacred char 


- 


er, he muſt ' 


plead it, and ſet forth his commiſſion as ſpecial 


matter of Juſtification ; becauſe. prima facie the 
court has Juriſdiftion, Mr. Emmet then cited 
. ſeveral authorities to ſhew that this was the Rule 
of all privileges, and obſerved that. this attempt 
to avoid pleading and ſetting forth the Lord 
Lieutenant's Commiſſion — 2 from feur; for 
his counſel knew that if it was ſpread on the Re- 
cord, it might be demurred to, and could be 


proved to be a nullity. This endeavour to de- 


termine the queſtion in a ſummary way has alſo 
another object, to prevent the plaintiff from 
being able to appeal, or from taking advantage 
of a writ of error; but the very reaſon 6ught to 
induce the court to refuſe the application. A 
queſtion of novelty, and importance ought to be 
put in the moſt ſolemn and concluſive mode of 
determination, and the Court ought to decline 
deciding in a manner ſummary and final on a 
matter in which the ſubject ought. to have the 
power of appeal. He next queſtioned the dictum 
that no action will lie againſt a Governor locally 
during his Government. It is my Lord Mans- 
field's, ſaid he, unſupported, as far as I know, 
by any other authority in the books, and fortu- 
nately my Lord Mansfield has given the reaſon of 
his opinion; „ becauſe upon proceſs he would 
be ſubject to impriſonment. The guarded man- 
ner of expreſſing the dictum ſhews its weakneſs. 
He ſays vocally no action lies; but he does not 
and could not ſay that no action would lie againſt 


kim out of the place where he is governor, and 


} 
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yet his; impriſonment in England would as much 
impede and embarraſs his Government, as if it 
were at Barbadoes, * But it is not neceſſary that 
he ſhould be ſubjet to impriſonment in order 
that an action ſhould lie. They are every day 
brought againſt peers and perſons whoſe 2 
are privileged from arreſt. If the right of the 
ſubject to have remedy for injury muſt be re- 

ſtricted by circumſtances of policy, it ought onlx 
to be reſtricted as far as that policy renders it in- 
diſpenſible. The principles of the common law 
anf the right of the ſubject ought not to be ſas 
crificed even to the attainment- of that great ob- 
jet, the ſecurity of a Viceroy's perſon, 'if it 
can be attained in any other way. The conſe- 
quence therefore, is, that the court muſt ſo mould 
its proceſs as to attain the redreſs of the ſubject 
without violating that privilege. This can be 
done by making the next proceſs, after this ſub- 

na, diftreſs and not attachment, and be by 
Ea the plaintiff proceed at his peril to 2 par- 
liamentary appearance, Mr. Emmet” then cited 
by way of analogy to his laſt poſition a caſe from 
Raymond 152, in which it was determined that 
an officer of the King's houſehold, whoſe perſon 
was conſequently free from arreſts, might be 
ſued, ſo as that the King might not. be deprived 
of his ſervice, and ſo might be outlawed.” He 
then obſerved that the inconveniencies. of the 
oppoſite doctrine would be moſt monſtrous and 
ſhew it cannot be law. Mr. Butler had very 
forceably aſked, would it be a good replication 
to the plea of the ſtatute of limitations, that the 
Defendant was Chief Governor? He would alſo. 
aſk, would it be good evidence on a queſtion of 
twenty years poſſeſſion in ejectment, that the De- 
tendant was Lord Lieutenant, and that therefore 
no action could be brought againſt him? Wee 


the court prepared to that & Vicerey mi 
contract any debts, 2 break any co 
might do _avy wrong, might commit any crimes 
of impunity? Were they prepared to Ar that 
the King by continuing any man te be a Gover- 
mor during life, might give hitn, not only a 
pardon for all crimes, but an W from all 
.Cixil en ents. The King bimſelf has no 
"Such * r * Were the. court prepared to 
ſay, that no action will lie againſt him as execu- 
tor or truſtee? If they are, they muſt alſo fay, | 
that he cannot; he an executor or truſtee. The 

Jaw ſays almoſt as much of the King, it ſays lie 
thall not de a truſtee, and that if he be appaint- 
el executor, be ſhall delegate others againſt-whom 
actions ſbalk. be brought: thus preſerving..the 
ſubjects right to y. The Lord Lieutenant 
certainly can be a truſtee, and be ſued as ſuch⸗; 
for he is one in many inſtances, and actions are 
brought againſt. him as ſuch every day. Here 
Mr. Baron Power intimated that the Court knew 
the cauſe of action, for the Attorney General 
had told it to them; upon which Mr. Emmet 
rephetd,. that neither the court nor the Attorney 
General could, poſhbly know, nor kad a right 
to know..the. cauſe of action, that no one but 
Mr. Tandy, his counſel, and his attorney could 
know.the cauſe of action, and that the court if 
they decide. againſt the plaintiff, muſt ſay, that 
no aftion whatſoever will lie againſt the Lord 
Lieutenant. But, continued Mr. Emmet, if the 
Governor be entitled to ſuch à privilege as is 
contended for, he muſt be a gat Governor and 
kgally appointed, in as much as the privilege is 
a lege one. The Court may know that he is de 
facto Governor, and that may be ſufficient to 
warrant and: induce. them to pay bim every obei- 
ſance and attention, or perhaps to. ſanction any 


| N 
miniſterial a& which he muſt do, but be enn 


never have a legal right to a privilege in 4 


Court of Law, unleſs he r his 
office ; but he has not a legal right to his office, 
for he is appointed under the Great Seal of Eng- 
land. It was but lately that ſome af the ab 
lawyers, on the Bench, and at the Bar, were of 
opinion that the Great Seal of England could 
not appoint a Regent for this Kingdom. Is the 
court prepared to controvert tis doctrine, by af- 
ſerting the equivalent of its oppoſite to be true? 
It is prepared to ſay, that the Great Seal of Eng- 
land can appoint a Regent, for it can appoint a 
a Viceroy, whoſe name and whoſe functions dif- 
fer but little from thoſe of a Regent. The At- 
torney General deprecated on a former day the 
the ſuppoſition that this country has been for fix 


hundred years without a legal Viceroy. To 


that, ſaid Mr. Emmit, I anſwer with the ſincere 
wiſh, that this tountry mayzzot continue to be, 
as it has been for the laſt 6x hundred years; its 
independence was aſcertained in 1782, and if 


there-was any abuſe crept in before, it ought 3 | 


have ceaſed then. For the laſt ten; years, 

boldly fay, there has been no legal Viceroy in 
Ireland ; and the counſel for Lord Weſtmoreland 
will not only not venture to contradi& me, but 


they will not even dare to let his patent get 


into a train. of legal inveſtigation, Mr, Emmet 
concluded, that this was an application which 


Lord Weſtmoreland had no right to make, and 


which the court had no right to grant. 

Myr. M. Nally, on the part of the plaintiff, 
wiſhed that the counſel on the part of Lord Weſt 
moreland ſhould then be heard, and that he would 
reply. But the Court having declared that they 
did not require to hear counſel on behalf of Lord 


Weſtmoreland,— Mr. M' Nally declined to ſpeak, | 
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alledging that he could add nothing new to what 
had already been advanced by Mr. Butler and 
Mr. Emmet though he was 'ready to reply to. the 
counſel on the other fide. ,  . © 4 

Mr. George Joſeph Brown fo Mr. Me 
Nally in ſaying that every thing that could have 
been ſaid, having been already laid before the 
Court by Mr. Butler and Mr. Emmet, he would 
not trouble them with any obſervation of his- 
his induttry had ſupplied him with only one Caſe, 
the Caſe ot St. Andrew's Church and he had com- 
municated it to Mr. Butler, who has. already ſub- 
mitted it. to the Court. 
Lord Chief Bara. I wiſh that the counſel on 
behalf of Lord Weſtmoreland would apply them- 
ſelves to one point, viz. # in what capacity is Lord 
Weſtmoreland fued** I am clearly of opinion that 
he is not liable to be ſued for any act of ſtate, but 
how does it appear that he is here. ſued for ſuch act 
—he has two capacities, a natural and a politic 
capacity—the action may be againſt him in his 
natural capacity, and then the queſtion would admit 
of more difficulty, tho' even then, I incline ſtrong- 
ly to think that he is not liable to be ſued, however, 
could it be made appear that he is ſued in his poli- 
tic capacity, the cauſe would be eaſed of every 
doubt.—L have two capacitics—I am Barry Vel- 
verton and Lam chief 3 3 as Barry Yelverton, 
I am ſatisfied that he is ſued for an act of ſtate, 
but my ſatisfaction as Chief Baron is not equally 
certain. 5 | | TL 

Mr. Prime Serjeant and Mr SolicitersGeneral 
thereupon ſtrongly inſiſted, that, from the-argu- 
ment of the plaintiffs Council, it clearly appeared 
that the action was brought againſt the Eart of 
Weſtmoreland in his public capacity and that-ſuch, 
was the evident tendency of the moſt part of what 
they advanced. Tl further iuſiſted, that the 
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eauſe of action would appear from the letter of At- 
torney from the plaintiff to Mr. Dowling. - They. 
alſo contended, that the Counſel for the Plaintidf 
not having denied the allegation of the Attorney 
General, that the action was brought againſt Lord 
Weſtmoreland for an act of ſtate, joined to the 
retuſal of Mr. Dowling the Plaintiff's Attorney 
to diſcloſe the cauſe of action, was ſufficient to 
ground a judicial knowledge or prefumption that 
the action was brought againſt Lord Weſtmore- 
land for an act of ſtate. "_ py 

Mr. Attorney General. If the plaintiff's 
Counſel will declare that the action is braught 
againſt Lord Weſtmoreland in his natural capacity 
and not for an act of ſtate, I will immediately 
enter appearance for his Lordſhip. - a 

Lord Clio Baron. Mr. Butler, I addreſs you 
as a man of candour, and deſire that you will in- 
form me of the cauſe ot action. ren 

Mr. Butler. I cannot comply with your Lord- 
ſhip's deſire, but mult be excuſed from diſcloſing 
the cauſe of action. 0 x 

Lord Chief Baron. Then I am now ſatisfied 
that the action is brought for an act of ſtate. 

My. Emmet. I truſt that your Lordſhip wil 
not ground an admiſſion of a fact on the refuſal 
of Counſel to diſcloſe it, when' the Counſel is 
privileged in ſuch his refuſal. I truſt alſo that 
nothing will be preſumed from the hypothetical 
arguments. of Counſel] I cannot inform the court 


of the cauſe of action not having been inſtructed 4 


in reſpect to it. | | 
Lord Chief Baron. I will deliver my opinion * 
on Wedneſday next. . 5 i 


Mr. Baroa Power ſaid that he was prepared to i 
give his Opinion then, and that he would be ſorry | 
that the audience ſhould go away without hearing 
an anſwer to the ver, Catraurdinary arguments 


* 
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chey juſt heard 3 he faid that thoſe 


un d, and not warranted” by or conkti. 
tution, He then entered into a long and <!abor. 
ate argument in favor of the conſtitution princi- 
pally extracted from the firſt volume of Blackſtone's 


. Commentaries—He faid that he would not give 


any opinion whether a Lord Lieutenant-is ſuable 
in his natural capacity or not, it was unneceſſary, 
as the queſtion does not ariſe; if ſuch queſtion 
ever ſhould ariſe, he would feel little difficulty in 
forming an opinion.— He ſaid that he had judicial 
knowledge that the preſent action was brought 


- againft the Lord Lieutenant for an act of ſtate, for 
every matter is taken for granted when-it is af- 


ſerted on one fide and not denied on the other, 


that the Attorney General had afferted that the 


action was brought for an act of ſtate, and the 
other fide not having denied the aſſertion, it ſhall 
be conſidered as true, the action is therefore 
brought againſt the Lord Lieutenant for an act of 
State, and he declared himſelf to be clearly of 
opinion that for an act of State, no action could 
be brought againſt the Lord Lieutenant. 
Mr. Emmet. Begged leave to aſſure the Court, 
that he was not ignorant of the principles laid 


down by the learned Judge; for he had read the 


firſt Volume of Blackftone's Commentaries. 


But he had not noticed them, becauſe he did not 


conceive them to apply to the preſent caſe. 
+ , Court. Let the motion ſtand over until. Wed- 
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of a Warrant of Attorney, . 

N — its 
ttorney, commence 1 

Bel. April a6, 379% _ | 


| w HEREAS, James Npper Tandy, of Brie 


yy of . was arrefled on 
» he = 
2535 
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in the 


erreſjed on i 


the ſaid me which arreſts uyere alledget | 
222 ˙ NE” | 
Speaker of ned by the Right Han. Jon Foſter, 


5 And 2 2 r 


groſs wialation 3 of the ſaid "74 


Alſo re AL of Com- 
3 a — fer apprebending ſaid 
Janes Napper Tandy, and which-Proclamation re- 
quired and domes, all perſons, whatſoever, ta 
apprehend the ſaid James Napper Tandy, and carry 
him before ſome of the Fuſhices of 'the Peace, or Chief 
Magiſtrates of the county, town, or place where he ' 


_ " fbould be apprehended, who are 3 reſpe Five- 


required to ſecure 17 aid James Napper Tandy, 
22 * aud thereof to giue ſpeedy notice 
to the Right Hon. the 2 of the Houſe of Com | 
mont, the Serjeant at Arms attending the 
hauſe, and to the Clerk of the Council, to the 


he may 6 to be dealt Ul and re” 


Tis bring LETTER of ATTOBNBY was read. * 
from James 


: 
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ceeded againſt according to law. And that - for 


th t he he 
ir To eee 


<lamation did require and command all officers 22 the” 


cuſtoms, and other officers and fubje&s of and in the 
reſpective ports, and maritime tons, and. places 
within the kingdom of Ireland, that they and 2 


of them in their reſpecti es and ſtations 
2. the ſaid kingdom, /b —＋ care fi 72 and 


in the examination 7 all perſons that ſhould 


or endeavour to paſs beyond the ſeas, and that 1 


. hey ſhould diſcover the ſaid James Napper Tandy, . 
. Chen. to cauſe. him to 3 ehended and fox 
and to give notice thereof as aforeſaid. And the 


_ ſaid Proclamation did alſo. id onal and com- 
mand all perſons as' they 2 25 5 


— _ the” con- 
trary at their get — th 

a but ſhould diſcover” 22 ald James wed 
Tandy, to the end he might be 8 And for 
the encourage ment of all perſons to be diligent and 
careful in endeavouring to diſcover. and apprehend 
the ſaid James Napper Tandy, ſail Proc _— 
did further Glen a that whoſoever ſhould 


and apprehend him, the Fame Napper randy, 


and a bring him before ſome Juſtice of 

Peace, or Chief Magiffrate, 2 et 50 
have and receive as a reward for the diſcovering, 
apprehending, and bringing him the ſai James 
Napper Tandy, before fuch Fuſtice of the Peate,' 
or Chief Magiſtrate, as aforeſaid, the ſum of fifty 
pounds. And whereas the ſaid James Napper 
Tandy was arreſted by a” man of the name of John. 
. Knight, and ke 7. in cu cuſtody ly for half an hour, und 
it Wa. bel by ſaid Knight that ſuch arreſt aua: 
made by him in obedience to and by virtue or under 
colour of ſaid Proclamation. Now, know 


2 men by 'theſe 77 —2 wen oc I, the 2 e. 


Napper Tandy, 


/ at tc za ic 65 > =. i a Ron Sees 
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dreck, authorize and impouwer- 
of Great Long ford flreet, in the city of Dublin, 
gent. one of the Attorney's of his: Majeſty's Courts 
of Exchequer, King's Bench, and Common Pleas, 
in Ireland, to commence, inſtitute, carry on and 
Ae one or more action or ations at my ſuit 
end in 
Council 'as figned the ſaid Proclamation, alſo agai 
the Tae . of the New —— 
the Dublin Gazette, and againſt the ſaid Fobn 
Night, or to proſecute the ſaid Knight, and 
again the Right Hon. Jobn Foſter, Speaker of 1 
Houſe 'of Commons, the Serjeant at Arms, and 
Meſengers attending the ſaid Houſe, the Sheriffs of 
the county 'of the city of Dublin, the Gaoler of the 
New Priſon, and all and every perſon and 
auko acted in any manner under the ſaid 

or Proclamation. And for theſe purpoſes to tal 
all fuch fleps and proceedings in any of the law or 
other courts as he may be adviſed, or deem neceſſa- 


ry or expedient. Hereby, ratiſying, — and \ 
ſaid Attorney 


confirming all, and whatſoever my 
Hall do, or cauſe on direct to be done in the pre- 
miſes. | Ie witneſs whereof, I have hereunto ſet 
7 Hand and Seal, this 26 day of April in the 
ear of . 6 * 1 
Signed, Sealed eli r- N 
e [ J. V. TANDY, Seat. 
THOMAS DOWLING _. © 
JAS. NEWENHAM CURTIS. e 
Lord Chief Baron. I am now ready to own 
that I am glad I poſtponed. giving ay 
to this time, becauſe a document has been read 
which throws new light upon the ſubject, and 
which ſhews the action to be commenced againſt 
Lord Weſtmoreland for an act done in his politic 
capacity. The queſtion therefore is not a gene- 


arrant 


Mathew Dowling, 


name againſt ſuch members of the Privy 
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ral one, et whether a Lord Lieutenant in his go. 
vernment may be ſued for an act of power, 
but, “ whether he may be ſued 'for an act of 
State, I did very early declare, that no may 
could maintain an action againſt a Lord Lien- 
tenant for an a& of State daring his 'govern- 
ment. The acts of State done by a Lord Lieu. 
tenant, like thoſe of the King, are all counter. 

ſigned by reſponſible miniſters, and if he be adviſed 
to do any thing unconſtitutional, by them, t 
are reſponſible for it—but I do not found this 
opinion upon any diſtinction betweeen the natural 
und politic capacity in the perſon of the 'Lord 
„Lieutenant. e Is not 8 r 
Kind that does not apply e to the King: 
he performs in his 3 E all the fund 
ons. of nature: he eats, drinks, and fleeps :;— 
and any other act done by him, whether public 
or private, is done by him as a corporation ſole, 
and therefore it is, e. cannot depart from any 
matter of ſtate but by matter of record, and this 
does not extend leſs in the caſe of a Lord Lieu- 
tenant, I found my opinion upon the broadeſt 
grounds : not upon the law of any pirticular 
ſtate, but upon the law 'of nature and nations, 
It is a queſtion in which not Ireland or Great 
Britain only are concerned, but every orderly go- 
vernment.—I found it upon this, that ſo long 
as he is Governor, ſo long as he is the executive 
pour: he cannot be called upon. Antiently 
enjoyed many more privileges than he does 
now almoſt every prerogative which the Crown 


Enjoys at this day, he once had; it appears from 


hiſtory he declared peace and war ve the 
Royal aſſent, rege inconſulto.—Now, it is not 
given, but in the name of the King.—There is 
an entry in the Journals, Le Seigneur Depute le 
Sew. But now by a wholeſorde E theſe powers 
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ne reftrained; But ſtill be canndt be ſued. In 
every country there is ſome authority lo 

pmewhere: this power is divided into the legifla- 
tive, the executive and the Judicial, and it is 
from the difftrent combinations of thoſe three 
different powers that ariſes all the difference of 
the Governments exiſting in the world.--But 
where there is an executive power particularly, 
it is neceſſary to the end of Government it 
hould be ſacred. and inviolable ; for the moment 


7 MN the liberty of the perſon of the executive power 
ral 
1 


is. reſtrained, the moment the free agency is 
taken away, that inſtant the Government falls, 
there is an end of all Government, the moment 
the executive power is violated. I have faid, 
this is not a queſtion merely of the municipal 
law of Ireland or England, but of the Law of 
Nations, and to ſhew that it is, look into Pf. 
e. /ndorf de Officio hominis & civis treating not of 
7 the law of this ſtate or that, but of the Jaw of 
1 Nations, He ſays, If the ſubject be aggriev- 
ed by a ſovereign he cannot maintain an action, 
„ oblige him to redreſs, he may perſuade him If 
he can — But look at higher authority, that of 
the celebrated Lock in is E on Government: 
* he lays down the ſame poſition, and he founds it, 
not upon any diſtinction between the natural and 
| politic capacity, but upon this broad bottom, 
TW that it is better a private miſchief ſhould - enſue 
+ MW fo an Individual, than the e and ſecurity of 
Government ſhould be violated by any Attack 
upon the Magittrate 3 the power of ſtate. 
Ile puts the caſe of a heady Prince coming to 
the Throne! and doing private acts of (miſchief, 
but altho* theſe miſchief, may exiſt, they happen 
ſo rarely, and travel thro' ſo ſmall an extent, it 
is better to put up with them“ This, it is oh- 
ſexved, is carried bo far in the cale of a King, 
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that even for a matter of private concern; 
cannot be ſued otherwiſe than by petition, bring 
ing it to the caſe in Puffendorf, he may perſuade 
if he can, but he cannot compel him; and there 
fore it is upon that ground, that the'King i 
ſuable by petition or * Fo droit, and this 
28 


whether the matter be o lic or private na- 
ture, and if I were called upon for an opinion whe. 
ther the Lord Lieutenant can be ſued for an act 

a private nature; I would ſay he cannot perhaps he 
may be ſued in auter droit; but with reſpect to him. 
ſelf he cannot. If proceſs could iſſue againſt him 
his perſon might be impriſoned, he might be ſeized 
under colour of a ſuit, even when going to Exer. 
ciſe one of the Royal functions committed to his 
charge; when going to meet the Parliament 

the Country. If this doctrine could be main. 
tained, he might have been arreſted when going to 
give the Royal aſſent to that act which eſtabliſhed 
our right of being an ancient independant King- 
dom. But it is ſaid great miſchiefs will follow ; f. 
mitations will run; a Lord Lieutenant may be 
continued for life; he may do wrong and the 
ſubject be without redreſs.— To that I anſwer, 
it is indecent -to put any ſuch caſe, and it might 
as well be put in the caſe of a King; he may do 
wrong, commit murder, aſſaſſination, injury of 
every kind, and the ſubject is equally without re- 
dreſs. But the law will not admit any ſuch 
notion and it is highly indecent for us to ſuppoſe 
it. But I am happily relieved from the neceſſity 
of giving-any opinion upon the point whether 
he may be ſued for any act done by him ina 
private capacity, when it appears now, by un- 
queſtionable evidence under the hand and ſeal of 
the plaintiff, he avows he ſues him for an act 
done by him as Lord Lieutenant, —I am ſatis- 
fied he cannot be ſued in that capacity, and 


about the 
fox it, but the reaſon which weighed with me for 
refuſing it, was that if I ſigned it, I would give 


ſhould ſtand upon its own ſtrength or weakneſs. 
A aſſage was cited from Strafford's letters.—I 


looked into the book and I find it was truly 
cited; but it cannot be received as law now.— 


would become of the executive power, the 


Hamilton, in giving his opinion the ſame day, 


{ 165 ) 
therefore the motion muſt; he granted, namely, 
the proceſs ought to be quaſhed as having ſued im- 
providently,—With regard to what has been ſaid ' 

_ miſſive, it is true, I wasa plied to 


my ſanction to the proceſs ; whereas I wiſhed it 


One of the deputies had been ferved with an in- 
junction commanding him to give poſſeſſion of 
Patrick's church which had been uſed as a ſtable. 
—Puit, the caſe that the Chancellor forming a 
part of the executive Government had refuſed 
to obey—his perſon might be taken and what 


Government, would be ſuſpended; it is better, 
I ſay, that a private injury ſhould be ſuſtained by 
an individual, than that there ſhould be no Govern- 
ment in the country; and how ready people are 
to contend that there is no Government in the 
country is evident, as it was argued by the gen- 
tlemen, who, to do them juſtice, ſpoke ably, 
that we were at this inſtant actually without any 
legal Government; for they did affert and argue 
we had no legal Lord Lieutenant in the country. 
IIt is unneceſſary to argue that we have de ſtricto 
jure —while in the executive power of Govern- 
ment he is Governor pro ac vice. | 
N. B. In the caſe of Lord Donegal againſt 


the Lord Chief Baron ſaid, I am unwilling to give 
my opinion whether the King has a right to grant 
any thing in this kingdom under any ſeal but the 
great ſeal of this his kingdom of Ireland: but I 
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confeſs I amm nelined to think at prefert that he 
culjuve.”” * ©” f he PANS 
Mr. Barum Mithilton, I do not with to reſort to 
any doctrine of our court, or law of this, country | 
to ſupport my opinion; I found myſelf upon prin- 
ciples that muſt belong to eve vernment in 
the world The queſtion is, ſhall we ſuffer a pra- 
ceſs to iſſue, where the Executive power of this 
Government may be put into reſtraint, I may 
ſay into priſon. —I beg to know, can ſuch a pro- 
// ceeding as that be found in the hiſtory of man- 

kind :—In any Government, however free, the 

moſt democratical that ever exiſted, even in 
France, notwithſtanding all their confuſion, they 
hold the Executive xr inviolable. Can any 
Government exiſt, if there be not an Executive 
authority to carry the laws into execution.— 
What will avail all your laws if it be in the 
power of an individual to ifſue out, proceſs and 
confine the executive authority. It is. very well 
known. that the acts of a Governor relate to every 
one; what a monſtrous doctrine it would be, 
that every one of the individuals who feel them- 
ſelves aggrieved or affected by the proceedings of 
a Governor, ſhould have a power each to bring 
an action; the Law of the country would become 
uſeleſs ; no government could ſubſiſt if that pro- 
cedure prevailed.— The counſel for the plaintiff 
could not avow that the Governor could * ſued 
in his public capacity, becauſe they refuſed to 
declare in what right he was ſued. * \ 

My. Butler humbly conceived that the Lord 
Chief Baron was miſtaken in a matter of fact, 
in conceiving that the warrant of attorney, 
which had been read, had any relation'to this 
cauſe ; it gives no authority to Mr. Dowling to 
ſve the Earl of Weſtmoreland either in his po- 
litic ox natural capacity, and is not therefore any 


| * 169 „ 8 | ti 
evidence, under hand and ſeal of the plaintiff} 
of this action being brought n Lord Weſt- 


moreland as Lord Lieutenant, an act of ſtats 
or otherwiſe. e 9: 8h * 


Lord Chief Baron. If you had done me the 
honour to attend to me, you would perceive my 


reaſon for noticing the letter of attorney, which 


though it does not authorize an action againſt Lord. 
Weſtmoreland, yet in a great meaſure. explains, 


and gives a complexion to the whole tranſaQions. 


upon the whole I am ſatisfied that this action is: 
inſtituted againſt the Lord Lieutenant in his poli- 
tear... R 
Court, Let the ſubpcena be quaſhed. 


Tin OO 


againſt, * 
this caſe was filed on the. 


The Right Hon. Arthur 

Wolf. 5 1 
1792. It is for, cauſing to be printed and publiſh- 
ed an unlawful and libellous publication and con- 
ſiſts of four counts. firſt, an unlawful publication 
in the words and figures—ſecond an unlawful-pub, 
lication to the tenor.—third, a libellous publication 
in the words and figures, and fourth a libelloug 
publication to the tenor.— The publication com- 
plained of by the declaratior. was a proclamation. 
purporting to be iſſued by the Lord Lieutenant 


James N. Fandy, Eſq. 


and council of Ireland commanding the arreſt 'of - 


the plaintiff 'and offering a reward for the ſame, 
in the declaration the proclamation is ſet forth in 
manner following By the Lord Lieutenant“ 
(meaning the Right Hon. John Fane Earl of 
Weſtmoreland of the kingdom of Great Britain, 
commonly called but not of right the Lieutenant 
General and General - Os % and council”* 


" 
_w = _ K — — — — — 
— = - — 
— — = — — — = — 
» 4 & — - 


15th day of November, 


3 — - 
— - — 


— 
— ͥ — 


25255 — 


— 


— —— — 


— — — 
12 — 
— _— 


— - _— 
* k 


61% 
+ (meaning the aſſembly of perſons commonly call 
Ee but not of right the Right Hon, the privy coun- 
ſel) of Ireland“ A proclamation eſtmore- 
land“ meaning the aforeſaid Right Honourable 
John Fane Earl of Weſtmoreland of the kingdom 
of Great Britain) © Whereas“ No. &c. i 5 
The grotnd for uſing theſe expreſſions was, that 
the Earl of Weſtmoreland received his appoint- 
ment as Lotd Lieutenant of Ireland under the 
Great Seal of Great Britain, and that conſequent- 
Iy he was not legally Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
or ſuch a perſon as could receive the oath of a 
Privy counſellor- * 12 
On Wedneſday the 28th of November 279 
Mr. Franklyn, on behalf of the defendant, moved 
that the declaration filed in this cauſe might be 
taken off the file, or that ſuci parts thereof as 
alledged “ that the preſent chief Governor of 
* this kingdom is not fo of right, and that the 
% preſent privy cowife] of this kingdom is not of 
„ right, the privy counſel thereof might be ex- 
ged ; and in caſe the court ſhould reſuſe to take 
the declaration off the file, that the deſendant 
might have time to plead until the next Term. 
Baron Ptaber. This is a motion of courſe 


refer it to a Baron. | 
' Lord Chief Baron, No.—T will not refer it—1 
will expunge the ſcandalous parts injlanter. Let 
the declaration be read. | 

The Declaration was hereupon read, 
Mr. Baron Power. I concur with the Chief 
Baron—I will expunge the ſcandal inſtantly— 
' ttoſe paſſages are prolix, impertinent and ſcanda- 
lovs—T do not ſtop here; thoſe who ſigned the 
declaration ſhould be puniſhed. 
| Lord Chia Baron. Who ſigned the declara- 


tion? 


, A 


3 

Mr. Kemmir, the agent for the defendant, real 
the names Siman Butler and Thomas Addis 
Emmet: as thoſe figned to the declaration. 
— Chief Baron. Who is attorney for the 

lintiff?. TAE N. 2 
| „„ the attorney was Matthew 
Dowling. | | 

Mr. Batler, It was not my intention to trouble 
the court this day, —After what I heard from the 
court on Monday—after what I have heard this 
day from the bench after what has paſſed this d 
in the court of common pleas, where thou 
could not offer my ſentiments on behalf © my 
client, on account of the motion having been ma 
on the part of his Majeſty, yet where I had the 
the ſatisfaction of hearing every thing ſaid and 
urged on behalf of the plaintiff that could be ſaid 
or u I ſay, my lord, that after the very de- 
cided opinion, of the. court, I ſhould . have 
entered my proteſt to the order ſought for by the 
defendant but as a threat has been tlirown out 
from the bench againſt thoſe, who have ſigned the 
declaration, it becomes my duty to enter at Ia 
into the motion, and ſhew to the ſatis faction of 
every honeſt and unprejudiced mind, that the 
parts ſought to be-expunged from the declaration 
aro not prolix ſcandalous or impertinent, but rele- 
vant and neceſſary to the plaintiff's caſe. | 
Tord Chief Baron. What threat has been 
_ thrown out! I know of none. 
Barum Potuer. You intirely miſunderſtand the 
court did not allude to the gentlemen of the 
bar who ſigned the declaration alluded to the 
Attorney whoſe name appeared to the declarati- 


an. | 
My. Butler. I am happy to hear that the court 
did not allude to or mean to cenſure the gentlemen - 
of the bar whoſigned the declaration—but as the 
K 2 
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court is pleaſed to ſay. that they alluded to the ac. 
* torney, Mr. Dowling, who ſigned the declaration 
as attorney for the plaintiff. I requeſt to be heard 
a few words. Mr. Dowling is merely agent —he 
acts by the direction and is under the controul of 
.counſel—the warrant of attorney which the court 
Has before them, directs that he ſhould act under 
the direction and be ſubje& to the controul of 
counſel] win omar pp your lordſhips what 
the duty of Mr. Dowling is, I will now inform 
.you, that -he has performed it—and in. no reſpe& 
exceeded it—every act done by him in this cauſ 
has been by the direction and from the adyice = 
under the controul of counſel, —He has not in any 
reſpect acted from himſelf or independant of the 
advice and even direction of counſel-——He is not 
reſponſible, he has only performed his duty—If 
+ there has been any impropriety, the counſel are to 
be blamed—If any cenſure is to fall, let it fall 
upon the counſel ; and if any puniſhment is to be 
.Inflited, let it be received by the counſel—I make 
this declaration publicly as'one of the cqunſel, and 
if Thad not, I would be aſhamed ever to raiſe my 
voice again in this or any other court, 

Mr. Butler was followed by Mr, Emmet, who, 
as one of the counſel declared W 
and that Mr. Dowling, throughout the buſineſs, 
acted merely as attorney and under the expreſs di- 
rection of counſel. 8 
Lord Chief Baron. I am not decided in my mind 
as to the courſe which ought to be taken by the 
Court on this occafion—we will conſider of it, and 
do what ſhall appear to be proper, | 

Mr. Butler, It is then my duty to enter at 
large into the cauſe and ſhew to the court, that the 
words in queſtion are not. prolix, ſcandalous, or 
impertinent, but that on the contrary they are re- 
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Lor Chief” Baron. Vou are certainly at liberty 
to ſatisfy the court, if you can, as to the relevanc 
of the words; but in fo doing, I muſt inform ye 
that the court will not ſuffer you to queſtion thy 
legality of the Lord Lieutenant's patent—thi 
point ſhall not again bear in this Court. 
Mr. Butler. They ſeek to yr 2” the wordi 
ac commonly called but not o right” —Befo 
I ew the relevancy, I will chew the truth of 
the words will ſhew that the Earl of Weſt= 
moreland is not of right the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, and that the yo wa are not of 
right the privy Council of Ireland. 

Lord Chief Baron. I will not ſuffer that mat- 
ter to be argued; I- have already told you ſo— 
—l t it—From the ferment of the Public 
mind, I do not know whether IT ſhall fit another 
year upon this Bench; but were this the laſt time 
of my ſitting here, I would reſiſt every attempt 
to ſhew that there is na legal executive power in 
the country. | | 

Baron Hamilton. This ma 1 the 
laſt year of my life, but were it the laſt moment 
of my life, I would not ſuffer any man to argue 
that there is no legal executive power in the 
country. PE 

My. Butler. I did hope that I ſhould have 
been permitted to argue the caſe of my client in 
ſuch manner as to me ſeemed moſt — 
I recolle& the conduct of the firft advocate of 
England, when directed by the majority of the 
Houſe of Commons to confine his argument on. 
behalf of his client to certain points; Mr. 
Erſkine declared, * that in the argument of his 
client's caſe, he would not be dictated to by any 
power, and that _— was permitted to argue 

| 3 
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the caſe of his clients in ſuch manner as be 
thought moſt for the benefit of his clients, ba 
would not make any argument.— I will follow 
— an example, and declare to this court 
to the Nation that, as I am not 3 
to argue the cauſe of my client in ſuch manner 
as I think moſt for his benefit, I will fit down. 
Lord Chief Baron. I am far from diftating to 
2 gentleman the manner of laying his client's 
e before the coyrt—it is not my nature — and 
it never was my practice but I muſt again de- 
clare, that IT will not ſuffer any perſon to argus 
that there is no legal Chief Governor in this 
_ _  *country, a 
Curt. Let the words be expunged and let the 


defendant have time to plead l the firſt e 1 
next term. 


= 


James N. Tandy, Eſq. Tat 
againſt HIS is an Aion 
| Timothy Dyton and þ for printing and * 


St. Geo. O' Kelly, Eſqrs. | liſhing and . 
-———-- be printed and publiſh- 
— in unlawful and libelous publication, and 
contains four counts ſimilar to theſe in the lait 
mentioned action. 
Mr. Frankland on behalf of the defendants 
moved the court for liberty to withdraw the plea 
filed by the defendants, and that the declaration 
might be taken off the file, or that thole parts 
thereof wherein it is ailedged that the preient 
Chief Governor of this kingdom is not ſo of 
Fight, and that the preſent privy council of this 
kingdom is nat of right the privy council thereot 
987 be expunged. 
J on * of Mr, Tandy were fitent, , 


( us ) 
' Court.—Let the defendants have liberty td 
withdraw the plea, and let the words be expung- 
ed, and let the defendants have time to plead tg 
the firſt day of next term, I 


Tames N. T Eſq. | 
No _—_ 4 "Pars is an action 
The Right Hon. John v for falſe impriſonment on 
ä Foſter. the 22d. of February and 
— — 5th of May 1792. |: 
Mr. Frankland, on behalf of the defendant, ' 
moved the court for time to plead until the next 
term. FP ye WSN 
My. Frankland, ſaid, that no would be 
thereby loſt, as the defendant would juſtify under 
an order of the Houſe of Commons. 5 | 
Counſel for the plaintiff were filent. 
Court. Let defendant have time to plead until 


firſt day of next term, 


R 
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James N. Tandy Eſq. T 8 | 

| Plaintiff _ HIS is an action 
The Right Hon. John ( for cauſing to be printed 
Lord Baron Fitzgibbon ( and publiſhed an unlaw- 
| Defendant : ful and libellous publi- 
— — - / cation, and contains four 
Counts ſimilar to thoſe contained in the declara- 
tion againſt Mr. Wolfe. NS”. 
; Mr. Attorney General, on behalf of his Ma- 
jeſiy, moved that the writ of ſummons might be 
ſuperſeded, and that the Declaration might he 
Alen off the file, or that ſuch parts thereof as 
alledge that the preſent Chief Governor of this 
Kingdom is not ſo of right, and that the preſent 
priyy Council. of this Kingdom is not of right 
the privy Council thereof, might be exgunged. 
Mr. Attorney General ſaid, it was not only 
Competent to him, as Attorney General, to in- 
form the Court of any matter, but, in particular 
Caſes, it was Competent to any man to give 
ſuch information to the Judges, as amicus Curie. 
He had a right to do fo, as amicus Curia, when 
any Indecency, Immorality or matter injurious 
to the ſtate, appeared upon the Record of the 
Court, in order that ſuch matter ſhould be ex- 
punged. The declaration or Bill which had been 
put upon the file of the Court by the plaintiff 
againſt the defendant, and the writ of ſummons 
which iſſued thereupon, he conſidered ſeditious 
in tendency, ſcandalous to the ſtate, and inſult- 
ing to the Court. Tis ſaid that the Lord Lieu- 
fenant of Ireland was not Lord Lieutenant of 
right, that the privy Council of Ireland is got 
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privy Council of right. This is not leſs than 
alledging that there was no Government in the 
Country. He truſted that the Court would im- 


mediately, peremptorily and nivocally decide 
upon the motion he had made, that the danger- 
ous and abſurd idea, of the Country being with- 
out a Government, might not for a moment 
abroad to deceive and to miſlead the people. 
the ſuggeſtion was true, the Court had no juriſ- 
diction, the. Judges had no authority to a& 
under. The Council who drew the Bill and ad- 
viſed the meaſure, were not, he preſumed, ap- 
rized how Lord Lieutenants were appointed. 
hey were, and had been for fix ay 4.4 years 
paſt, appointed by the King's will, made known 
under the great ſeal of England annexed to Let- 
ters patent; when he arrives in this country, the 
ſword of ſtate is delivered into his hands, in the 
2 of the Council, by thoſe who preceded 

im in office, and he takes the uſual Oaths— 
This is the only legal mode of appointing a Lord 
Liceutenant=—— 3 

Mr. Juſtice Hellen, coincide with the Attorney 
General that the Court ſhould immediately decide 
upon the queſtion, The ſuggeſtion that the Earl 
of Weſtmoreland was not Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland of right, and, the Privy Council Privy 
Council of right, he confdered a poſition fraught 
with the moſt dangerous Conſequences. 

The Chief Juſtice, inquired” if any Counſel at- 
tended on the part of the plaintiff. | 
Mr. Mc, Nally anſwered, that he and Mr. 
Emmet were of Counſel for the plaintiff Mr. 
Tandy ; that he was not unprepared as to the 

ueſtion hereafter to come before the Court, if 
2 defendant thought PR. to juſtify by plea 
or by Evidence, for he had conſidered the queſti- 
on, and prepared himſelf with ſedulous induſtry 
but he thought it would be imprudent in him at 


5 e 
Yhis early ſtage of the proceedin again 
Defendant ene the Fuer and 
grounds upon which Re propoſed hereafter” to 
contend, that the appointment of the Earl of 
Weſtmoreland to the Office of Lord Lieutenant 
was not legal, but, on the contrary, inconfiſtent 
with the Conſtitution of this Country. 
He obſerved that Attorney General had com 
forward as an amicus curiæ this was the firſt 
time he had ever ſeen an amicus curiæ come for- 
ward to make a motion with a Brief in his hand, 
and that Brief marked with a fee —an amicas 
curiæ was authorized to inform the Court af 
matter of Law if the Court was in Error, but 
until this day he had never heard an amicus curie 
attempt to argue -as council for a party upon 
motion —Here- - | 
Mr. Juſtice Hellen interrupted Mr. Mc. Nally 
who, his Lordſhip ſaid, muſt have miſunderſtood 
the Attorney General ; for the Attorney Gene- 
ral had not ſtated that he had appeared ay an 
amicus curiæ but that an amicus curiæ might with 
propriety give the ſame Information to the Court 
as he was going to give in his character of At. 
- torney General. | 1897 5 Lot 
Mr. Mc. Nally aſſured the Court that he had not 
the ſlighteſt intention to miſtate what had fallen 
from his Majeſty"sleading Counſel a Gentleman 
tor whoſe learning and abilities he had the high- 
eſt reſpe& ; but he was led into the miſtake by a 
very eee ſignature which appeared at 
the bottom of the Notice ſerved upon his Client. 
The whole Caſe before the Court was extraot- 
dinary and novel, but perhaps the ſignature to 
the Notice was the moſt extraordinary and novel 
that ever appeared in Court. The Notice was 
ſigned Thomas Kemmis, Attorney to his 


Majeſty,” now if Thomas Kemmis was Attor- 


. is 


3 
ney to his Majeſty, in what ſituation was the 
Right Hon. Arthur Wolfe? were there two At- 
torney Generals Attorney General Wolfe and 
Attorney General Kemmis? or did Mr. Attor- 
ney. General Wolfe {lide out of his place — tem- 
Ke. for the purpoſe of letting Mir. 

emmis {lip in ro tempore, and act as Attorney 
General in the aQiong pending again the Privy 
Counſellors who cauſed the advertiſement in 
queſtion to, be publiſhed? If that was the Caſe, 
he was warranted in ſuppoſing” that the Right 
Hon. Arthur Wolfe was Ming ſolely in the ſitu- 
ation of an amicus curiæ,·— | 

Mr. Mc Nally then argued, that the notice was 
bad—It was bad as being too general. It cal. 
led upon the Court to expunge certain worde, 
but it did not ſtate any Caule for expunging thoſe 
words—it did not ftate that thoſe words were ſu- 

rfluous, impertinent or ſcandalous ? whereas; 
it ſhould have ſpecially Rated at leaſt one of thoſe 
cauſes whether the words complained of deſerved 
the epithets applied to them, he truſted the Conrt 
would not now determine, but grant a, conditi- 
. onal order that the plaintiff's Counſel might ſhew 
Cauſe why they ſhould not be expunged. 
, Mr.' Solicitor General and Mr. Prime Serjeant 
ſaid a few words each to the queſtion, in which 
they followed. | 

M Attorney General, in ſtigmatizing the 
words excepted to, as being in their tendency 
ſeditious and ſcandalous. ey applied to the 
court that the Sheriff ſhould inftantly return the 
writ of ſummons; which being, together with 
the declaration or bill, brought into court, and 
the words complained of read by the officer, the 
Attorney General, having made a few further 
obſervations on the pernicious effects of the 
. words „ but not of right, called on the court 


0% -: 
inſtantly to ſuperſede the writ and expunge the 
words from the declaration, and not . 
a conditional order. e 9 

'The Court, thereupon, called on Mr. Tandy's 
counſel to ſhew cauſe inffanter why the writ of 
fummons ſhould not be ſuperſeded, 7and the words 
* but not of right” expunged from the declas 
ration or bill. if 5 py 
Mr. Emmet, hoped the court would only grant 
a conditional order, when he aſſured them, that 
he himſelf was then exceedingly indiſpoſed, and 
utterly unable to do his elient juſtice, and when 
he further informed them, that, in conſequence 
of the motion being made on behalf of his Mas 
jeſty, Mr. Tandy was deprived of the benefit of 
Mr. Butler's aſſiſtance, who as king's counſel, 
conceived himfelf precluded from opening his 
mouth, until he could obtain a licence. The 
court expreſſing their reſolution to determine the; 
queſtion without further delay, Mr. Emmet pro- 
ceeded. 1 

He acknowledged that he had ſigned the de- 
claration or bill on which the writ of ſummons. 
was grounded. This he thought it neceſſary ta, 
ſey in conſequence of the many charges of ſcan- 
dal and ſedition that had been thrown out againſt 
that declaration or bill. If the allegation which 
denied the authority of the Lord Lieutenant was 
ſeditious, who was anſwerable for that ſedition 
but thoſe who dragged it from out of the peace- 
ful obſcurity of a-record of the court and forced 
it into public attention? If any of the evil con- 
ſequences mentioned by the Attorney General 
were likely to enſue from ſuch a diſcuſſion they 
muſt be imputed— not to the plaintif's counſa 
who had inſerted the allegation in law pleadings, 
| Which few or none would ever ſee, and where it 

was material to their clients ation, But to the 
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officious officers of the crown, who had given 
ublicity to the aſſertion, they were unable to re- 

te; who had ſelected it for argument in 3 
crowded court; and by premature motions ren 
dered the diſcuſſion neceſſary. It would have 
been wiſer in them ſilently to correct the errog 
in the Viceroy's appointment; than to ſhew a 
pertinacious attachment to an abuſe, after the 
principle of Engliſh Supremacy, from which the 
- abuſe has grown, had been abandoned. Or if 
there be no ſuch error, hy do they. nat juſtify 
and bring the queſtion forward on a ſolemn argu-—- 
ment on the pleadings rather than endeavour ' 
ro ciuſh it by the ſummary mode of motion. 
Having purſued theſe obſervations to ſome length, 
he infifted on it as a rule of law, that the court 
would. never expunge any matter from a decla- 
ration or bill, however ſcandalous or ſeditious it g 
might be, if it was neceſſary to the plaintiff s 
cauſe of action, or if it went in aggravation of 
damages—apply that rule here—Suppoſe the pro- 
clamation complained of to be in its nature ahd 
tendency ſuch as a legal. Chief Governor and 
privy council would have been well warranted in 
iſſuing, yet ſurely it would in itſelf be ſufficient 
to give the plaintiff a right of Action, if it were 
iſſued by perſons having no authority ſo to do, 
and who had accraached to themſelves nothing 
leſs than a — which did not belong to 
them, and aſſumed the place of the executive 

If the Proclamation was in itſelf illegal 

and inſufficient to reſiſt an action, yet even there 
it would exceedingly increaſe the injury, and 
would go in aggravation of damages that ſuch 
an illegal Proclamation was iflued by ſuch perſona 
as he had already defcribed. "Of, 

There was another reaſon why the court ou 


net to expunge the 7 excepted to; they 
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would never make any alteration in any part of 
_ @ ſujtor's pleadings that might lay them open to 
a demurrer. He did not abſblutely ſay that 
was the caſe here; but it certainly was a matter 
of ſome doubt whether if thoſe words were ex- 
puyged the defendant might ngt demur to the 
declaration or bill; and he truſted the court would 
N with the motion until they were aſ- 
certained that that could not be the caſe. 
In arguing on this motion he had hitherto 
taken it. for granted, that Lord Weſtmoreland 
avas not of #ight the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 
It was no more than the truth. The counſel for 
the crown, in order to excite. the pride and pre- 
judices of the court, had ſaid that the plaintiff's 
_ counſel denied its juriſdiftion in certain caſes, in 
as much as certain of its proceſſes were ſigned by 
the Lord Lieutenant. He would be exceedingly 
ſorry that the juriſdiction of that court was ne- 
ceſſarily connected with the mode of the Viceroys 
appointment —his acts with regard to that court 
vere merely miniſterial z hut even if he (aid that the 
power of the court 'ceafed for the preſent, in 
conſequence of the illegal appointment of the 
Vicerey, he did not argue againſt its juriſdiction 
in the abſtract, and he only urged an additional 
motive for correcting the illegality., It ought not 
to offend the, court even if he did affert an occa- 
ſional ſuſpenſion of its juriſdiftion in certain 
caſes, All the courts of Weſtminſter. Hall af- 
+ ſerted the ſame thing of themſelves in every caſe 
at the revolution; for when it was declared that 
King James had abdicated, they all ſhut, and 
; continued ſo until the vacant Throne was filled 
by the appointment of William. | 
Nie Attorney General had almoſt confeſſed, that 
the objection againſt Lord Weſtmoreland's ap- 
5 * ment, was irreſiſtible from his mode of in- 
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fwering it. He had ſaid that the patent under 
the t ſeal of England was only a declaration 


of the King's will—that is,  tacitly Confeſſing 


that it was not competent to do more than barely 


declare the King's will—but if ſuch a declaration 


only was ſuffictent, that was done by the order 
to be ſworn in that every Lord Lieutenant bri 


| over under the ſign manual; or why was he 


not inted merely by delivering to him the 
of ftate?—the reaſon is, becauſe, to the 
intment of a Governor, not only a dkclara- 
tion of the King's will is neceſſary, but alfo a 
delegation of power by a ſufficient and legal in- 
ftrument giving him a right to exerciſe autho- 
Tvity: But no power belonging to the indepen- 
dent King of Ireland can be delegate by an in- 
ftrumeat that derives all its validity from the 
authority of the King of England. The Great 
Seal of England cannot conſtitute an officer to 
act under the authority of the King of Ireland. 
The Attorney General had argued a good deal 
on all Lord Lieutenants having been fo appointed 
for upwards of fix hundred years. The argu- 
ment is not fair ;—many abuſes crept into this 


country for the laſt ſix hundred years; becauſe its 
conſtitutional cornection with England was but 


little known or attended to. It that had not 
been the caſe, there would have. been no necef. 


fity for the revolution in 178z. Since that time 


it might be fairly aſſerted that there has not 


been a legally appointed Chief Governor in Ire- 


land. — But wherefore was this abufe ſuffered to 


remain after the other abuſes aboliſhed by that 
revolution, or wherefore was it fo obſtinately 


contended for at preſent, if it was not retained 


for fome evil purpoſe? Mr. Emmet contluded by 
hoping the Court would not do fo great an in- 
2 


to the plaintiff 7 to expunge from his de- 
2 


7 * 
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claration or bill that which was true and which 
was alſo material ts his action. | 58 
' The Chief Juſtice aſked Mr. Me. Nally whether 
he intended to offer any thing further againſt the 
motion. ö 
Mr. Mc. Nally ſaid he was certainly fully pre 
N to Se his country, that the . 
| of England was incompetent to appoint any 
og juriſdiction or office of ſtate in Ireland ; 
N Aae the revolution or 2 not 
conſidered as bound by any de power 
from the Crown of Great mA qe Whenever 
the authority of Ireland. came to be queſtioned, 
whether in the Common Pleas, the King's Bench, 
or before parliament, he had no doubt of being 
able to ſhew from conſtitutional principles, il- 
Juſtrated by ſacred authorities, that Letters Pa- 
tent under the Great Seal of Great Britain were 
inefficient and inoperative in Ireland He had 
determined not to ſpeak to this queſtion till it 
came in a more ſolemn manner before. the court 
by. the Praia g of the defendant, but as the 
point had been broken by the motion before the 
court, he would make one obſervation which he 
conſidered of ;weight—it was this. In 1782 it 
became a queſtion in what manner the royal aſ- 
ſent ſhould be given to bills, the King of Ire- 
land being reſident in Great Britain, and a bill 
was brought into the Iriſh Commons, he believed 
by Mr. Yelverton, now Lord Chief Baron, to 
adjuſt that very ſerious point. By this Bill it 
enacted, that all Bills, in order to receive the 
royal aſſent, ſhould be tranſmitted to England 
under the Great Seal of Ireland, and having re- 
ceived the royal aſſent there, be returned under 
the Great Seal of England into Ireland. Now, 
ſaid Mr. Me. Nally, if, in the opinion of the 
Legiſlature of Ireland, the Great Seal of Eng- 
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Jand had recognition in Ireland; why ent 2 
2 ve it ition in 
ſtance? is act he faid mi 1 as 
8 ſtrengthening the eral and great 
conſtitutional poſition then befors the Court, that 
the Great Seal of England was not recognized in 
this dant country. 
Mr. 4 Generalaſſured the court that it was 
not the intention of the Chancellor to delay the 
trial; but that his Lordſhip would take defence 
with all poſſible ex dition. 

Lord Carleton. is writ of ſummons havi 
been returned, and an attefted .copy of the Decla- 
ration or Bill having been produced, the proceed. 
ings are defore the court, and they have judicial 
knowledge'of the exceptionable parts 

The queſtion is narrowed b 2 has fallen 
from the plaintiff s counſel ; they deny that t 
Lord Lieutenant has legal i and the cou 
ought not to entertain a doubt for a moment of 
its duty to ſatisfy the public that there is a le 
government in the eountry. The manner in which 
the queſtion has been diſcuſſed forces the court fo 
this declaration, for if the arguments of counſel 

be juſt, there neither is, nor has been for [ages palt, 
| a legal government in Ireland. 
IZ. is true as has — ſtated by one of the plain. 
tiff's counſel, that, if ſcandalous matter inferted 
In the dochrntion or 'bill be relevant, and has'a 
_ . tendency to encreaſe damages, the court will not 
-expunge it merely becauſe it is ſcandalous matter 
Put that it is not the caſe hear.—lt is not relevant 
to, or material for the plaintiff's caſe, and there 
fore the inſertion of it was not neceſl; 

The court will take notice that Lord Welt: 

moreland i is legally Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 


L 3 


1 n « 
The court of Exchequer has decided ſd, aud 
| ee good requires that we ſhould decide 


We are bound to know the privy council and 
its powers, we are bound to know it as a privy 
council by right. f 3, YT, 08 
An objection was once made in the court of 
Common Pleas, in a caſe wherein Baron Power 
was the plaintiff, that it did not appear upon the 
record that he was one of the King's Judges; but 
we were bound to take notice judicially, that he 
was one of the King's Judges: and ſo we are 
bound to take notice judicially, that the Earl of 
Weſtmoreland is Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
and that the privy council are the privy council of 
Ireland. 5 8 
- "The inſertion, as I have before ſaid, was not 
neceſſary. If the publication complained of by 
the pond be a libel, that will be matter for 
further inveſtigation. The authority from whence 
It iſſued muſt either be ſhewn in a plea of juſtifi= 
cation or in evidence upon a trial, and, if the 
queſtion can poſſibly be agitated, then will be the 
plaintifl's time to controvert it. nie 
The writ of ſummons has been returned, and 
is now in court; though it bears the ſignature of 
the Chief Juſtice, it never und t iſſues 
without his inſpection. | 
If any evil conſequences enſue from this diſ- 
cuſſion, they muſt be imputed to the plaintiff, and 
- thoſe concerned for him, who inſerted the | 
tionable words in the pleadings, and not to- the 
Officers of the Crown, who brought forward the 
motion. | 
The other three Juſtices coincided with the 
Chief, andit as. Rag 


- 
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71 the Writ — bediiand the 
wordt which alledge or queſtion that Nom Earl of 
Weſtmoreland, is not right Lord Lieutenant 
treland, or that the * Council "of . Irdland, is 
not the Privy Colencil thereof, lere ver they accu 
i the declaration or Bill, be forthrwith expunged by 


the proper Mar, —_— m and i im- 
pertinent. 
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r rur LORD LIEUTENANT any COUNCIL or 
oy IRELAND; 
ſ A PROCLAMATION 
a | r | 347 


HEREAS the Serjeant at Aue r 5 Ho- 
wage Houfe of Commons, being called before 
the ſaid Houſe on Wedneſda nty-ſecond 

5 y of February Inftant, he informed the ſaid 
Houſe that he h had d tched of the meſfen- 
1 attending ſaid Houſe, to execute the order 
or taking into his Cuſtody James Napper Tandy, 
one of whom being brought to the Bar, informed 
the Houſe, that he went to the Dwelling-Houſe of 
James Tandy in Chancery- lane, where he arreſted 
che ſaid James Napper Tandy, and ſhewed him the 
Warrant, and his Authority 3 that the ſaid James 
Napper Tandy went into a Parlour, as if for his 
Ha but ſhut the door, and made his Eſcape, 28 
ſuppoſed through a Window. 0 f 

D whereas on the ſame day, it was refolved 

by the Houſe of Commons, that the ſaid James 
Tandy having been arreſted by 4 warrant 

Mr, Speaker, iſſued by 2 Order of the ſaĩd Houſe 


R 
and having made his Eſcape from the Ofh@r of 
faid Houſe who-arreſted him; has been guilty of 
. D the Privileges of the faich 
ute... | | \ 


9 AND. whereas an humble Addreſs hath been 


— unto us, by the Knights, Citizens and 
urgeſſes, in Parliament aſſembled, that we would 
be graciouſſy pleaſed to iſſue our Proclamation for 
apprehending the faid James' Napper Tandys 
with a Promiſe of Reward for the ſame. - 
© NOW we, the Lord Lieutenant and Council, 
have thought fit. to-ifſue this our Proclamation, 


hereby requiring and commanding all Perſons 


whatſoever to diſcover and apprehend, or cauſe the 
faid James Napper Tandy to be diſcovered and 


| apprehended, and carty him before” ſome of our 


Juſtices of the Peace, or Chief Magiſtrates of the 


the faith James Napper Tandy ſo apprehetlefl, 
and . to give ſpeedy notice to the Right 
Honourable the Speaker of the Houſe of commons, 


r= town, or Place where he ſhall be appre- 
hended, who are reſpectively required to IT 


the Serjeant at Arms/attending the ſaid. Houſe, and 


to the Clerk of the Cpuncil, to the end he may, be 


forthcoming; to be dealt withal, and proceeded 


dàgainſt according to Law. 


AN for the Prevention of the Eſcape of the 
ſaid James Napper Tandy into Parts beyond the 


Seas, we do require and command all che of 
the Cuſtoms, and other Officers and Subjects of 
and in the reſpective Ports and Maritime Towns, 
and Places within the Kingdom of Ireland, that 
they and\every of them in their reſpective P. 

and Stations within the ſaid Kingdom, be caret 
and diligent in the Examination of all Perſons/that 
hall paſs, or endeavour to paſs beyond the; Seas 3 
and if they ſhall diſcover the ſaid James N | 
: Tandy, then to cauſe him to be apprehended 
and ſecured, and to give Ndtice thereof as aforeſaid? 


# 


*. 
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A ve do hereby ſtrictly Charge and Com- 
mand all Perſons, as they wiſl anſwer the cont 
at their Perils, that they do not any ways cg 
but to diſcover him, the faid James Napper Tandy, 
to the End he may be ſecured ; and for the Encou- 
ragement of al] Perſons to be diligent and careful 
in endeavouring to diſcover and apprehend the 
. faid James Napper Tandy, we do hereby further 
declare, that whoſoever ſhall diſcover and appre- 
hend him, the ſaid James Napper Tandy, and, mall 
bring him before ſome Juſtice of the Peace, or 
Chief Magiſtrate as id, ſhall have and receive 
asa Reward for the diſcovering, apprehending 
and bringing him, the faid James Napper Tandy, 
before ſuch Juſtice of the Peace, or chef Magi 
' trate as aforeſaid, the Sum of FIFTY PO . 


Given at the Council Chamber in Dublin, the 
| 23d Day of February, 1792. | 
Fitz-Gibbon, C. John Foſter. J. Parnell. 

Henry 472 William Conyngham. James 


Cuff. J. Monck Matſon. R. Hobart. Arthur 
Wolfe. James Fitzgerald. Geo. Warde. 


80h Save the KING. 
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"WR enn 


To Tie PEOPLE or IRELAND. 


N E ſubmitted to your conſideration ſuch s 
plan for your equal repreſentation, as would, in 
our j ent, if carried into effect, give you 

our juſt and conſtitutional weight in the legiſ- 


-Jature. We exulted in the thought that our ex- 


ertions had contributed to raiſe the public mind 
to that elevated point, from which it might view 


| it's widely extended rights; from which it might 
_ diſcover the real infignificance of every propoſal 


* 


towards reform, that ſhould not ſeek the full 


meaſure of juſtice; which ſhould not give te all, 
vho were in any degree bound by the law, the 
power of chufing thoſe who made the law. We 
thought the ſimplicity of the Plan the beſt Teſt 


of it's hon and that it's appeal to the com- 
mon ſenſe al lde nation rendered any explanation 
of it's principles unneceſſary. We ares how- 


ever, now called upon to juſtify it's primary prin- 


ciple by the objections, which have ſince been 
raiſed againſt it; arid ſhould we ſucceed, our tri- 
umph muſt be that of argument over invective, 
of reaſon over prejudice, and of juſtice over 
wer. e 
2 is an apprehenſion with ſome that -ſhould 
every man be allowed to vote for a repreſenta- 
tion in parliament, the monarchy and ariſto 
cracy of the Conſtitution would ſoon be overhorue 
and deſtroyed by the exorbitant power and re- 


w.b7® 
* 


= 
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publican ſpirit of the democracy. Let it be re- 
— yg. bags — — ronar rw 
2 rovi inſt the probability of ſuch an 
( — 4 has tinted a ole executive officer, 
- Inveſted with prerogatives to ſtrengthen the exe- 
«cutive power, and with a certain portion of le- 

iſlative authority to defend thoſe prerogatives. 

t has inſtituted a ſubſtantial ariſtocracy, not 

deriving» all it's weight and authority merely 
from the king's patents, but hereditary, and 
poſſeſſing a maſs — hg by which, backed 
and ſupported, if neceſſary, by the executive 
prerogatives and legiſlative authority of the 
Crown, it is enabled to withſtand the attacks of 
the democracy. Away then with this idle ap- 
on Can any danger attach upon ſo much 
influence and ſo mueh power? On the contrary, 
can any thing ſhort of pure democracy maintain 
_—_— them the integrity and independence of 
the Houſe of Commons ? 

But it is ſaid that the lower claſſes of the com- 
munity, being without property, have no ſtake 
in the country, and therefore ought not to vote 

for any part of the legiſlature. In conſequence 
of the repreſentative ſyſtem every man is ſuppoſed 
to be either individually or by his delegate a party 
to making the laws, by which he is to be bound. 
The elective right cannot therefore be denied 


14 LISTS. k . ; 
* Altho' this is at preſent only a ſuppoſution," yet 

there are ſtrong reaſons for believing that it was once 

a fact. Mr. Prynne, one of the mo ound legal 
antiquarians, aſſerts, that before the 8 
7. every inhabitant and commoner 

3 FO voice in the election of Kni ether he 
Were a freeholder or not.“ Brev. Parl. ' 


of the ſame opinion ſeems Whitelocke. ad Whitel. 
P. go.—It ſcems very conliderably confirmed by the 
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on conſtitutional prineiple to any one; as. they 
re bound by She — as well as > 5. 
- Operate on life, liberty, - property. Why 

erty repreſented? Bee it is valuable to 


8 
i poſteſlor,, and may be affected by the le. 
Are th po 


Why ſhould liberty and life not be repreſented? 
Are they not more valuable to their ſſor, and 
: 1505 they not alſo be affected by the liw2?: Since 
unerty and Life are the moſt important objects 
of. legiſlation, the poorer claſs have a right to 
lome controul ofyer- the legiſlature, and it is juſt 
that they ſhould. exerciſe it. The ſpirit of many 
of our laws is ariſtocratic; and by no means 
Saleulated for the protection of the poor. To 
1 * over the remarkable inſtances of the Game 
Laws and the Stamp Act, the latter of which, 
by, operating on legal proceedings, ſhuts the door 
ol juſtice againſt the poor, we ſhall refer to a 
much more important Fam, our criminal Code. 
If the lower claſſes of the commiunity had been 
repreſented in Parliament, when their neceſſities 
firſt urged them to inſürrection and outrage, 
under the denominations of White Boys and De- 
ders, Parliament would have enquired into 
and redreſſed their grievances; inſtead oi making 
laws to puniſh them with death. The Acts, which 
are prohibited by many of our las : re crimes : but 
1 the puniſhments, inſſicted by thoſe laws, are (tH1 
greater crimes. The reaſon of this diſproportion 


„ 


* 


word of the 2th Hen. 4 ch. 18.— Aud Sir Thomas 
Smyr EEommonwealth p. 37: bas the following 
9 Engliſhman is intended to be preſent 

in Far 


ither in perſon, or by procuration or 
at pre-eminence, . ftat.*, dignity, or 
quality ſoever he be, from the prince ti the LowBsvr 
Fron in England, and the conſcnt of th ct Partlament 


Is {lakenito be every.man's conf- ut... CPL 
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ier that the rich man is never guilty of ſheep- 
poor man has no one bs plegt, 
His cauſe in the ſenate. r f 
Af, boweverz it be a principle that no man, 
who dots not contribute to the ſupport of go- 
vernthentz. ſhould be mediately or mimediately 
concerned in legiſlat ion; fuch principle would be 
no excluſion of the poor, for they contribute in 
proportion to their means. The pooreſt man in 
the land pays taxes for his fire, his candle, 
for his potatoes, and his cloathing : and the-poor- 
er he is, the greater occaſion he has for a vote to 
protect what httle he has, which is neteſſary not 
to his qualification merely, but to his very exiſt- 
ence: | He has a property in hie labour, and in 
_—_— it — bring in the market, the _ 
or the manufactory : a perty, on account 
it's ſmallneſs, of more ell value to him than 
thouſands of pounds to the rich and luxurious: 


a property, which muſt render him more inte- 


reſted in the honeſt diſpoſal of the public money, 
ſince one additional tax may cruſh him, than 
thoſe can be who receive that public money by 
virtue of places without employment and penſions 
without merit. Property is merely the collection 
of labour: it poſſeſſes the very ſame qualities be- 
fore, as after, it is collected into a heap; and 
the ſcattered labour of the loweſt ranks is as 
real, -and ought to be as really repreſented as the 
molt fixed and ſolid property. Reaſon, we think, 
ſays this; and ſad experience has manifeſted; that 
grin political power excluſively to property col- 

ected, not to the maſs of living labour has been 
in all ages, and particularly in modern times, the 
true cauſe of feudality, of vaſlalage, and of ariſ- 
tocratic deſpot im. 
It is alſo uſed as an argument, that altho' in 
theory every man has a right to vote, yet the e- 


6194) | 
e rciſe of that right among us would be imprac- - 
ticable or attended with eutrage from the multi- 
tude of voters. To that we anſwer, that the 
practicability of the meaſure 5 on a'few 


regulations, which, we apprehend, could be eaſily 
contrived to render eleRions practicable and tran- 
uil, Let there be a diviſion of the kingdom 
into parts, ſufficiently ſmall, and, as nearly as 
: poſſible, equal with reſpe& to population, and let 
the ſeveral elections annually commence and con- 
clude throughout the kingdom on one and the 
ſame day. | * 
Some friends — — ſuffrage * a new 
country urge a local objection to it's being ap- 
plied 4 Ireland. They ſay that the lower alles 
of people in this country are peculiarly unfit for 
"rhe exerciſe of ſuffrage on account of their ex- 
treme ignorance. We know of no deſcription 
of people in this country are peculiarly unfit for 
the exerciſe of their rights: and if we did, we 
would fit them for it by giving it to them. What 
has made thoſe claſſes ſo extremely ignorant? 
The privation of thoſe rights, which, if enjoy- 
ed, would have procured them knowledge. Ap- 
-ply the reverſe of that, which has debaſed, and 
it will exalt them. Give them the elective fran- 
.chiſe, and let them exerciſe it directly. It is not 
juſt to judge of. what the people would be, when 
embodied into the conſtitution of their country, 
from their preſent ſtate of debaſement, in which 
they feel themſelves unconnected with it. We 
truſt that our countrymen, even the pooreſt, who 
are now ſtigmatized with the appellations of 
Swine, Wretches, and Rabble, would, if reſtored 
to their rights, evince an elevation of ſentiment, 
wich, ſetting every ſpecies cf, corruption at de- 
fflance, muſt humble the pride of wealth by the 
ſuperior luſtre of virtuous poverty. G 
| s 
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Indeed the local eireumſtances ſeem to us rather 
in favour of introducing it into Ireland. We 
have lately had octaſion, in conſidering the Ca- 
tholic claims. to examine into the foundations of 
POE The Catholic has taught all Jre- 
„that to be taxed or legiſlated for, without 
being repreſented, is an opppreſſion, which ſinks 
the ſufferer into a ſlave. He inſiſted on his right 
to the elective ſuffrage, becauſe he was bound by 
the laws, and contributed to the expences of the 
ſtate. The doctrine, once broached, can never 
be forgotten; and the remaining ſlave, whom re- 
form ſhall not have raiſed to the rank of citizen, 
will remember the argument of the Catholic, and 
aſk himſelf am I not bound by the laws; and 
% do I not, in my humble ſphere, contribute to 
c the expences of the ſtate? Why am I not re- 
« preſented? Is it not my right? and ſhall I not 
« inſiſt upon my right. -Sooner or later the 
meaſure muſt come. The. eternal principle of 
Juſtice will be repeated in louder and louder tones, 
until at length it muſf be heard and obſerved. 
Why then not now? Why leave behind a fource 
of new reforms, perhaps, of convulſions ? If re- 
form only communicate power to a greater num- 
ber, and do not give liberty to all, it will only 
ſtrengthen the ruling, and weaken the oppreſſed 
body? ſo that when the ſlave ſhall have acquired 
ſufficient courage to ſpeak, the obſtinagy- of the 
citizen will compel him to act. We cannot 
the language made uſe of to intimidate the Catho- 
ho trom proſecuting his claims, and hat thoſe very 
> claims, thortly after having. been rejected with ſcorn, 
- was admitted with — The (ame line of pru- 
dence and wiſdom will, we are perſuaded, be purſu- 
ed in the cale of reform, whenever convincing proot 
of the public ſcutiment ſhall be received on that 
lubject, and the kingdom, by the reitoration of 


— © 
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univerſal ſuffrage, be delivered over to uninter= 
rupted peace and happineſs. 3 

Contemplating this grateful proſpect, we ſmile, 
with. much internal fatisfa&tion, on hearing thoſe 
intemperate and abuſive —_— which the 
members of oppoſition make uſe of againſt this 
Society. We imile at their inability to conceal 
the vexation and dilappointment they have felt 
on finding themſelves forſaken by the People 
(That le, whoſe majeſty they inſult, but 


Fhoſe forbearance they at the ſame time ſolicit,) 


on finding themſelves falling, like the oſteu- 
tatious Balloon, from that height, to which they 
had riſen by a ſort of inflammable levity, and 
there ſuſtained ſolely by the breath of 752 
- favour. We ſmile at the curious coalition of po- 
litical parties againſt our Society —to ſee them all 
club their wiſdom and their wit, to manifeſt to 
the whole country that we are really formidable 
ut we are rather inclined to pity that forced fra- 
ternity, that monſtrous conjunction which, in 
ſpite of the horror of inſtinct, and the antipathy 
of nature, can join in one common effort the 
higheſt Genius with the loweſt Ribaldry— How 
great muſt be the panic that can unite ſuch ex- 
tremes! We can bear, as we have borne, the 
common place invective againft this Society but 
we feel ſome indignation, when they, who ſhould 
look on themſelves as the purchaſed property of 
the people; to whoſe fortune every man, even 
* the Beggar on the Bridge,” has contributed ; 
whom the “ outs of the Mob” have raiſed to 
the height of their Fame—When ſuch men in- 
veigh againſt armed Beggary and Shabby Sedi- 
tion, we cannot but remember a time, when the 
uſual adjun& to their own names was Shabby 
sand Seditious Incendiaries. It is not manly, 
it is not decorous to deal out this contumelious 
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languAge inſt the grent maſs; of mankinde- | 
The uſe of contemptuous terms diſpoſes to con- 
temptuous treatment, and tho whom. we vilify | 
as Mob, we ſoon learn to ſlight as men; It is 
the unequal partition of rights, and what refults- 
from this, the arrogance of power, and the abaſe = 
ment of poverty, which makes Mob, inſtigates to. 
tumult, and goads to inſurrection. If the people 
were reſpeſipd they would reverence the conſfi- 
tuted authorities; but to gain this reſpect, they 
mult poſſeſs thoſe rights, which are the preroga- 
tive 0 _ 21 me 2 of 1 | 

Oppoſition ſeem ſurpriſed that the e ſhou 
view their debates with —— qg We will 
tell them the reaſon. It is becauſe nothing paſſes 
of a nature to animate and intereſt that people— 
nothing, from which an individual can promiſe 
himſelf more happineſs, or the community more 
ſplendour—it is becauſe enthuſiaſm no longer 
lights up the countenance of Grattan, and ſwells 
every heart with ſomething great and good, and 
with a proſpe& of ſomething greater and better 
it is becauſe there appears no internal ſpring of 
action, no fixture of character; but good and bad 
qualities, as it were, external, and neither vir- 
tues nor vices their own. It is becauſe once in 
ſeven years the people are treated as Majeſty, 
and in the interval maltreated as Mob. 

We have not in our Plan of Reform paled in 
little parks of ariſtocracy—Our Plan has not been 
deſcribed with a pair of compaſſes, nor have we 
defaced with childiſh circles the ſyſtem of nature, 
and the chart of the Conſtitution. There is no 
truth in any political ſyſtem, in which the Sun 
of Liberty is not placed in the centre, with | 
knowledge to enlighten, and benevolence- to 
warm and invigorate; with the ſame ray to gild | 
the Palace and illuminate the Cottage. The © 


- 
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Earth moves ſaid Gallieo, and the Sun ſtands 
fill. He was impriſoned for the heretical aſſer- 
tion, for a libel againſt the laws of nature,' and' 

for exciting ſedition among the ſtars—But the 
Earth moves notwithſtanding ; and in ſpite of 
fine, impriſonment, pillory and tfanſportation, 
the Rights of Man are the immoveable centre of 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, that has hitherto regu- 
| lated times and determined Revolutions. * 


SC ( wy | 
"CONSTITUTION 
my Op run | | 
SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN 
” er Tux CITY or DUBLIN. 


Tur Society is conſtituted for the purpoſe of 
forwarding a brotherhood of affection, an iden- 
tity of intereſts, a communion of rights, and an 
union of power, among Iriſhmen of all religious 
perſuafions, and thereby obtaining an- impartial 
and adequate repreſentation of the Nation in Par- 
hament. : | 
The members of this Society are either ordi= 
nary or honorary. : | 
Such perſons only are eligible as honorary 
members, who have diſtinguiſhed themſelyes by 
oting the liberties of mankind, and are not 
mhabitants of Ireland. - ? 
Every candidate for admiſſion into the Society, 
whether as an ordinary or honorary member, 
all be propofed hy two ordinary members, who 
ſhall ſign a certificate of his being, from their 
 Enowledge of him, a fit perfon to be admitted 
that he has ſeen the teſt, and is willing to take 
it: This certificate, delivered to the Secretary, 
ſhall he read from the Chair at the enſuing meet- 
ing of the Society; and on the next ſubſequent 
night of meeting the Society ſhall proceed to the 
election.— The names and additions of the can- 
didate, with the names of thofe by whom he has 
been propoſed, ſhall be inſerted in the ſummons 
for the night of election.— The election, ſhall 
be conducted by ballot, and if one-fifth of the 


* 
4 


\ 


; ( 200 } | e v4 
number of beans be black, the candidate flands 
rejected. The election, with reſpec ta an vrdi- 
nary member, ſhall be void, if he does not at- 
tend within four meotings afterwards, unleſs he 
can plead ſome reaſonable excuſe for, his abſence. 
Every: perſon elected a member of the Society, 
whether honorary or ordinary, ſhall previous to 
— admiſſion, take and ſubſcribe the following 
telt: 43 | | * 2 ä 
| « IT A. B. in the preſence of God, do pledge 
„ myſelf to my country, that I will uſe all my 
« abilities -» g influence in the attainment of 
an impartial and adequate repreſentation of the 
4e Triſh nation in Parliament; and as a means 
* of abſolute and immediate neceſſity in the 
Le eſtabliſhment of this chief good of Ireland, E 
. will endeavour, as much as lies in my .abilitys' 
4 to forward a brotherhood of affection, an iden- 
« tity of intereſts, a communion of rights, and 
& an union of 2 among Iriſhmen of all reli - 
1% gious perſuaſtons; without which every reform 
% in Parliament muſt be partial, not national; 
© inadequate to the wants, deluſive to the wiſhes; 
6 and inſufficient for the freedom and happineſs 
& of this country. PROT Ts Ro To ts 
A member of another Society of United Iriſh 
men being introduced to the Preſident by a mem« 
ber of this Society, ſhall, upon producing a cer- 
tificate ſigned by the Secretary, and ſealed with. 
the Seal of the Society to which he belongs, and 
taking the before-mentioned teſt, be thereupon 
admitted to attend the fittings. of this Socie x. 
The officers of the Society ſhall conſiſt of a' 
Preſident, Treaſurer and Secretary, who ſhall be 
ſeverally elected every three months, viz. on every 
-» firſt night of meeting in the months of Novem- 
ber, February, May and Auguſt q the election to 
be determined by each member preſent writing oa. 
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im piece of paper the names of the object of his 
. | Cchoire, and putting it into a box The majority 
votes decide—If the votes are equal, the 
© "Prefident ſhall have a caſting voice. No perſon 
mall be capable of being re- elected to any office 
.for the er next ſucceeding the determination 
\of his In caſe of an occaſional vacancy in 
any office by death or otherwiſe, the Society ſhatl 
on the next night of meeting, ele& a perſon to 
the ſame for the remainder of the quarter. | 
The Society ſhall meet on every ſecond Friday 
I”, Wooftener: if neceſſary.— The Chair ſhall be 
1 at eight o Clock from 2gth September to 
\” 25th March, aud at nine o' Cleck from 25th March 
to 24th September. Fiftcen members ſhall form 
a quorum. No new buſtneſs ſhall be introduced 
. aſter ten o Clock. f 
Every reſpect and deference ſhall be paid to the 
A Drefident—his chair ſhall be ralſed three ſteps 
1 * above the ſeats of the members—the Treafurer 
+ aud Secretary ſhall have ſeats under him, two. 
| tteps above the ſeats of the members.—On his 
* "raking from his Chair and taking off his hat, 
- there muſt be ſilence, and the members be ſeated. 
Elle ſhall be judge of order and propriety, be 
impowered to direct an apology, and to fine re- 
frattory members in any ſum not above one 
Crown. — If the member refuſe to pay the fine, 


or make the apology, he is thereupon expelled 
from the Society. 

There ſhall de a Committee of Conſtitution, of 
Finance, of . Correſpondence, and of Accommo- 
<dation. Tbe Committee of Conſtitution ſhall 

_ .ccnfiſt of nine members, that of Finance of ſeven 
members, that of Correſpendence of five mem- 
bers.—Each Committee ſhall, independent of oc- 

 Cafional reports, make general reports on every 
quarterly meeting. The Treaſurer fhall be under 


* 
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2 direction of the Committee of Finance, and 
the Secretary under the direction of the Commit- 
tee of correſpondence. The election for Com- 


mittees ſhall be on every quarterly meeting, and 
decided hy the majority of votes. 


la order to defray the neceſfl; pences, and N 
eſtabliſh a fund fer the uſe of the Mae, each 


ordinary member ſhall on his election pay to the 
Treaſurer, by thoſe who propoſed him, one Gui- 
nea N fee, and alſo one 8 l 
by half yearly payments, on every night o 
meeting in November and May; the firſt pay- 


ment thereof to be on the firſt night of meeting» 


in November 1792. On every quarterly meeting 
following, the names of the defaulters, as 

appear in the Treaſury-book, ſhall he read from 
the chair—If any member after the ſecond read- 
ing neglect to pay his ſubſcription, he ſhall be 

excluded the Society, unleſs he can ſhew ſome 
_ reaſonable excuſe for his default. 

The Secretary ſhall be furniſhed with the fol- 
Jowing ſeal, viz. a Harp—at the top I am 
t ew firung ;* at the 71 40 So e heard ;"* 
and on. the exergue © Socie nited Iriſhmen 
ITS ty of * 

No motion for an alteration of, or additionto, 
the conſtitution ſhall be made but at the quarterly 


meetings, and notice of ſuch motion ſhall be 
given fourteen days previous to thoſe meeting 


If upon ſuch motion the Society ſhall ſee. ground 
for the propoſed alteration or addition, the ſame 


hall be reterred to the proper committee, with- 


inſtructions to report on the next night of meet- 
Ing their opinion thereon ; and upon ſuch 
the queſtion: ſhall be decided by the Society. 


: 620) : 
+  THOMAS\MUIR  _ 
10 THE SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN 
d en DEB L K 


* die tos 
ki A T this period, to exprefs to you my zeal in 
your cauſe, and my attachment to your Society 
- would be ſuperfluous and unbecoming. Upon 
- the eve, of — perhaps for ever, ſeparated 
from this country and from civilized life, I de- 
part in the firm conviction, that your future pro- 
- + ceedings, will be correſponding to the preceding, 
that your conduct will be marked by that calm 
but dignified fortitude, which becomes the ad- 
_ © herents of freedom, that, trampling. upon in- 
« trigue, and triumphing over deſpotiſm you muſt 
finally accompliſh the emancipation of Ireland. 
In your immortal addrefs, which I had the ho- 
nour of preſenting to the firſt Convention in 
© Scotland, you have faid “ away from us and 
„„ from our children, thoſe puerile antipathies, 
% ſo unworthy of the ! of nations, which 
% inſulate individuals as well as countries, and 
* drive the citizen back to the ſavage. We. 
„ eſteem and. we reſpe& you.” Let me in the | 
name of = country preſume to entreat the con- 
tinvuance of your eſteem, for the great maſs of 
the people in Scotland. They deſerve your eſteem. 
In the holy cauſe of national freedom, they are 
 attuated by the ſame ſpirit which animates you. 
Towards you their hearts burn with affection. 
| "Thoſe barriers which a cruel policy had ſet up, 
to ſeparate nation from nation, are now broken 
_ down. Of titled diſtinction and of haughty opu- 
lence, they cannot boaſt, but they poſſels a better 
* trealure—VIRTUE—VIRTUE the only ſure pledge 
of the e ce and of the continuation of pa- 


ER” (24) | 
triotiſm. With clean hands, and with pure 
hearts, they are worſhippers along with you in 
that temple which is truly Catholic, —The-ample 
earth its area, and the arch of Heaven its dome. 
Permit me to congratulate your Society, upon 
the incorruptible integrity of its members, who 
have ftood the teſt of perſecution. Theſe indi- 
. viduals are both a pledge for, and a ſpecimen of +. 
the general body. Their ſufferings impoſe a ſo- - -' 
Jemn obligation upon you, to adhere to that 
cCauſe, of which they have 4 the firſt martyrs. 
Not diſcouraged, by what they at preſent endure, 
vou will perſevere and imitate their example, 
and in exile, in the receſſes of a dungeon, if need 
be, you will exhibit yourſelves worthy of the ho- 
our of having been the aſſociates of — 
1 apper 4. of Simon Butler of Oliver Bond, 
andof James Reynolds. | 
'  _,. Fo have been introduced to you by Archibald 
| Hamilton Rowan, conſtitutes. my higheſt pride. 
To participate with him in common ſuffering 
| conſtitutes my beſt diſtinction. 


| THOMAS MUIR. 
g Portſmouth, oth March, 179 4. oc 
Surprize Tranſport, for Botany B 


— 
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auler papers ware accident omitted in 


Yene-22, . 
ARCHIBALD HAMILTON — 


„ the Chair. 
| FOH 30 URKE, ame 
COMMITTEE a ppointed this Soci 
A by - oP 


to take into eonkideratin the 3 ie proſecution of 
Napper Tandy, purſuant to an order of the 
Houſe of Commons, for an alledged breach of 
privilege,. and his acquittal thereof by his conn-, 


2 having preſented their report, ſt was theres 


sor vb UNANIMOUSLY, That the 'Houſe 
Commons having in the firſt inſtance inflicted 
aniſhment*without 2 of guilt, and in the 
ond, proſecuted imputed offence, when 
rf ſpectable citizens on oath have not been 
able to find proof ſufficient to convict; and having 
thus attempted to add the penalties of the law 
fo the exerciſe of an arbitrary power; this So- 
ciety do congratulate the people of Ireland, that 
ha integrity and diſcernment of a Dublin Jury, 
interfered to protect the cauſe of juſtice * 

the dtn in the N of a fellow Citizen, 
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2 November, 16th, 1192} 
To THOMAS BRAUGHAL, Eſq. CHaiRmas 


or Tux MEETING or CATHOLICS 


Sw DD 3 L 1X 
; SIR, | 4 
by Tur Society of United Iriſhmen of Dublin, 


have received your communication of the pro- 
ceedings of the Catholics of this City, with great 
ſatiefacttion © A 

From our. zeal to promote the reſtoration of 
Catholic Rights, we can derive no merit as we 
are actuated no Jeſs by conſiderations of intereſt, 
than thoſe of duty. _. 5 

In ſound policy, Catholic and Proteſtant-Rights 
are the ſame, It was by weak and wicked po- 
licy that they were diſunited, however, our caſes 
are not ſo very different, for nay exhibit little 
more than an equal diſtribution of wrongs. 
+ You certainly reflect our ſentiments while you 
reclaim the radical principle of political aſſocia- 
tion, that a delegated body can not, without 
uſurpation, exerciſe the power of -annihilatin 
their creators, and we lament that it is not =; 
fible inſtantly to extirpate, along with the prece- 
dent, the very memory of the act which disfran- 
ohiſes the maſs of the people, 

We are with all due reſpect, D 
your moſt obedient humble ſervants, 


WILLIAM DRENNAN, Chairman. 


- 
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| | December 20th, 11935 
uE SOCIETY or UNITED IRISHMEN on 


DUBLIN. 


Tur Society into conſideration the 
oppreſſive attempt in Edinburgh to ſtifle the 
voice of the people, through the Britiſh Conven- 
tion, and the ſpirited and truly patriotic reſiſtance 
to that attempt. 

RESOLVED, that all or any of the members 
of the Britiſh Convention, and of the patriotic 
Societies, which delegated members to that Con- 
vention, ſhall be received as brothers and mem - 
bers of this Society. X g. : 


I 
> >> — 


MAGNA EST VERITAS 
ET * 


PRAVALEBIT. 


* 
* 


* 


